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1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This monthly report covers all the activities for the period from the 1 October to 31December 2019 within the
Table Bay Nature Reserve. Table Bay Nature Reserve (TBNR) comprises the Rietvlei, Zoarvlei, Milnerton
Racecourse (MRC), and Milnerton Ridge, Coastal and Lagoon sections as well as the Diep River and Parklands
Fynbos, Sandown Fynbos Corridor and Sunningdale Ephemeral Pan.

2.

HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES

Highlights
Diep River section
On the 09/01/2020, Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) staff member, L Phoswa was recruited as a
replacement for former member Y Mnyipika who resigned on the 28/09/2019 and on the 13/01/2020 T January
was also recruited for the replacement of member, L Wem who resigned on the 26/11/2019.

Two newly recruited EPWP staff members
Left: L Phoswa Right: T January

Challenges
In the Diep River section, illegal grazing of livestock inside the conservation area is still an ongoing challenge.
Also reported to the Diep River management were Sewer spillages and land invasion situation taking place
adjacent to the Diep River section in the Doorenbatch area. An incident where the conservation area’s boom
gate was vandalism was also reported.
Illegal dumping by tenants living in the residential complexes/flats adjacent to the conservation area are still
challenges where the EPWP and Field Ranger team spends a large amount of time having to undertake
consistent litter clean-ups versus attending to actual biodiversity related tasks on the conservation area.
Fishing: The land based fishing resource has unfortunately not shown any signs of improvement during this
reporting period. Fishermen continue to try to catch fish, but none has been caught. As reported in during
the last quarter, the last fishing survey was completed in April 2019 by Corne Erasmus from the Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. Small mullet, size 20 - 25 mm, was caught in the net during the survey, an
average of about 200 mullet were caught, and released back into the waterbody.
3.

CONSERVATION PLANNING
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The following stil remains to be proclaimed, namely, Wolfgat, Zandvlei and Table Bay Nature Reserves’ have
been notarized and but remain on the waiting list for gazetting with the MEC.
As per the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, Act 57 of 2003, Protected Area
Advisory Committees (PAACs) for each of the City of Cape Town’s nature reserves and protected natural
areas have been established including for the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve.
The eighteenth TBNR PAAC meeting will take place on the 23/01/2020.
The Table below indicates all PAAC meetings from May 2019:
No
15
16
17

4.

Date
02/05/2019
18/07/2019
24/10/2019

FLORA

Invasive Flora Management
Rietvlei section: The TBNR team assisted with clearing invasive plants along the R27, hand pulling and cut
stump treatment method of Port Jackson (Acacia saligna).

Felled Port Jackson along the R27

Milnerton Racecourse section
Weeds (Echium, Vicia, Wild mustard, Yellow sweetclover, Umbrella milkweed) were manually removed on 1,
2, 16 and 18 of October, six person days were used. Port Jackson seedlings were removed on 16, and 21 of
October, two person days were used.

Melilotus officinalis (Yellow Sweetclover)

Euphorbia helioscopia (Umbrella Milkweed)

5

City of Cape Town | TBNR | Quarterly Report |1 OCTOBER-31 DECEMBER 2019

Wild Mustard

Port Jackson seedlings

Indigenous Flora Management
Diep River section: Plants Search and Rescue
During this reporting period, TBNR members conducted seed
collection and the search and rescue of plants for rehabilitation
purposes took place on planned development areas situated near
to the Diep River section.

The following plants species were collected
Date

Location

Name of plant

10/10/2019

Morningstar

Chrysocoma coma-aurea
Passerina corymbosa
Pelorgonium triste

Date

Location

Name of plant

08/11/2019

Parklands Fynbos Corridor

Anthospermum aethiopicum
Helichrusum sp.
Cysticapnus vesicarius
Eriocephalus africanus
Leucadendron salignum
6
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Gladiolus carinatus
Trichocephalus stripulas
08/11/2019

Parklands Fynbos Corridor

Erica mammosa
Surreria trilopha sp.
Phylica celephantha
Adenogramma rigida
Chrysocoma coma-aurea

05/11/2019

Baas Arries

Anthospermum aethiopicum
Willdenowia incurvata
Erica mammosa
Phylica celephantha
Protea repens
Trichocephalus stripulas

Flora monitoring:
On the 11/11/2019, twelve, 5x10 vegetation
monitoring plots were set out at Parklands
Fynbos Corridor in preparation of a planned
ecological burn.
TOP right: L Mossop (Monitoring Evaluation CoOrdinator), H Pentz including staff setting up
the plots
Bottom: Staff member B Madluka assisting in
setting up monitoring plots mean while learning
plants names for her first time.
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Milnerton Racecourse’s biophysical monitoring- vegetation
Fixed point photography of the veld condition is conducted quarterly in the Northern area and the Southern
area. The letters indicate the direction the photograph was taken.
N

E

S

W

Quarterly fixed point photography photos, taken on 23/12/2019 at Stand 2 in the Northern Area.
N

E

S

W

Quarterly fixed point photography photos, taken on 23/12/2019 at Stand 1 in the Southern Area.

5.

FAUNA

Indigenous Fauna
Monitoring of Wildlife:
On going daily routine patrols were conducted within the conservation areas including Search and Rescue
operations done in areas under developments bordering the Diep River conservation area. These areas under
development are Sandown Fynbos Corridor and Rivergate, including the collection of data by means of using
a GPS device and other devices like Cell Phones. Several Fauna were recorded.

Baboon Spider found at Sandown Fynbos Corridor

Mole Snake found at Parklands Fynbos Corridor

8
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Owl boxes at the Ephermeral pan: On 19/12/2018, four Owl boxes were placed at the Ephemeral Pan to assist
birds of prey with perching, as breeding houses for owls and in the control of Gerbil populations. On the
08/01/2020, the Reserve Supervisor found signs of Barn Owls breeding and other birds using the boxes for
perching.

Jackal Burzard perching on Owl box situated at the Northern
side of a Pan

Jackal Buzzard in flight after perching on Owl box

Owl box situated in the South of the Pan

These photographs illustrates the Barn Owl activity at the Pan
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At MRC a scale infestation was found on a number
of the Leucadendrons and a few Passerina bushes in
the Southern area mainly in Block 2 which is planned
to be burned in 2020. It does appear that certain
parts of the plants have died but the majority of the
population shows new growth, this shows that the
plants are surviving even with the insect infestation.
Scale insects are very tiny only measuring 4.5mm in
diameter, oval, light brown and flattened when
young, turning darker brown and domed, with
radiating pattern of stripes, when older. Parasitised
individuals turn black. Individuals extract plant sap
with their very thin and long mouth parts. They have
a wide variety of hosts such as citrus and other
subtropical fruits, garden trees, shrubs, and even
ferns. Inconspicuous in low numbers, their presence
is revealed by ant trails to their honeydew secretions.
Because the ants are attracted to the secretions one
will often find an ant nest close by.

Soft Brown Scale insects (Coccus hesperidum)

New growth after infestation

Soft Brown Scale insects (Coccus hesperidum)

An ant attracted to the scale insect's honeydew trail
Black sooty mould developing around the infestation

TBNR Quarterly Integrated Bird census: An integrated water bird Census (CWAC) was conducted on
21/11/2019 in all the major water areas at TBNR.
A total of 4182 birds were noted with 44 species contributing to the total.
Some interesting sightings included a Wood Sandpiper, Maccoa Ducks and some alien Mallard hybrids.
10
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The graphs below indicate the results of the survey with Graph 2 showing all the areas surveyed.
82
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Zoarvlei
North, 22

North Vlei,
218

Potsdam
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2090

19 species with single-figure counts
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8 species with triple-figure counts

Central Pan,
1350

Lagoon
North, 312
Milnerton
Channel,
183

Dolphin
Beach, 138

The fauna below was also sighted at MRC:

Adult Marsh Terrapin

Baby Marsh Terrapin

Achaea echo

Angulate tortoise (last seen in 2017)
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Cape Dwarf Chameleon

Two Stick Insects

Bagworm moth
The caterpillar larvae of the bagworm moth constructs cases out of silk and environmental materials such as
sand, soil, lichen, or plant materials. These cases are attached to rocks, trees or fences while resting or during
their pupal stage, but are otherwise mobile. In many species, the adult females lack wings and are therefore
difficult to identify accurately.
Adult females of many bagworm species have only vestigial wings, legs, and mouth parts. The adult males of
most species are strong fliers with well-developed wings and feathery antennae but survive only long enough
to reproduce due to underdeveloped mouthparts that prevent them from feeding.
A bagworm begins to build its case as soon as it hatches. Once the case is built, only adult males ever leave
the case, never to return, when they take flight to find a mate
The caterpillar in the photograph on the right below, was not harmed by opening the casing because the
skin was unattached. After leaving if for an hour the caterpillar closed the casing up with silk and it was
released back into the veld.

Bagworm moth in case

Bagworm moth caterpillar

Update on mystery spider nests found in Leucadendron levisanus bushes
Dr. Charles Haddad (Doctorate in Entomology from the University of the Free State) was not able to identify
the species of the mystery spiders found in the Southern area of Milnerton Racecourse. He has confirmed
however that they are Hackle-web spiders in the family Dictynidae.
12
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The specimens will be deposited at the National Collection of Arachnida in Pretoria where Sarah Crews and
Yura Marusik have submitted a grant proposal to revise the Afrotropical fauna. There they will hopefully be
able to identify and describe the species.

A bird count was conducted in the Zoarvlei section on 21/11/2019 as part of the TBNR Integrated bird census.
The following birds were observed: Little Grebe (Dabchick) 1, Glossy Ibis 1, Hadeda Ibis 1, Cape Shoveller 2,
Common Moorhen 4, Red knobbed Coot 5, Blacksmith Lapwing 52, Hartlaub’s Gull 35, Southern Red Bishop
6, and Masked Weaver 2. Photographs of the birds sighted can be seen below.

Yellow-billed Duck

Pied Kingsher

Cape Weaver

Hartlaub’s Gull

Egyptian Goose

Blacksmith Lapwing

African Darter

Little Egret

Common Moorhen

Red-Knobbed Coot (juvenile)

Red-Knobbed Coot

Southern Red Bishop
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Swift Tern

White Breasted Cormorant

Reed Cormorant

Glossy Ibis
Cape Longclaw

6.

Grey Heron

SOIL AND RESTORATION

The fencing for Milnerton Racecourse’s restoration area was delivered on 05/11/19. Approximately 350 m of
a total of 805 m, of the fence has been erected, leaving 455 m still to be completed.

Milnerton Racecourse's restoration fence

7.

WATER

Water incidents: Over this reporting period, several sewage incidents that affected TBNR were reported and
repaired. Periods of load shedding occurred and several failures were noted.
03/10/19- Flamingo Vlei, Grebe Road
18/10/19 – Bayside Mall, Koeberg Road
28/10/19- Flamingo Vlei, Grebe Road
29/10/19- Racecourse pump station, Milnerton
14
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04/11/19 – Sati Road, Diepriver
An access issue was identified along the Grebe Road line and the relevant City Department was informed.
One of the important servitudes have been fenced off which restricts Water and Sanitation Department (W&S)
to access the sewage line with their trucks. Currently access is only viable with off road vehicles which prevents
W&S to pump out the blockages effectively. W&S will have to follow up with the lease agreement to get
compliance from the resident.
Rietvlei Section: Blue-green monitoring continued in this quarter with several meetings and discussions held
internally and publicly to try and manage recreation on the water body. Currently the trend in toxins remain
high and unpredictable along the banks but remain diluted in the centre of the water body, see Figure 1. All
users are urged to avoid the banks/ shorelines where the onshore winds prevail or limit time spent in the water
while launching. All users wanting to use the waterbody are to sign an indemnity and educate themselves by
reading the notices and sign boards. All activities done within the waterbody is entirely at own risk.
A comprehensive sampling map was created by S. Dorse (Freshwater Coordinator) in collaboration with
Scientific Services. This map includes old and new sampling points which will form part of the ad hoc sampling
efforts to monitor the toxin levels. Sampling in the same areas, along specific grids will help give a better idea
of the situation in the water. A total of eight points have been identified and will be sampled while the algae
persists in the water body. These points include shoreline and centre points in conjunction with the standard
sampling points.
During this quarter, Quemic assisted in flying the Rietvlei waterbody with a drone allowing a ‘birds eye view’
of the changes in the vlei. The images were taken in November and will be collated when the other days
have been flown.
Bayside Canal: the lower sections of Bayside Canal received some maintenance from Roads and Storm water
after several public complaints about litter and vagrancy, see Figure 2. The maintenance included litter cleanups, cutting down shrubs and trees, trimming reeds on the backs and cutting back the reed buffer that was
left closer to the pump station (Table View East pump station). Displaced person operations continued but
this challenge will remain since there is still open access. Bayside Canal receives weekly maintenance but
litter pollution from the area remains high and a challenge for this canal. This project started in October and
was finalised during November. Scheduled maintenance as mentioned above, will continue through the
relevant City’s Catchment, Storm Water and River Management as well as the Roads Department.
Milnerton Lagoon: an emergency incident demonstration was held at the Milnerton Lagoon on 30/10/2019,
see Figure 3, which included specific disaster risk equipment with a focus on oil spill responses. Several
Departments were part of the info sessions.
Hyacinth clearing commenced in November and is still ongoing, see Figure 4. Clearing started with one team
but additional teams have been appointed for this financial year. Sections of Milnerton Lagoon and Milnerton
Ridge Canal have had team clearing hyacinth this quarter.
During the festive season days from the 16/12/2019, a project was implemented at the lagoon mouth in
response to the pollution event and manage sand movement. This included reshaping the dune with digger
loaders and allowing for higher tidal influx. This operation was implemented by the Coastal Management
Branch and took a week to complete.
General: Both waterbodies, namely Rietvlei and Milnerton lagoon received media attention this quarter,
mostly related to poor water quality and poor practices up stream. The matter is still ongoing and mitigation
measures will be discussed in 2020. It was noted that several media and public entities/ persons are not aware
of the water dynamics at TBNR. The main misconception being that Rietvlei water bodies are connected to
the Diep River. Rietvlei water bodies are separated from the main river by the Milnerton Ridge Canal which
was dredged when Potsdam started discharging treated effluent into the wetlands. This operation to dredge
the canal was called ‘Brooks folly’ and was done to prevent effluent from reaching the Rietvlei water bodies.
All water which flows from the top catchment enters into the dredged canal which connects to the Milnerton
lagoon, even in winter. The only time the Diep River connects with the Rietvlei water bodies is in above
average flooding events.
The National Biodiversity Assessment (NBA) 2018, has been published on the South African National Biodiversity
Institute website, but the document could not be accessed due technical difficulties on the SANBI website.
This will be the first NBA that will include estuaries in its assessments. For further information, related to the NBA,
the SANBI website can be referred to directly.
15
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A formal request was sent to Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries to request fish trek data for
certain water bodies, still awaiting feedback.

Fig 1: Example of onshore winds
blowing water and foam in Rietvlei

Fig 3: Oil spill response demonstration at
Milnerton Lagoon

Fig 2: Clearing of Bayside Canal

Fig 4: Contractors on site to clear hyacinth at
Milnerton Ridge Canal

The monthly rainfall for the Rietvlei section is monitored by an electronic weather meter, donated by the
University of Stellenbosch and a manual rainfall gauge at the entrance of the TBNR office complex. The
electronic rain-gauge is located on top of our office stores for TBNR in the works yard of the office complex.
The reporting period monthly stats are indicated in the table below for the Rietvlei section
Month & date

Total mm

April dates

Rainfall mm

May dates

Rainfall mm

June dates

Rainfall mm

5
13
20
21

10
2
7
2
21 mm

3
9
20
21

3
10
24
1.5
38.5 mm

10
24
30

11
22
20
52 mm
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The

table



below

are

Monthly

rainfall

records

for

Milnerton

Racecourse

since

2007.

Wetland water levels and rainfall records are monitored and updated on a monthly basis. The updated
results can be seen in Table 1 and 2 below.

Table 1. Monthly records of water levels, measured at the calibrated measuring points in Wetland 1 and 2.



Fixed-point photographic monitoring of wetlands is conducted on a monthly basis. The results of
November can be seen below, compared to the same time in 2011.

Fixed point photograph of the Dam on 13 December 2011

Fixed point photograph of the Dam on 20 December 2019
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Fixed point photograph of Wetland 2 on 13 December 2011

Fixed point photograph of Wetland 2 on 20 December 2019

Fixed point photograph of Wetland 1 on 13 December 2011

Fixed point photograph of Wetland 1 on 20 December 2019

8.

FIRE

Fire Management for Milnerton Racecourse

Burning for the Future
A prescribed ecological burn is being planned for a suitable date from February to April 2020. The size of the
block to be burned is approximately 3 hectares.
Objectives for planning an ecological burn are:






Removal of ageing vegetation/ insect infestation,
Stimulating the germination of soil-stored seeds,
Preserving a Critically Endangered vegetation type (Cape Flats Sand Fynbos),
Preventing local extinctions of plant species (maintaining biodiversity), and
Creating a mosaic of different vegetation ages within the racecourse.

The role of fire in fynbos is an essential ecological
component to maintaining biodiversity. Fire
management involves varying the season,
frequency and intensity of fires, and reconciling
ecological and practical requirements.
Too frequent fires present a threat to slower-growing
species, which can be eliminated. If fire is excluded
from the area, other unwanted species can invade
and result in loss of biodiversity. Prescribed
ecological burning of vegetation is a management
tool in areas where vegetation becomes senescent
and a risk of species loss exists.
The objective of fire within the racecourse is to
create a mosaic of vegetation ages and
successional stages within the Nature Reserve to
maximise representation of species at any given
time. Fire helps to maintain biodiversity and restoring
degraded vegetation. Fire within the racecourse will
also get rid of senescent vegetation and reduce the
risk of losing species.
Block marked in red showing planned area for burn



As part of the burn permit application to the City’s Air Quality Department, a notification to residents of
the surrounding conservation area was sent out electronically. This notice allows residents to object to the
prescribed ecological burn in writing. They are given approximately a week to voice their concerns.
18
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A site visit with Air Quality and Fire and Rescue was conducted on 10/01/2020.
Two wildfires occurred at Zoarvlei this quarter, City of
Cape Town Fire and Rescue, Quemic Rangers,
Paardeneiland City Improvement District patrol
officers and Nature Reserve staff responded to these
fires. These fires were started illegally by the burning
of scrap and wires in order to get to the metal to sell
at the scrap yard.
A member of the public was caught burning wire
and it was confiscated and dumped at the nearest
waste disposal site.

Member of the public caught burning wires

Wildfire at Zoarvlei

9.

Fire and Rescue team mopping up area

PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION

Informal EE Programmes: On the 28/06, a Holiday programme
took place with a group of learners referred to as ‘Green
Cadets’ presented by TBNR, on conservation compliance.

TBNR

Reserve

Date
08/10

Meeting/Workshop
C Mc Kie did a presentation to Ward 107 Committee in Milnerton.

16/10

C Mc Kie attended a site meeting at the Racing Park industrial area with
Cllrs and the Racing park property management and other City officials.

Purpose/Discuss
Bats and bat boxes proposal by
Ward Cllr.
Request for emergency exit route
through conservation area.

19
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24/10

The TBNR PAAC meeting.

Quarterly meeting.

13/11

C Mc Kie attended the Blaauwberg BDA meeting at the Environmental
education centre, Rietvlei section.
C Mc Kie attended a Special meeting with Stakeholders at TBNR.

Scheduled meeting.

21/11

02/12
17/12

Reserve

Date
02/10
08/10
09/10

10/10
15/10
23/10
24/10
30/10
31/10

Meeting/Workshop
C Mc Kie attended a meeting with B de Wet.
C Mc Kie had a meeting with two staff members.
C Mc Kie met with various staff members.
C Mc Kie met with K Spalding from Environmental planning
at the Balwin Development site.
C Mc Kie met with a staff member.
C Mc Kie met with A Williams at Maitland Head office.
C Mc Kie attended a meeting at Maitland Head office with
B Mnisi and other officials.
Annual Reserve visit by Branch manager and team.
Blue-Green Algal Bloom Guideline Workshop at Westlake.
C Mc Kie and two staff members went to Procurement in
the Civic Centre.
C Mc Kie met with the City Architect and B Mnisi at Civic
Centre.
C Mc Kie met with staff members at TBNR.

18/12

C Mc Kie met with B Mnisi on site at the Diep River.
C Mc Kie met with E September at the Roads and Storm
water offices.
C Mc Kie met with a staff member.
C Mc Kie met with a staff member.
C Mc Kie met with two staff members separately.
C Mc Kie met with staff member.
C Mc Kie met with officials from Sport and Recreation at
TBNR.
C Mc Kie attended a meeting at TBNR.
Feedback Ward 107 Allocation fees-Typha Maintenance.
C Mc Kie met with senior management at TBNR.
C Mc Kie met with a staff member.
C Mc Kie met and a staff member met with an HR official.
Rietvlei Blue-green Algal sampling discussion & way
forward.
C Mc Kie met with a staff member.
C Mc Kie arranged for Fleet Risk officials to present on City’s
Fleet policy to all TBNR staff.
C Mc Kie had a meeting with B Mnisi and staff members at
TBNR.
C Mc Kie met with a staff member.

19/12

C Mc Kie attended a meeting with colleagues.

TBNR

04/11
05/11

C Mc Kie attended a meeting at Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve with
members involved with the former Cape Flats Nature Project.
C Mc Kie met with the Operations Manager of Quemic.

07/11
11/11

13/11
19/11
21/11
25/11
26/11
28/11
29/11
09/12
10/12

Rietvlei waterbody algae and
restrictions of certain water
activities.
Cape Flats Nature: A Decade
Update.
Law Enforcement/Compliance
matters.

Purpose/Discuss
Catchment management planning.
Planning for the Rietvlei section.
TBNR vehicles.
Site meeting related to the fence and faunal
movement.
Emergency Management plan for Rietvlei
section.
HR matters.
Alternative placement, N Barnes.
Annual Reserve visit.
Workshop.
Functionality scoring for plumbing works RFQ.
Revamp of the TBNR cash office.
Transportation for the Branch team building and
recognition day for 15/11.
Emergency exit request.
Operational repairs and maintenance matters.
Biodiversity Management Tool for TBNR.
Operational matters.
Operations and Emergency Management plan.
Orders and operations.
Milnerton Lagoon Beach and lagoon mouth.
Rietvlei waterbody and algae.
Scheduled meeting.
Rietvlei waterbody meeting.
HR matters.
Flexi Time Policy and management.
Algal monitoring at the Rietvlei waterbody.
Emergency Management plan.
Fleet policy workshop at TBNR for all staff.
Staff matters.
Compliance matter related to encroachment
into TBNR.
City related.

Date

Venue

Type of Meeting(s)

03/10
14/11
15/11
18/11
22/11
05/12

TBNR Boardroom
TBNR Boardroom
False Bay Nature Reserve
Muizenberg Civic Centre
Tygerberg Nature Reserve
Two Oceans Aquarium

TBNR Staff meeting
TBNR Staff meeting
Branch Team Building and Recognition Day
Environmental Management Departmental meeting
Regional Health and Safety & Regional Management meeting
Branch meeting

10.

STAFF MATTERS
20
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P/C E: Permanent or Contract Employee appointments: Nothing to report.

Reserve
TBNR

Date

Type of Training

Attended staff

Person Days

2, 7, 9 & 14
October
25/10
7-8/11

isiXhosa training

01-K Kelly

04

Industrial Relations training
Youth Development workshop

01-D Coetzee
01-F Yamile
03

01
02
07

Ad-hoc training: Nothing to report.
Occupational Health and Safety matters: Health and Safety inspections were conducted by T Notshati on a
monthly basis for this reporting period.
All inspection reports were reviewed and signed off by C Mc Kie for final review by the Regional Manager at
the scheduled Health and Safety meetings for the reporting period.
The majority of fire-fighting TBNR staff members underwent an Arduous physical PACK test on the 04/10/2019
in preparation for the Fire season during the reporting period. The Area manager and a staff member
underwent the Light PACK physical test on the 18/10. More staff members underwent an Arduous PACK test
on the 01/11.
There were no incidents of Injuries on Duty during the reporting period.

11.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Site

Intervention (incident, case, etc.)

CAS #/Action
Illegal grazing of
livestock.

Diep River
and adjacent
sections

Livestock illegally grazing on the Diep River floodplain
There were several cases of infrastructure vandalism including the entrance boom gate stolen by
scrap/metal collector for scrap sales. Our technical staff had to repair it all four times.

Illegal access.
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L Sigenu, Biodiversity Branch Artisan repairing the boom gate
The graph indicates the overall illegal activities statistics from April to November for the Zoarvlei
section as recorded by the Quemic rangers during their day and night patrols.

Zoarvlei LE stats

Illegal activities recorded at
Zoarvlei from April - November
12
10
8
6
4
2
0
Zoarvlei
section
Demolishing of the Portuguese Club wall was
done by the club and the rubble from the wall
were illegally dumped in Zoarvlei. During the
Environmental audit which was conducted by
the Reserve Manager and the Environmental
and Heritage Management office, this issue of
illegal dumping in the conservation area was
addressed and the club was given until the
31/01/2020 to remove the rubble without
further disturbance to the environment.

Illegal dumping of
rubble,
Portuguese Club.
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Illegal dumping remains a challenge in the
Southern section of Zoarvlei. Members of the
public access the area around Brooklyn and
Rugby through the Bayview sports field gate or
dump their rubbish over the wall. This issue was
discussed with the management of the sports
field to come up with solutions to close the
gate and minimise the access by adding a
fence to the wall.

Illegal dumping in
general.

STATS: TYPES: SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2019

TABLE BAY NATURE RESERVE

BLOCKED OR OVERFLOWING SEWER

1

BATHING OR WASHING IN PUBLIC

1

CONTRACTOR MAINTENANCE

2

CRIME PREVENTION

6

FAUNA MORTALITY EVENT

2

ILLEGAL DUMPING

11

ILLEGAL FRESH WATER FISHING

1

ILLEGAL USE OF WATER

1

LITTER CLEAN UP

7

LIVESTOCK ON RESERVE

5

PERMIT COMPLIANCE: FISHING (FRESH WATER)

2

PERMIT COMPLIANCE: FISHING (SALT WATER)

1

POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL

5

POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION OF DRUGS

8

PROHIBITED WASHING, DRYING OR CLEANING
OF OBJECTS IN PUBLIC

1

PUBLIC INDECENCY ACT

1

SECURITY RISK

1

SNAKE CALL

1

STARTING OR KEEPING A FIRE IN PUBLIC

8
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SWIM IN A PROHIBITED AREA

3

TRESPASSING

1

URINATE OR DEFECATE IN PUBLIC

1

VAGRANCY

97

WILDFIRE

5

TOTAL STATS FOR SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2019

172 Occurrences

12.

INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT

Reserve/Descri
ption
Rietvlei, Waves
Edge, Zoarvlei
and Diep River
Sections

Description

%
Completed

Funding Source

100%

Table Bay Nature Reserve Cost
Centre.

The slipway at the Rietvlei waterbody was cleaned out with the
assistance of a front end loader.

100%

Table Bay Nature Reserve Cost
Centre

The tar road at the entrance was repaired, as well as the
road markings were redone.

100%

Table Bay Nature Reserve Cost
Centre

The repairs to the gravel roads on the reserve was initiated and
completed by Roads and Storm Water Department.
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A small electrical box at the Rietvlei entrance was installed to
replace the old one that has become a hazard

100%

Table Bay Nature Reserve Cost
Centre (TBNR CC)

100%

TBNR CC

100%

TBNR CC

Additional railings were placed on the boardwalk at the
Sunset Hide.

The mothernoard of the motor operating the automotive
gate at the main entrance was replaced.
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Repairs were done to the signboard at Waves Edge

The Osteospermum monilifera/Bietou hedge along the fence
line of the tar road before the office complex was trimmed.

100%

100%
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Continuous clean-ups were conducted at Zoarvlei section
and the material was transported to the relevant waste
disposal facility. Solid waste management Department from
Ndabeni Depot assisted with removing waste material next to
the Zoarvlei MyCiti bus foot bridge

Continuous

TBNR CC

Staff member busy with fence maintenance at Diep River.
100%

Fleet and Plant
OctoberDecember
2019

CCT 30446 was sent in for removal of rust and respray.
Left hand mirror was replaced.

100%

CCT 32337, the front bumper damaged at landfill site.
Insurance claim submitted.

100%

Fleet
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CCT 31132, new licence disk was on the vehicle.

100%

Fleet

12.1 EXTERNAL FUNDED PROGRAMMES:
The Paardeneiland City Improvement District (PECID) funded a Canon SX 540
camera and a tripod. The Zoarvlei manager requested this equipment as a
part of a management tool to record all the activities happening on site and
in particular to capture good fauna and flora sightings.
The Zoarvlei manager would like to express sincere gratitude to PECID for
funding this equipment.

For more details with regards to items mentioned in the above Report Document, please refer to the relevant
site calendars on www.biodiversity.co.za. For more information on the City’s nature reserves, visit
www.capetown.gov.za\naturereserves
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