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COVID-19: CITY OF CAPE TOWN NATURE RESERVES CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
National lockdown is in effect. Only our essential services will continue during this time. Various City facilities will remain
closed until further notice to help curb the spread of COVID-19. Please make use of our online services where possible.
For more information, visit www.capetown.gov.za/coronavirus.

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.1

WITZANDS AQUIFER NATURE RESERVE

The Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve is situated in the
Western Cape, 45 km from Cape Town’s central business
district (CBD). The nature reserve covering over 3000
hectares consists of two vegetation types being Cape Flats
Dune Strandveld (endangered) and Atlantis Sand Fynbos
(critically endangered). Generally, both these vegetation
types are poorly conserved. The nature reserve is largely
dominated by smaller mammals, many of which are
nocturnal and inconspicuous.
Underground is a natural aquifer, from which water is
extracted and converted into potable (drinking) water for
the surrounding communities of Atlantis, Mamre and Pella.
Atlantis, with a significant residential population and many
industries, requires a steady freshwater supply. This is met by
the area’s natural coastal aquifer, recharged urban storm
water runoff and treated wastewater. Pond 7, Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve’s largest man-made water body, is
a recharge pond managed by the City of Cape Town
Atlantis Water Scheme. The scheme works closely with
Biodiversity Management staff in the area to protect and
enhance the unique biodiversity found here.
The non-vegetated mobile dunes and rocky outcrops are
two outstanding features of the nature reserve. The mobile
dunes cover an area of approximately 440 hectares.
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve is part of the southern

core of the Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve, which is
unique in terms of its diverse landscape, fauna and flora.
The Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve was declared under
section 23(1)(a)(i) of the National Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, Act 57 of 2003, by Mr.
Anton Bredell, Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in the
Western Cape, in the Province of the Western Cape:
Provincial Gazette 7859 on 12 January 2018.
Vision of the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve
To conserve and manage the two central features of the
site, namely being a water catchment resource and
having unique surface biodiversity, ensuring a positive
balance between utilisation and conservation, and
providing
long-term
sustainable
environmental
experiences to the surrounding communities.
Mission of the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve
To maintain and, where required, restore the natural
environment and its associated ecological processes and
services through the implementation of the management
objectives of the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve, and to
support the surrounding communities in fulfilling their
environmental and socio-economic responsibilities

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve during the National lockdown in effect from midnight on Thursday 26 March 2020.
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1.2

THE DASSENBERG COASTAL CATCHMENT PARTNERSHIP

The Dassenberg Coastal Catchment Partnership (DCCP) is
a collaboration that protects biodiversity and ecological
systems, as well as the cultural and historical assets of the
landscape for current and future generations living in, and
visiting, its unique environment. An important part of the
Biodiversity Network (BioNet) is to create a viable
ecological link between the Dassenberg Hills and the
coast. The Dassenberg Coastal Catchment Partnership
spans approximately 34 500 ha as a landscape-scale
conservation
initiative
and
multiple
stakeholder
partnership. The area is unique for its unmatched

levels of threatened biodiversity, water security, climate
change adaptation corridors, natural and cultural
heritage, and associated socio-economic opportunities.
Landownership within this area is a melting pot of State
(national, provincial and local authority), private and
communal. Mechanisms to protect and manage the land
include a range of different Biodiversity Stewardship
Agreements with the private and communal landowners,
the conservation of State-owned land, land acquisition
and development offsets as part of the Environmental
Authorisation process.

2. HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES
2.1 HIGHLIGHTS
Staff appointments: Four permanent appointments were made during this reporting period. Kyle October was appointed
as Biodiversity Compliance Coordinator with effect from 01/01/2020 and will be based at the Witzands Aquifer Nature
Reserve. He will be responsible for management of a regional based support structure for the implementation of
conservation compliance, emergency environmental response and environmental extension work. Buhle Mkentane, Dale
Slabbert and Khuselwa Mabuyane was appointed as Reserve Supervisors with effect from 01/02/2020 and 01/03/2020
respectively and will also be based at the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve. They will be responsible for assisting the
Biodiversity Area Coordinator / Regional Manager in the management of the provision and maintenance of biodiversity
on and off the nature reserve in the predetermined area.

2.2

CHALLENGES

Significant delays were experienced with Supply Chain Management in the procurement of goods, services and
construction during this reporting period.

3. CONSERVATION PLANNING
Mr. Anton Bredell, Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in the
Western Cape, under section 23(1)(a)(i) of the National
Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, Act 57
of 2003, declared Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve in the
Province of the Western Cape: Provincial Gazette 7859 on
12 January 2018.
The Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve Protected Area
Advisory Committee had its meeting on 19 February 2020.
The meeting was attended by a number of representatives
from various organisations. The objective of the Advisory
Committees is to facilitate interaction, communication,

engagement and the development of partnerships with
stakeholders and surrounding communities to promote the
objectives of the nature reserves and natural areas.
Committees are mandated to give advice and input on
strategies, management plans and reports, as well as
monitor progress of implementation, promote involvement
in decision-making and facilitate linkages and integration
of nature reserves with surrounding communities.
The Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve 2020/21 Annual Plan
of Operation was reviewed and updated by the
Management Authority of the nature reserve.

4. FLORA
4.1

INVASIVE FLORA MANAGEMENT

Invasive alien vegetation monitoring, control and eradication were conducted by the following organisations:
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve: The clearing operations, funded through The Nature Conservancy (TNC) for the Greater
Cape Town Water Care fund project (GCTWC) continued during this reporting period.
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Klein Dassenberg Conservation Area: The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve (CWCBR) has received funding from the
Working for Water programme to continue with invasive alien clearing at Klein Dassenberg. Three contracted teams
conducted follow up clearing at Klein Dassenberg and worked at KD003, KD004 and KD005. The teams are continuing
with invasive alien clearing at KD001, KD006 and KD007. Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff assisted with quality
assurance inspections of the work sites to ensure compliance.
The table below depicts the types of invasive alien vegetation and method employed to eradicate during this quarter.
Scientific Name
Common Name
Method

Acacia cyclops

Rooikrans

Hand Pulling / Cut and herbicide

Acacia saligna

Port Jackson

Hand Pulling / Cut and herbicide

Argemone mexicana

Mexican poppy

Hand Pulling

Echium plantagineum

Patterson Curse

Hand Pulling

Lantana camara

Common lantana

Hand Pulling

Malva parviflora

Cheeseweed

Hand Pulling

Salsola kali

Tumbleweed

Hand Pulling

Solanum incanum

Thorn apple

Hand Pulling

Invasive alien species monitoring, control and eradication at Management Units WA004; WA009 and WA010
(Photographs: Jacques van der Merwe).

4.2

INDIGENOUS FLORA MANAGEMENT

Baseline plant survey: A total of 37 plants species require infield verification according to the Africa Biodiversity
Management Tool. Baseline plant surveys were conducted during the reporting period but unfortunately none of the 37
plant species listed was noted during these surveys.

Haemanthus spp
(Photograph: Rofhiwa
Mmbi)

Salvia africana-coerulea

Salvia lanceolata

Limonium spp.
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Muraltia brevicornu (VU)

Macrostylis villosa (EN)

Number of species

SPECIES TOTALS AT WITZANDS AQUIFER NATURE RESERVE
200
150

Present on this site (sighted in the
last 0–10 yrs)

100

Previously known on this site (sighted
11-15 yrs ago)

50

Lost To Site (sighted more than
15 yrs ago)

0
Mammals Birds (Aves)

Reptilia

Amphibia

Plants

Class Total

Class

5. FAUNA
5.1

INDIGENOUS FAUNA

The table below contains all the mammal, bird, reptile and amphibian sightings recorded for the reporting period.
Scientific Name
Common Name
Apus horus
Horus Swift
Buteo buteo
Common Buzzard, Steppe Buzzard
Circus maurus
Black Harrier
Corvus albus
Pied Crow
Elanus caeruleus
Black-shouldered Kite
Falco rupicolus
Rock Kestrel
Galerella pulverulenta
Cape Grey Mongoose
Naja nivea
Cape Cobra
Pachydactylus geitje
Ocelllated Thick-toed Gecko
Pseudaspis cana
Mole Snake
Pternistis capensis
Cape Francolin, Cape Spurfowl
Raphicerus melanotis
Cape grysbok
Rhabdomys pumilio
Striped Mouse, Striped-field Mouse
Sturnus vulgaris
Common Starling, European Starling
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Chersina angulata (Angulate Tortoise)

5.2

Pachydactylus geitje (Ocellated Thick-toed Gecko)

MORTALITIES

The table below contains all the mortalities recorded for the reporting period.
Scientific Name
Common Name
Pseudaspis cana
Mole Snake
Pternistis capensis
Cape Francolin, Cape Spurfowl

6. SOIL
Atlantis Cemetery: A project is currently underway to secure the topsoil from the footprint of the Construction of Civil
Engineering Services for the Atlantis Cemetery Extension - Phase 4. The topsoil will be scraped and stockpiled for removal
and translocation to the Klein Dassenberg Conservation Area. The topsoil will then be spread across the degraded area
at Klein Dassenberg to aid in restoration of this site. Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff will also be conducting search
and rescue of indigenous plants at the Phase 4 footprint by digging out, bagging up and loading suitable seedlings and
transporting same to the Restoration Facility at Westlake to be kept (logged, labelled and maintained) until ready for
planting out at Klein Dassenberg.

Search and rescue of indigenous species at the Atlantis Cemetery Extension (Photograph: Rethabile Mavundla).
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7. WATER
Atlantis Aquifer: The Atlantis Aquifer spans the Koeberg
Nature Reserve, Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve and
Brakkefontein Biodiversity Agreement site. Water is
extracted and converted into potable (drinking) water for
the surrounding communities of Atlantis, Mamre and Pella.
Atlantis, with a significant residential population and many
industries, requires a steady freshwater supply. This is met by
the area’s natural coastal aquifer, recharged urban storm
water runoff and treated wastewater. Pond 7, Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve’s largest man-made water body, is
a recharge pond managed by the City of Cape Town
Atlantis Water Scheme. The scheme works closely with
Biodiversity Management staff in the area to protect and
enhance the unique biodiversity found here.
Cape Town Water Resilience – Atlantis Groundwater
Development: The Department of Environmental Affairs
and Development Planning (DEA&DP) issued a directive in
terms of Section 30A of the National Environmental
Management Act, Act 107 of 1998 (NEMA) to the City of
Cape Town, as a result of the City of Cape Town’s request,
to address the current emergency situation related to the
water supply crisis being experienced in the Cape
metropolitan area. Section 30A (1) allows for verbal and
written directives to be issued by a competent authority to
the person responsible to undertake listed or specified
activities without obtaining the prerequisite environmental
authorisation in order to prevent or contain an emergency
situation or to prevent, contain or mitigate the effects of an
emergency situation. On 1 March 2017 the Mayor of the
City of Cape Town declared the City a local disaster area
under Section 55 of the Disaster Management Act, Act 57
of 2002. On 24 May 2015, the Premier of the Western Cape
declared the Western Cape a Provincial State of Disaster
under section 41 (1) of the Disaster Management Act, Act
57 of 2002. The Directive in terms of Section 30A issued by
DEA&DP allows the City of Cape Town to carry out listed
activities in terms of NEMA Environmental Impact
Assessment ('EIA') regulations, 2014 (as amended) related
to the implementation of interventions to address the
current water supply shortage emergency situation in the
City. The Section 30A Directive remain in effect from date
of issue (30 May 2017) for the duration that the City is
declared a disaster area as defined under Section 1 of the
Disaster Management Act, Act 57 of 2002 and until such
time that the City can demonstrate the ability to provide

adequate water supply to all the areas which fall within its
jurisdiction. However, Section 28 ‘Duty of Care’ of NEMA
remains applicable to all interventions to be implemented.
Cape Town Water Resilience - The construction of concrete
chambers and pipelines to allow for the return flow
capability of water to flow to and from the Witzands Water
Treatment Work (WTW) and the Melkbos reservoirs: The
Illegal commencement of vegetation clearance,
triggering listed activities in terms of the National
Environmental Management Act, Act 107 of 1998, was
identified by the City of Cape Town’s (‘the City’s’)
Biodiversity Management Branch (BMB) on 1 October 2019,
and immediately halted. The clearance, though linked to
the expansion of the Atlantis Water Supply Scheme,
approved as part of the S30A Directive, issued by the
Department of Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning (DEA&DP) on 30 May 2017, had not been
authorised by the landowner/management authorities
where the clearance and grubbing had taken place, and
had also commencement without method statement
approval by the Water Resilience Environmental Control
Officer (WRECO). Following the clearance, a meeting was
held on 17 October 2019 between the City’s Environmental
Management Department (EMD), BMB and the engineers’
Environmental Control Officer (ECO), to discuss the way
forward. The environmental assessment report and method
statement was submitted to the DEA&DP, as the
competent authority, whom advised on the way forward
with authorising the furtherance and completion of the
work. The management authority of the nature reserve
submitted comments on the various method statements
prepared for this project.
Water Restrictions: Cape Town is situated in a water-scarce
region and water restrictions are still in effect. Please visit
http://www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater for all waterrelated information and Frequently Asked Questions.
Rainfall is recorded at a fixed point about 5km from the
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve Headquarters Building
and data is provided by the South African Weather Bureau.
Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes and
to help make informed decisions in vegetation and wildlife
management.

7

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve | Witzands Aquifer Natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo Witzands Aquifer
Quarterly Report – 1 January 2020 to 31 March 2020

Rainfall - Atlantis - 2018 - 2020
100

MM

80
60

2018

40

2019

20

2020

0
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Month

8. FIRE
8.1

PREPARATION AND PLANNING

The City of Cape Town Environmental Management
Department, Biodiversity Management Branch, is a fully
compliant member of the Cape Peninsula Fire Protection
Association (CPFPA). The National Veld and Forest Fire Act,
Act 101 of 1998 requires that the owner in respect of State
land must join a fire protection association registered in the
area in which the land lies. The City of Cape Town being a
statutory body is obliged to join the CPFPA within the
boundaries of the CPFPA, which includes the entire Cape
Metropolitan.

The Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve has a number of
firebreaks on the boundary of the nature reserve that are
maintained annually. The National Veld and Forest Fire Act,
Act 101 of 1998 places a duty on owners to prepare and
maintain firebreaks. The procedure in this regard and the
role of adjoining owners and the fire protection association
are dealt with. Every owner on whose land a veldfire may
start or burn or from whose land it may spread must prepare
and maintain a firebreak on his or her side of the boundary
between his or her land and any adjoining land.

8.2 PRESCRIBED ECOLOGICAL BURNS

Ecological burns scheduled for Cape Town nature reserves
22 January 2020
In order to preserve our natural heritage and reduce the risk of wild fires, the City of Cape Town will conduct
prescribed ecological burns in various City nature reserves over the next few months.
Carefully managed burns of old vegetation are necessary to maintain species diversity, and to reduce fuel loads, which
in turn reduces the risk of wild fires.
‘The actual dates are dependent on ideal weather conditions. We will, however, ensure that the surrounding residents
are provided with further details of each planned ecological burn once the dates are confirmed so that they can be
prepared,’ said the City’s Mayoral Committee Member for Spatial Planning and Environment, Alderman Marian
Nieuwoudt.
As such, the City would like to inform residents of the following controlled ecological burns at nature reserves and
conservation areas over the coming weeks:
Area

Size of area

Scheduled time

Joostenbergskloof Conservation Area

12 ha

February to March 2020

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve

50,8 ha

February to March 2020

Meadowridge Common Conservation Area

1,5 ha

February to March 2020

Table Bay Nature Reserve, Sandown Fynbos Corridor

36 ha

February to March 2020

Table Bay Nature Reserve, Parklands Fynbos Corridor

5,3 ha

February to March 2020
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Table Bay Nature Reserve, Milnerton Racecourse Conservation Area

3,3 ha

March to April 2020

Zonnestraal Conservation Area

1,5 ha

Early April 2020

Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation Area

20,4 ha

February to April 2020

Helderberg Nature Reserve

20 ha

March to April 2020

Tygerberg Nature Reserve

13 ha

February to April 2020

Durbanville Nature Reserve

2,5 ha

March to April 2020

‘Our staff from the Environmental Management Department will work with the City’s Fire and Rescue Service and partners
to ensure that the procedure for all of these planned burns is conducted efficiently and safely on the day,’ said Alderman
Nieuwoudt.
The Fire and Rescue Service will also conduct the required pre-inspection of the areas; fire-breaks will be maintained and
widened where necessary; and firefighting equipment and fire hydrants will be tested to ensure seamless operations on
the day.
For safety reasons these reserves, or portions thereof, will be closed to the public on the day of the burning and for a few
days after until the area is deemed safe.
The required burning permits will be obtained from the City’s Air Pollution and Fire and Rescue Service Departments.
Prescribed ecological burns are crucial for the management of the City’s conservation areas as fire plays a fundamental
role in these ecosystems. Where Fynbos and Renosterveld vegetation becomes too old the vegetation can become
thick, shading out many species, and shrubs start to die. The rejuvenating fire removes all the dead material, and
stimulates seeds to germinate, and annuals and bulbs to flower.
Fires occurring too frequently can lead to a decline in slow-growing species and reduced seed production. However, too
infrequent fires can lead to bush encroachment and extinction of local species, as well as dangerous wild fires.
End
Published by:
City of Cape Town, Media Office

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff assisted with prescribed ecological burns at Tygerberg Nature Reserve,
Joostenbergkloof Conservation Area and Durbanville Nature Reserve.

8.3

WILDFIRES

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff attended to the following wildfires during this reporting period:
Date
Hectares
Ignition
No. of people
No. of
No. of
Comments
burnt
source
assisting on fire days
person
of fire
days
14/01/2020
Unknown
06 - BMB
01
06
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff
assisted Fire and Rescue services to
extinguish numerous small wildfires in
the vicinity of the Witzands Aquifer
Nature Reserve.
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17/01
–
18/01/2020

5.6 ha

Unknown

16 – BMB
22 – Fire and
Rescue

02

76

18/01/2020

1.3 ha

Unknown

02 – BMB
08 – Fire and
Rescue

01

10

Unknown

08 – BMB
12 – Fire and
Rescue
36 –
CapeNature
10 – Swartland
Fire and
Rescue
12 – BMB
10 – Fire and
Rescue

02

132

01

22

12 – BMB
22 – Fire and
Rescue

01

34

14/02
–
15/02/2020

02/03/2020

0.7 ha

Unknown

03/03/2020

3 ha

Suspected
Arson

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff
assisted Fire and Rescue services to
extinguish a large wildfire in the
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve.
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff
assisted Fire and Rescue services to
extinguish a large wildfire in the Klein
Dassenberg Conservation Area.
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff
assisted CapeNature to extinguish a
large wildfire at Riverlands Nature
Reserve in the Swartland Municipality.

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff
assisted Fire and Rescue services to
extinguish a large wildfire in the Klein
Dassenberg Conservation Area.
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff
assisted Fire and Rescue services to
extinguish large scattered wildfires in
and adjacent to the Klein Dassenberg
Conservation Area.

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff assisted CapeNature to extinguish a large wildfire at Riverlands Nature Reserve in
the Swartland Municipality. Staff worked for 16 hours to ensure that the fire was contained.

“Baptism of Fire”: Reserve Supervisors attending their first
fire on the first day of work (Photograph: Kyle October).
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9

PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION

9.1

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

The City of Cape Town’s Subcouncil 1 and the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve hosted the 2nd craft market at the nature
reserve on Saturday 29 February and Sunday 1 March 2020. Crafters living / active in the City of Cape Town Atlantis /
Mamre / Pella area, who produce locally hand- and art-crafted products that show creativity and originality were invited
to apply. Crafters took this opportunity to showcase their handmade clothing, knitting, toys, décor, arts and craft,
jewellery, deli products, preserves, fruit and vegetables, interact with the community and to experience the beauty of
the nature reserve.

The City of Cape Town’s Subcouncil 1 and Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve hosted the 2nd craft market at the nature
reserve.
The lack of a permanently appointed Environmental Education Officer at the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve affects the
relationships, programmes and opportunities conducted with schools, groups and events. Environmental education
programmes are currently conducted by the regional based People and Conservation Officer, Eco Schools Assistant,
interns and students. A permanently appointed Environmental Education Officer is critical in order for the nature reserve
to develop and implement site specific programmes relating to community, partnerships and stakeholder (internal and
external) engagement and to develop and implement environmental education tools and products relevant to the site.
The Environmental Education Officer post was advertised with closing date on 31/01/2020.
The table below contains all the environmental education programmes conducted during this reporting period.
Date
Name of school/organisation
Number of
Programme
participants
21/02/2020

West Coast Christian School

23

Nature Awareness

22/02/2020

Wesfleur Primary School

70

Leadership Induction

16/03/2020

Hermes Primary School

76

Water Awareness: Wetlands

Eco Schools Assistant, Carl Brown, conducting
an Environmental Education Programme on
food webs (Photograph: Rofhiwa Mmbi).

9.2

EXTERNAL MEETINGS

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff attended the
following external meetings:

Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association North
Ward Committee Meeting

Cape Town Water Resilience Project Meeting

9.3

INTERNAL MEETINGS

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff attended the
following internal meetings:

Biodiversity Management Branch Meeting (Quarterly)

Bi-Monthly Safety Meeting (Bi-Monthly)

North Region Monthly Meeting (Monthly)
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Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve Protected Area
Advisory Committee Meeting
Briefing Session: Tender No 210P/2019/20 for the Lease
of the Coffee Shop at Witzands Aquifer Nature
Reserve on Portion 1 of the Cape Farm No 2 Witzands
Site Meeting: SP12000126 General maintenance of
walkway and lookout platform at Witzands Aquifer
Nature Reserve
Site Meeting: SP12000135 Check, inspect & calibrate
conservancy / septic tank monitoring system Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve Headquarters
Building
Site Meeting: SP12000134 Supply and installation of
rubber speed bumps at Witzands Aquifer Nature
Reserve
Site Meeting: SP12000162 Electrical works and access
control system at Melkbosstrand











North Region Managers online meeting (Weekly)
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve Staff Meeting
Training Needs Identification (TNI) for the 2020/2021
Work Skills Plan
Green Infrastructure Plan Mapping Verification
Session
Sub-council 1
Environmental compliance and Law Enforcement on
Biodiversity Sites
Ecological Management Committee Meeting
Counselling Session – Damage to CCT34366
Annual Plan of Operation review
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9.4 VISITOR STATISTICS
Visitor Statistics - Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020
MAR
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5

4

70
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0
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0
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0
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0

0

0

0
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2

11

3

6

43

18

79

67

25

33

13

10

41

19

12

40

65

25

18

18

Note

SB

26.1.1

Adults 18 years of age and older

Per person
per day

SB

26.1.2

Children 3 years to 17 years of age

Per person
per day

SB

26.1.3

Children under the age of 3

Per person
per day

SB

26.1.4

Senior citizen / Pensioner (60 years of age
and older proof of identification required)

Per person
per day

SB

26.1.5

Students with valid student card

Per person
per day

26.2

To a
maximum 4
people per
vehicle
To a
maximum 4
people per
vehicle
To a
maximum 4
people per
vehicle
To a
maximum 4
people per
vehicle
To a
maximum 4
people per
vehicle

Daily Entry : Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve
(Atlantis Dunes)

SB

26.2.1

Adults 18 years of age and older

Per person
per access
only

SB

26.2.2

Children 3 years to 17 years of age

Per person
per access
only

Additional
people per
vehicle
(when
exceeding
the maximum
4 people per
vehicle)
Additional
people per
vehicle
(when
exceeding

JUN

FEB

333

Daily Entry : Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve
(Atlantis Dunes)

MAY

JAN

235

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve

APR

DEC

186

SEP

NOV

26.1

REMARKS

OCT

26

UNIT

AUG

SERVICES RENDERED

JUL

CAT

SPATIAL PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - NATURE CONSERVATION
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SB

26.2.3

Children under the age of 3

Per person
per access
only

SB

26.2.4

Senior citizen / Pensioner (60 years of age
and older proof of identification required)

Per person
per access
only

26.2.5

Students with valid student card

Per person
per access
only

26.3

the maximum
4 people per
vehicle)
Additional
people per
vehicle
(when
exceeding
the maximum
4 people per
vehicle)
Additional
people per
vehicle
(when
exceeding
the maximum
4 people per
vehicle)
Additional
people per
vehicle
(when
exceeding
the maximum
4 people per
vehicle)

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Permit expires
on exit

195

194

133

204

325

593

346

263

280

Permit expires
on exit

54

174

170

165

181

218

138

160

72

Permit expires
on exit

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Permit expires
on exit

0

0

1

1

0

0

2

1

0

Permit expires
on exit

34

9

18

37

36

24

11

7

11

Daily and Annual Access Permit : Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve (Atlantis DunesSandboarding Activity)

SB

26.3.1

Atlantis Dunes Sandboarding: Adults 18 years
of age and older

SB

26.3.2

Atlantis Dunes Sandboarding: Children 3
years to 17 years of age

SB

26.3.3

Atlantis Dunes Sandboarding: Children under
the age of 3

SB

26.3.4

Atlantis Dunes Sandboarding: Senior citizen /
Pensioner (60 years of age and older proof of
identification required)

SB

26.3.5

Atlantis Dunes Sandboarding: Students with
valid student card (Proof is required)

Per person/
per access
only
Per person/
per access
only
Per person/
per access
only
Per person/
per access
only
Per person/
per access
only
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26.3.6

26.4

Atlantis Dunes Sandboarding: All ages

Annual
permit
access

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

334

439

497

248

385

511

369

418

168

14

5

1

3

5

10

3

5

3

279

553

339

341

470

849

778

470

308

10

4

8

4

3

1

4

9

0

0

0

0

3

2

3

8

5

3

2

0

3

1

3

4

5

5

6

Daily and Annual Access Permit: Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve (Atlantis Dunes-Off
Road & Dirt Road Vehicles Activity)

SB

26.4.1

Off Road & Dirt Road Vehicles Atlantis Dunes

Per day/ per
access only

SB

26.4.2

Off Road & Dirt Road Vehicles Atlantis Dunes

Annual
permit
access

SB

26.5

Daily and Annual Access Permit : Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve (Atlantis Dunes- Quad
biking/motor cycles Activity)

SB

26.5.1

Quad biking/motor cycles Atlantis Dunes

Per day/ per
access only

SB

26.5.2

Quad biking/motor cycles Atlantis Dunes

Annual
permit
access

26.6

Not for
commercial
purposes

Maximum 4
people per
vehicle.
Permit expires
on exit.
Maximum 4
people per
vehicle. Not
for
commercial
purposes

Per access
only. Permit
expires on
exit
Per annum.
Not for
commercial
purposes

Permissible Commercial Activity: Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve (Atlantis Dunes)

SB

26.6.1

Atlantis Dunes Activity Permit for micro Events
at Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve (10 or less
persons)

Per day or
part thereof

SB

26.6.2

Atlantis Dunes Activity Permit for medium
Events at Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve (11
to 25 persons)

Per day or
part thereof

All bookings
to be
confirmed
and paid for
at least 2
working days
prior to
commencem
ent of
activity.
All bookings
to be
confirmed
and paid for
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SB

26.6.3

Atlantis Dunes Activity Permit for large or very
large Events at Witzands Aquifer Nature
Reserve

Per day or
part thereof

SB

26.6.4

Cancellation Fee Activity

Per booking
(5m x 2m)
Per day

26.6.5
26.7

Demarcated Bay /Non Demarcated Kerbside
or Space Rental (5m x 2m)
Hiring of Facilities and Equipment: Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve

at least 2
working days
prior to
commencem
ent of
activity.
All bookings
to be
confirmed
and paid for
at least 2
working days
prior to
commencem
ent of
activity.

0

0

0

2

7

4

1

6

2

Per booking

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

All other
activities.

0

0

168

19

136

193

71

155

127

0

0

1

2

9

0

0

1

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

No charge is
necessary to
promote
equitable
access,
partnerships
and
environmenta
l awareness
No charge is
necessary to
promote
equitable
access,
partnerships
and
environmenta
l awareness

SB

26.7.1

Hall bookings: EnvEduc/Nature Conservation
affiliated - 08h00 - 17h00 working days

Per booking
per day

SB

26.7.2

Hall bookings: EnvEduc/Nature Conservation
affiliated - 17h00 - 24h00 working days or
weekends and public holidays

Per booking
per day

SB

26.7.3

Hall bookings: Non-educational - 08h00 17h00 working days

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

2

0

2

4

0

SB

26.7.4

Hall bookings: Non-educational - 17h00 24h00 working days or weekends and public
holidays

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

4

0

16

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve | Witzands Aquifer Natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo Witzands Aquifer
Quarterly Report – 1 January 2020 to 31 March 2020

SB

26.7.5

Hall bookings: Non-educational working days
or weekends and public holidays - local
Community Based Organisations

Per booking
per day

SB

26.7.6

Kitchen hire: 08h00 - 17h00 working hours

Per booking
per day

SB

26.7.7

Kitchen hire: 08h00 - 17h00 working hours

Per booking
per day

SB

26.7.8

Refundable deposit for kitchen equipment

SB

26.7.9

SB

SB

SB

SB

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

8

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Boardroom hire - 08h00 - 17h00 working hours

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

26.7.10

Hire of Audio Visual Equipment: 08h00 - 17h00
working hours

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

26.7.11

Hire of Audio Visual Equipment: 08h00 - 17h00
working hours

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

26.7.12

Hire of Public address system (PA system):
comprising of two microphones, amplifier,
loudspeakers and other associated
equipment

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

26.7.13

Hire of Public address system (PA system):
comprising of two microphones, amplifier,
loudspeakers and other associated
equipment

Per booking
per day

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Non
Environmenta
l education
No charge for
Environmenta
l Education
and Nature
Conservation
affiliated

Non
Environmenta
l education
No charge for
Environmenta
l Education
and Nature
Conservation
affiliated
Non
Environmenta
l education08h00 - 17h00
working hours
No charge for
Environmenta
l Education
and Nature
Conservation
affiliated08h00 - 17h00
working hours
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10. STAFF MATTERS
10.1

STAFF ADMINISTRATION

Staff Time and Attendance Registers, Overtime and Time off in Lieu of Overtime were submitted on time and in the correct
format.

10.2

STAFF APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

Biodiversity
Compliance
Coordinator:
Biodiversity
Management: Kyle October was appointed as Biodiversity
Compliance Coordinator with effect from 01/01/2020 and
will be based at the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve. He
will be responsible for management of a regional based
support structure for the implementation of conservation
compliance, emergency environmental response and
environmental extension work.
Reserve Supervisor: Biodiversity Management: Buhle
Mkentane, Dale Slabbert and Khuselwa Mabuyane was
appointed as Reserve Supervisors with effect from
01/02/2020 and 01/03/2020 respectively and will be based
at the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve. They will be
responsible for assisting the Biodiversity Area Coordinator /
Regional Manager in the management of the provision
and maintenance of biodiversity on and off the nature
reserve in the predetermined area.
Work Integrated Learning: Lubabalo Sidinana and
Thembisa Ngamlane were appointed as In-Service Training

10.3

Environmental Education Officer: Position advertised with
closing date on 31/01/2020.
Expanded Public Works Programme: Kurtwin Pieterse and
Gene-Leigh Jacobs employed on the Kader Asmal
Integrated Catchment Management Expanded Public
Works Programme as Access Controllers with effect from
01/08/2019 until 30/06/2020 resigned during February and
March 2020. Kurtwin Pieterse accepted an offer of
employment elsewhere and Gene-Leigh Jacobs was
accepted at the Peninsula University of Technology to
study full time.
Specialist Clerk: Biodiversity Management: Amber Van Lill
appointed as Specialist Clerk for the Witzands Aquifer
Nature Reserve accepted an offer of employment in the
City’s Water and Waste Directorate. Her last day of work
was on 31/03/2020.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

Thembinkosi Mafuya was previously elected as the Health
& Safety Representative for Witzands Aquifer Nature
Reserve in terms of Section 17 of the Occupational Health
and Safety Act, Act 85 of 1993. As a Health and Safety
Representative and a member of the Health and Safety
Committee he plays an important role in the furtherance of
health and safety objectives for the nature reserve.

10.4

Students with effect from 01/02/2020 and will be based at
the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve.

One Injury on Duty (IOD) was reported to the management
authority during this quarter. The Management Authority
reported the IOD to the Human Resources Service Desk
and Compensation for Occupational Injuries and Diseases
Help Desk. The employees were referred to a Medical
Practitioner for evaluation and treatment.

STAFF TRAINING

The Training Needs Identification (TNI) for the 2020/2021 Work Skills Plan was completed. The TNI affords the line manager
and employee an opportunity to sit one-on-one and discuss the employee’s training needs.
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff attended the following training during this quarter:

Adult Education Training

Reserve Supervisor Information Session & familiarisation tour

SAP Portal Employee Self Service

Smart Driver Training. The Smart Driver Training Programme consist of five components; Basic environmental
awareness; Smart driving theory; Smart driver practical assessment; Monitoring and evaluation; Feedback to
drivers and management via meetings, reports and presentations.
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11. LAW ENFORCEMENT
11.1

PLANNING & PATROLS

The Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve has been plagued by
issues related to visitors to the nature reserve not complying
with the National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act (Act 57 of 2003), Regulations for the Proper
Administration of Nature Reserves (Regulation No. R. 99, 8
February 2012) and the City of Cape Town By-laws. Noncompliance by visitors are being addressed by education
and awareness, demarcation of the nature reserve
boundaries, appropriate signage and by conducting daily
foot and vehicle patrols where transgressors are fined or
prosecuted.
Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in
the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve. Incidents of illegal
access, fires, damaged fences, dumping, overnight
structures and hunting with snares are observed and
reported. During these patrols various other sightings are
also recorded, including animal tracks and wildlife
sightings.

deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. The
purpose of the capability is to provide various services
related to visitor management as well as staff safety and to
provide additional surveillance for reserve infrastructure. It
is required to liaise with members of the public with regards
to reserve activities, directions and rules as well as local
information. Rangers are responsible for first response; to
any injury or medical emergency, any wildfire,
environmental disasters and wildlife-related incidents within
the area of operation. Rangers are also responsible for
providing a nature conservation law enforcement service
within the area of operation which includes but not limited
to boundary / fence line patrols, various patrols,
clandestine patrols, search of suspicious individuals and
vehicles. Rangers are responsible for surveillance of reserve
infrastructure, remote installations and areas of interest.
Quemic Rangers were deployed at Witzands Aquifer
Nature Reserve effective from 1 January 2020 to 31 March
2020.

Quemic Africa deploys Rangers for the provision of visitor
and staff safety management within the City of Cape
Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems. Quemic
Africa deployed mobile Regional Integrity Teams, Senior
Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub Rangers in the
northern area of the City of Cape Town, where Rangers are

During the reporting period, staff continued with the closure
and rehabilitation of various unauthorised vehicle tracks
across the nature reserve that are causing habitat
destruction of indigenous vegetation. Staff also monitored
and closed various points of illegal entry along Dassenberg
Drive and Charel Uys Drive.

11.2

INCIDENTS

On 02/01/2020 Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff as
well as Quemic Africa staff found two seperate groups of
recreational off-road users trying to enter the nature reserve
illegally. The respective staff members escorted the users
out of the nature reserve to the main entrance where they
were required to purchase daily entry permits to enter the
nature reserve.
On 06/01/2020 an incident of illegal dumping was reported
to the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve by the South
African National Defence Force (SANDF) shooting range
staff. The Biodiversity Compliance Coordinator: Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve proceeded to investigate the
incident and found numerous bales of recyclable waste
material dumped along the Atlantis Range Road, off
Dassenberg Drive, Atlantis. A case of illegal dumping was
reported to the Solid Waste Law Enforcement Unit (City of
Cape Town Service Request Number 9108210161) for follow
up and investigation. The matter was resolved when the
responsible business was issued with a compliance notice
and removed the illegally dumped material.

On 23/01/2020 an incident of illegal storage of used tyres
was logged with Solid Waste By-law Enforcement. It was
found that a neighbouring property adjacent to the Klein
Dassenberg Conservation Area was storing used tyres for a
recycling company in Atlantis. Solid Waste By-law
Enforcement Officers investigated the matter but the
tenant on the property was uncooperative in providing the
recycling company’s business details. Further investigation
by the Biodiversity Compliance Coordinator: Witzands
Aquifer Nature Reserve on 25/03/2020 revealed that the
used tyres were being removed from the property.
During the reporting period Witzands Aquifer Nature
Reserve staff conducted compliance patrols over
weekends in the Atlantis dunes to ensure visitor safety and
compliance within the nature reserve. While conducting
these patrols staff also removed litter consisting of various
items such as sweet wrappers, plastic / glass cooldrink
bottles, beer bottles, diapers, underpants, old sandals,
buried planks which were used as anchor points, nails,
mudflaps, licence plate brackets, broken headlamp lenses
and plastic arch covers.
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Number of incidents

Conservation compliance and law enforcement incidents
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve
1 January 2020 to 31 March 2020
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

Jan
Feb
Mar

Category

Recreational off-road users stopped from gaining
access illegally to the nature reserve. (Photograph:
Quemic Africa)

Recreational off-road driving in the nature reserve after
closing time (Photograph: Quemic Africa)

Illegal dumping of recyclable material (Photograph: Kyle October)
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Illegal storage of used tyres (Photograph: Kyle
October)

Litter removed by Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff

Starting / Keeping a fire in public (Photograph: Quemic Africa)

Use of a drone in a nature
reserve (Photograph:
Quemic Africa)

Wildfire at Klein Dassenberg Conservation Area
(Photograph: Quemic Africa)

Possession / Consumption: Illegal Substance (Photograph:
Quemic Africa)

Permit Compliance: Wood Harvesting
(Photograph: Quemic Africa)

Illegal Wood Harvesting
(Photograph: Quemic Africa)
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Motor Vehicle Accident in the dunes with the SA Red Cross Air Mercy Service (AMS) to airlift the patient
(Photograph: Quemic Africa)

12. INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT
12.1

WITZANDS AQUIFER NATURE RESERVE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING

The Tender for the Lease of the Coffee Shop at Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve on Portion 1 of the Cape Farm No 2
Witzands was advertised on 06/12/2019. A non-compulsory / optional briefing session was held on 17/01/2020. The tender
closed on 06/02/2020. Tenderer(s) was found to be non-responsive. A Demand Plan was submitted to have the Tender readvertised and the request routed to the City of Cape Town Supply Chain Demand Management for approval.

12.2

MAINTENANCE

Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff assisted the Recreation and Parks Department with the installation of a fence at
Bishoplea Park, Newlands as part of a transferring of skills and on the job training initiative.
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve staff assisted the Recreation
and Parks Department with the installation of a fence at
Bishoplea Park, Newlands as part of a skills development and
training initiative.

During the reporting period, staff continued with the closure and rehabilitation of various unauthorised vehicle tracks
across the nature reserve that are causing habitat destruction of indigenous vegetation. Fence and gate repairs were
conducted along Dassenberg Drive after compliance officers found that Gate 2 was stolen.
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Fence and gate repairs were conducted along Dassenberg Drive after compliance officers found that Gate 2 was stolen
(Photograph: Cindy Adams).

The City’s nature reserves protect and conserve our natural areas and biodiversity heritage. Most of these reserves
conserve unique biodiversity that may only be found in Cape Town. They are an integral part of our Biodiversity Network.
Visit www.capetown.gov.za/naturereserves to find a nature reserve in your area and enjoy the scenery and outdoor
activities on offer.
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13. MEDIA RELEASES
Ecological burns scheduled for Cape Town nature reserves
22 January 2020
In order to preserve our natural heritage and reduce the risk of wild fires, the City of Cape Town will conduct
prescribed ecological burns in various City nature reserves over the next few months.
Carefully managed burns of old vegetation are necessary to maintain species diversity, and to reduce fuel loads, which
in turn reduces the risk of wild fires.
‘The actual dates are dependent on ideal weather conditions. We will, however, ensure that the surrounding residents
are provided with further details of each planned ecological burn once the dates are confirmed so that they can be
prepared,’ said the City’s Mayoral Committee Member for Spatial Planning and Environment, Alderman Marian
Nieuwoudt.
As such, the City would like to inform residents of the following controlled ecological burns at nature reserves and
conservation areas over the coming weeks:
Area

Size of area

Scheduled time

Joostenbergskloof Conservation Area

12 ha

February to March 2020

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve

50,8 ha

February to March 2020

Meadowridge Common Conservation Area

1,5 ha

February to March 2020

Table Bay Nature Reserve, Sandown Fynbos Corridor

36 ha

February to March 2020

Table Bay Nature Reserve, Parklands Fynbos Corridor

5,3 ha

February to March 2020

Table Bay Nature Reserve, Milnerton Racecourse Conservation Area

3,3 ha

March to April 2020

Zonnestraal Conservation Area

1,5 ha

Early April 2020

Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation Area

20,4 ha

February to April 2020

Helderberg Nature Reserve

20 ha

March to April 2020

Tygerberg Nature Reserve

13 ha

February to April 2020

Durbanville Nature Reserve

2,5 ha

March to April 2020

‘Our staff from the Environmental Management Department will work with the City’s Fire and Rescue Service and partners
to ensure that the procedure for all of these planned burns is conducted efficiently and safely on the day,’ said Alderman
Nieuwoudt.
The Fire and Rescue Service will also conduct the required pre-inspection of the areas; fire-breaks will be maintained and
widened where necessary; and firefighting equipment and fire hydrants will be tested to ensure seamless operations on
the day.
For safety reasons these reserves, or portions thereof, will be closed to the public on the day of the burning and for a few
days after until the area is deemed safe.
The required burning permits will be obtained from the City’s Air Pollution and Fire and Rescue Service Departments.
Prescribed ecological burns are crucial for the management of the City’s conservation areas as fire plays a fundamental
role in these ecosystems. Where Fynbos and Renosterveld vegetation becomes too old the vegetation can become
thick, shading out many species, and shrubs start to die. The rejuvenating fire removes all the dead material, and
stimulates seeds to germinate, and annuals and bulbs to flower.
Fires occurring too frequently can lead to a decline in slow-growing species and reduced seed production. However, too
infrequent fires can lead to bush encroachment and extinction of local species, as well as dangerous wild fires.
End

Published by:

City of Cape Town, Media Office
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Crafters sought for Witzands Nature Reserve market
29 January 2020
The City of Cape Town’s Biodiversity Management Department will be hosting a monthly craft market at the
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve. The City is calling on all crafters, especially those from the Atlantis, Pella and
Mamre communities neighbouring the nature reserve, to participate in the upcoming market on Saturday, 29
February and Sunday, 1 March 2020.
‘The Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve craft market is open for all to participate in and to attend. We especially want to
encourage local residents to participate in the upcoming market and use the opportunity to showcase their products
and interact with visitors. Our first market was hosted in December last year; the response was very encouraging and we
believe that this market will only grow as the community realises the opportunity and potential it offers.
'Our staff at the Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve are passionate and committed to this craft market as we believe that
the local communities have much to offer in terms of locally produced and homemade goods,’ said the City’s Mayoral
Committee Member for Spatial Planning and Environment, Alderman Marian Nieuwoudt.

All interested vendors are welcome to apply to be a part of this exciting new local market:





applications must be submitted by Thursday, 20 February 2020



preference will be given to crafters living or working in the Atlantis; Mamre and Pella area, and who produce locally
hand and art-crafted products that show creativity and originality



send
applications
and
trading
MellinaJoAnn.DeKock@capetown.gov.za.

all applications must include photos and a complete product description; those without will not be considered
applicants who have not received a response from the City by 24 February 2020 must note that their application for
this market day was unsuccessful

enquiries

to

GailAnthea.Hoffmeester@capetown.gov.za

and

Visitors will receive free entry to the craft market and the event will take place from 08:00 to 16:00 on both days.
Handmade clothing; knitting; toys; décor; arts and craft; jewellery; deli products; preserves; fruit and vegetables are
welcome. Crafters are reminded that all fresh and baked products they plan to sell on the day must have a label stating
an expiry date, the ingredients, and information about allergies. The City will only allow pre-approved products to be sold
at the market and no articles that offend by word or form will be permitted.
‘We hope that an opportunity like this will encourage unemployed residents in the surrounding communities to channel
some creativity and entrepreneurial spirit, and to use this platform to gain access to potential customers they might not
have been able to reach otherwise,’ said Alderman Nieuwoudt.
The City-managed Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve offers participants a beautiful venue in a scenic setting for those
attending the market. This location also provides vendors with an opportunity to market their goods to visitors who come
to spend the day at the Atlantis Dunes.
For general enquiries about the market, please contact Subcouncil 1, corner of Grosvenor and Hermes Avenues,
Saxonsea in Atlantis, or phone: 021 444 6039.
End

Published by:

City of Cape Town, Media Office
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Residents encouraged to comment on by-law intended to protect nature reserves, visitors
24 February 2020
The City has published a draft Nature Reserves By-law that is intended to protect and preserve the nature
reserves in Cape Town’s municipal boundaries, as well as to ensure the safety and enjoyment of those visiting
these areas. Residents are encouraged to read the proposed by-law and to please submit their comments.
Cape Town forms an integral part of the Cape Floristic Region, with much of its unique biodiversity being highly threatened
and restricted to small areas within the City’s municipal boundaries. It is challenging to adequately protect and conserve
this unique and spectacular biodiversity.
The City’s 23 nature reserves have been proclaimed in terms of the National Environmental Management Protected Areas
Act (NEMPAA) and the City is the designated management authority.
The nature reserves comprise a total area of 17 035 hectares which is a mere 20% of our recognised biodiversity network.
To support and expand this footprint, the City also manages 16 City Park sites in terms of a Biodiversity Agreement. These
sites are home to critically important biodiversity, but also serve as valuable public amenities, for example, Rondebosch
Common, and together comprise 381 hectares.
The importance of our biodiversity is also recognised by the private sector with 12 stewardship sites on private land being
managed in terms of a perpetuity stewardship agreement. This private property protects a further 2 262 hectares of
critically important biodiversity.
These protected areas provide important ecosystems and contribute to Cape Town’s future sustainability and resilience
to climate change.
The proposed Nature Reserves By-law aims to ensure that the City fulfils its obligations in terms of the NEMPAA, and that
our protected areas are utilised by learners, tourists, volunteers, and Capetonians in a sustainable manner.
Currently, the City of Cape Town’s 23 nature reserves are managed in terms of the National Nature Reserve Regulations.
The by-law is much needed, and will allow the City to improve efficiency, including the enforcement of these regulations
more vigorously through the municipal court system and the issuing of compliance notices.
The draft Nature Reserves By-law is based on the national regulations. The City is eager to improve on the language used
in the by-law by giving the public the opportunity to comment and to make further proposals. We will amend the
proposed by-law based on the input that we receive from residents and interested parties during the commenting period,
in the same way that we have amended the proposed Coastal By-law after a vigorous public participation period.
‘Thousands of people visit our nature reserves every month. They want a safe space, and an environment that contributes
to the pleasure and enjoyment of being in nature. We have a responsibility towards these visitors, but we also have the
duty to ensure that we preserve our nature reserves for future generations, and that the activities taking place in these
areas are sustainable and not harmful to the environment. The draft by-law seeks to find a balance between these
interests, and the different needs of those who visit the nature reserves,’ said the City’s Mayoral Committee Member for
Spatial Planning and Environment, Alderman Marian Nieuwoudt.
The by-law is intended to regulate the management of the City’s nature reserves, as well as access and uses, and lists a
number of prohibited activities.
The draft by-law allows for the appointment of voluntary safety officers, nominated by the existing Protected Area Advisory
Committees, to issue verbal or written instructions to visitors. Importantly, authorised officials must be in possession of a staff
identification card when exercising powers in terms of the draft by-law.
Access to nature reserves, entrance and access points, and the conditions under which an area may be closed to the
public, are prescribed. Nature reserves are open from sunrise to sunset, and the draft by-law requires visitors to always
have on them their entry permit for inspection, unless access to the reserve is free. It also determines that no person may
overnight in a nature reserve without written authorisation from the City.
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The draft by-law lists prohibited activities, among which the feeding and hunting of animals; dumping and littering; playing
of loud music; and lists activities that require prior authorisation such as filming, tours, events, research, the flying of drones,
rock climbing, and so forth.
‘One example is the challenge with syndicates who are using dogs to hunt animals in our reserves. Those participating in
the illegal activities bet on the dogs and the number of killings they make. The by-law will better enable the City to
impound and remove these animals, and to take action against their owners. Another challenge is those who remove
precious and endangered plants in reserves,’ said Alderman Nieuwoudt.
The draft by-law empowers peace officers to issue a fine, or instruct those who are contravening the by-law to leave the
reserve. The instructions may be verbally or in writing, and the person must comply immediately.
The draft by-law also allows the reserve manager, as the authorised official, to ban any person who fails to comply with
the provisions from its nature reserves for a certain time period; and provides for procedures to appeal against any
administrative decision taken by an authorised official.
‘A good example is speed boats and their drivers who often fail to comply with the rules when they are on the water. The
same applies to those who are driving in a reckless and dangerous manner in reserves where 4x4 vehicles are allowed.
The draft by-law allows the safety officer to recommend to the reserve manager to impose a ban on the driver for a
certain period as a corrective measure. Failure to comply with the ban would be an offence, and this person will be
prosecuted in the municipal court and fined, if found guilty,’ said Alderman Nieuwoudt.
Residents and interested and affected parties can get access to the draft by-law, and the protected areas list and map
as follows:



on the City’s website: http://www.capetown.gov.za/City-Connect/Have-your-say/Issues-open-for-publiccomment/draft-nature-reserves-by-law




at City libraries
at subcouncil offices

Comments must be submitted by Monday, 16 March 2020; these can be done online, at the City libraries, or subcouncil
offices.
‘I encourage residents to read the proposed by-law and the provisions, and to tell us their views. We need as much input
as possible so that we can address any shortcomings. Those who visit our nature reserves will have first-hand experience
of what is needed to preserve our natural areas, and to ensure that we all have a safe and enjoyable experience,’ said
Alderman Nieuwoudt.
End
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City continues with environmental and beach management during lockdown
30 March 2020
The City wants to assure residents that various measures have been put in place to ensure that the essential
Environmental Management services continue during this time.
Capetonians are reminded to contact the following numbers in case of environmental emergencies:




107 from a landline
112 (toll-free) or 021 480 7700 from a cell phone

The following essential services will be continuing during the lockdown:
Coastal management during lockdown
A small team of the City’s Coastal Management Department has been designated as essential staff during the
lockdown. This team is on standby 24/7 in the event of any coastal emergency which may include the following:





marine animal stranding
coastal pollution events such as an oil spill or shipping disaster
the collapse of significant coastal infrastructure, such as sea walls

Protection of African Penguins
Remedial management and actions with regards to the protection and safety of the penguins are prioritised. Two
penguin monitors are conducting daily checks on the African Penguin colony in Simon’s Town. The transport of birds to
SANCCOB for specialist treatment will continue during the lock down.
Hout Bay dunes
A small team of four coastal contracted workers is still undertaking basic tasks on the Hout Bay dune field to ensure that
the municipal infrastructure is protected from loss, theft or damage during the lockdown.
Protecting the nature reserves and biodiversity
Quemic security rangers, as well as other security contractors, will continue with their duties. The rangers, with the
support of limited permanent staff, will patrol the City’s nature reserves to ensure the protection of infrastructure and the
integrity of these areas. Personnel from the City’s Environmental Management Department remain on standby for
emergency responses such as general crime, theft, wildfires, wildlife conflict, essential faunal management, illegal land
invasions and pollution events. A Working-on-Fire team stationed at Wolfgat Nature Reserve and the fire department will
assist staff to respond to wildfires.
Baboon Management
The City’s Service provider for baboon management, Human Wildlife Solutions (HWS), is and will continue to ensure the
safety of residents in baboon affected areas.
HWS has specialised vehicles and will monitor and control baboon movement that could place residents at risk, even in
their own homes, at all hours. Residents can contact the Baboon Hotline on 071 588 6540 to report baboon issues and
incidents.
Numerous resources have been made available to members of the public regarding COVID-19. These include:








The NICD Hotline on 0800 029 999 operates seven days a week, 24 hours a day
The Western Cape Provincial Government Hotline on 021 928 4102
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/dept/health
www.nicd.ac.za
WhatsApp: 0600 123 456

For more information go to www.capetown.gov.za/coronavirus
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