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BACKGROUND

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was conceptualised
in the 1980s, and now has Nature Reserve as well as Provincial Heritage Site status.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on public-owned
portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary
for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below), with
recommendations, were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three of the five
identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010, respectively. The Land
Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve Manager in the
Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the receipt of Critical Ecosystem
Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development Planning granted
approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature Reserve in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27
October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve were proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature
Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and outdated
legislation.
Following a Public Participation Process (PPP), Council
resolved in June 2011 that the City’s Environmental
Management Department could proceed with the process
to proclaim the City’s 14 nature reserves, including
Blaauwberg, in terms of the National Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government, Environmental
Affairs and Development Planning in the Western Cape, Mr
Anton Bredell, under section 23(1)(a)(i) of the National
Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57
of 2003), declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017. The
City of Cape Town manages both its own, and the
provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
Provincial Heritage Site status was proclaimed over the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in Provincial Notice P.N.
001/2021 of the Province of the Western Cape: Provincial
Gazette on 28 May 2021..
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity of
natural, historical and cultural resources of this area for the
sustainable enjoyment and development of present and
future generations through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the development
of economically viable conservation and educationrelated facilities and activities, secure the protection of the
entire area and ensure its long-term sustainability based on
sound ecological and cultural values.”
Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: The City Nature Challenge 2022
was held from 29 April to 1 May 2022. This is a global
event hosted on the iNaturalist.org web platform, that
allows citizen scientists and workers in the field to
compete in trying to observe the most species in the
City that they are located in.
The iNaturalist.org web platform is available yearround to help identify observations of wildlife and
plants with the help of specialists who are subscribed
to the platform (see Figure 3 right).
Currently the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve has over a
thousand species recorded on iNaturalist, including 4
Amphibians, 18 Arachnids, 20 Reptiles, 60 Birds, 24
Mammals, 28 Fungi, 134 Insects, 26 Mollusks, about 28
other species (such as algae, sea weeds and
Crustaceans) as well as 680 Plant species.

Figure 3. An observation identified on iNaturalist.org as the Rosescented Geranium (Pelargonium capitatum) at Eerste Steen.

2.2
CHALLENGE: Invasive alien vegetation remains a scourge at Blaauwberg that will require dedicated
clearing work and long-term vegetation restoration efforts for decades to come. The limited capacity of
contractors and the costly nature of doing clearing work, combined with the aggressive regrowth in cleared
areas, places the promise of success in the long-term view (see Figure 4 below).
This necessitates that “all hands on deck” be applied at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve where staff are working
alongside volunteers and contractors to battle the invasive species at a grand scale. This work would all be in
vain if the precious indigenous vegetation does not return after clearing, hence the need for further research
into the restoration of endangered vegetation types such as sand fynbos and renosterveld at Blaauwberg,
combined with the wise use of fire to help stimulate the germination of indigenous seed stores in the soil.

Figure 4. EPWP workers helping to clear Acacia saligna regrowth in previously cleared areas.
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CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1

Protected Area Advisory Committee

3.1.1
The Protected Area Advisory Committee for Blaauwberg Nature Reserve had its meeting on 6 May 2022.
The agenda of the meeting contained the following items:
i. Committee matters:

Suitable dates and times for future meeting

Nominations of a chairperson
ii. Items for for noting:

Code of conduct

Constitution of the Committee
iii. Feedback from Management
iv. Feebdack from People & Conservation
v. Feedback from Friends of BCA
3.2

Management Plan

3.2.1
The update of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Management Plan is currently underway. A meeting was
held on 9 June with colleagues from the Branch’s Conservation Services Unit to workshop the scope and targets
of conservation goals and objectives. One of the key factors that came forward was the need to incorporate
the heritage aspects in the future planning for the Nature Reserve.
3.3

Legal Protection

3.3.1
Notices were previously served on illegal occupants at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm homestead
to relocate voluntarily out of the Nature Reserve. The notices gave a twelve month period within which to
relocate voluntarily, but the notice period lapsed on 09/11/2021 and the occupants failed to relocate in this
time-frame. There are five adults and several children living at this location in the Nature Reserve.
Due to the precendent set by recent case law it was decided to allow the respondents to make representations
to Council before approach will be made to the Court to obtain an eviction order. This will allow the respondents
to hopefully come to a reasonable agreement before having to go to Court.
Notices to create an opportunity to make representations are currently being drawn up. Nature Reserve
Management is still consulting with legal counsel to prepare the case for court in the event that a reasonable
agreement cannot be reached out of court.

Background:
Legal notices were served on 09/11/2020 on occupants residing in condemned structures at the old
Blaauwberg’s Valley farm portion of the Nature Reserve. The notices were issued in terms of the Extension of
Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) No 62 of 1997. The occupants were warned to relocate within 12 months. Failure
to comply with the notices could result in the City applying to the Court for eviction notices.
Housing survey questionnaires were provided to the occupants to help them register for potential alternative
accommodation were ignored. Besides the five adult members of the household, there are also several minor
children that reside at the delapidated homestead.
The occupants are continuing to exploit the natural resources of the Nature Reserve by harvesting wood and
grazing domestic animals in the Blaauwberg Hill Section. The occupants also move around in the Nature
Reserve and have left management access gates open overnight.
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FLORA

4.1

Invasive species management

4.1.1
The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) hack team, under the leadership of Mr Eddie
Heimann, continued clearing invasive alien vegetation in various locations in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve’s
Hill Section regularly on Tuesdays.
However due to low interest of volunteers during weekdays, it was agreed to move the volunteer hacking to
Saturdays. People interested in participating in this activity can contact the Friends of the Blaauwberg
Conservation Area to confirm dates when alien hacking excursions will be hosted.
4.1.2
Follow-up clearing was conducted by Nature Reserve staff in management unti BCA011, which is the
lower Eastern portions of Blaauwberg Hill, as well as initial clearing in BCA020. The team uprooted young plants,
while medium-sized plants were cut low to the ground with chainsaws and loppers. Herbicide was applied to
prevent coppicing (see Figures 5-6 below).
4.1.3
Follow-up clearing was conducted by contracting teams appointed through the Invasive Species
tender in seven (07) separate sites comprising management units BCA004, BCA005, BCA006, BCA007, BCA008,
and BCA018.
4.1.4
A second follow-up clearing was done by JS Invasive Control Services that were hired through the Hans
Hoheisen Charitable Trust in partnership with the Wilderness Foundation Africa. This work was done in a 25
hectare portion of the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration programme.
This exenditure was the last of the funding from the Trust set aside for this project. Biodiversity Network
Coordinator, Jacques van der Merwe, handled the administration tasks for the project on behalf of the City,
and the Blaauwberg team assisted with conducting final inspections.

Figure 5. EPWP workers removing Acacia saligna.

Figure 6. Nature Reserve staff cutting Acacia saligna.
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Management & Monitoring

4.2.1
Candelabra Lily (Brunsvigia orientalis) seeds
were surveyed in various parts of the Nature Reserve
as part of a study conducted by intern Lwandile Tyeba
from Table Bay Nature Reserve. The study is looking
into the possibility of hand-pollinating Brunsivigia
flowers in areas where there is a decrease in seed
production due to a lack of pollinators such Malachite
Sunbird (Nectarinia famosa) and Southern Doublecollared Sunbird (Cinnyris chalybeus).
Ultimately the study can be expanded to compare
amount of seed set from hand-pollinated plants versus
plants left with no human assistance.

Figure 7. Investigating seeds of Brunsvigia orientalis.

4.2.2
Rescued Red Grass (Themeda trianda) plants, numbering 642, were planted in shale clay soil on the
previously burnt slopes of Blaauberg hill. The vegetation on the slopes of the hill is Swartland Shale Renosterveld.
Red Grass is an important forage grass for antelope.
4.2.3
Cape Thatching Reed (Elegia tectorum) plants, numbering a thousand (1,000), were planted in portions
of the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration area at Blaauwberg. These plants were grown from seeds in the
Westlake Restoration Facility and were intended to assist in restoration of natural vegetation in degraded areas.
They were planted on well-drained soil near a natural surface drainage area which is also a seasonal wetland.

Figure 8. Nature Reserve staff planting Elegia tectorum in recently cleared areas that we previously covered with alien Acacia saligna.
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Management & Monitoring – continued

4.2.4




Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:
Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).

The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant species
have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term monitoring
of vegetation change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are open to grazing
and browsing by eland and red hartebeest.
This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the vegetation condition in relation to grazing pressure.
The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three year intervals.
This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is thus
highly recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and carrying capacity.
4.2.5
Below and overleaf are some examples of plants (Figures 9-16) that were identified during this quarter.
All the specimens’ identifications were confirmed to Research Grade level on iNaturalist.org.

Figure 9. Septemberbush (Polygala myrtifolia).

Figure 10. Spear Lipfern (Cheilanthes hastate).
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Management & Monitoring – continued

Figure 11. Purple Woodsorrel (Oxalis purpurea).

Figure 12. Cobra Lily (Chasmanthe aethiopica).

Figure 13. Tropical Woodsorrel (Oxalis hirta).

Figure 14. Greenbract Froetang (Romulea flava).

Figure 15. Strandveld Beachfig (Jordaaniella dubia).

Figure 16. Yellow Palm Sorrel (Oxalis flava var. flava).
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FAUNA

5.1

Management & Monitoring

5.1.1
The large game herds at the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve, including Cape Eland (Tragelaphus
oryx ssp. oryx) and Red Hartebeest (Alcelaphus
buselaphus ssp. caama), were monitored on a regular
basis.
Data was recorded from visual observations as well as
from motion-activated camera traps.
The Eland population is currently nine individuals, while
the Red Hartebeest population is currently at ten or
eleven individuals, depending on the confirmation of
new calves (see Figure 17 right).
The enclosure fence integrity was monitored and
maintained while drinking water points were
constantly supplied.
Figure 17. Cape Eland (Tragelaphus oryx ssp. oryx).

5.1.2
The natural spring at Borreldam was manually cleared of overgrowing Cape Bulrush (Typha capensis).
Various animals use this spring to gain access to drinking water. This work was required to allow animals to have
better access to the water. Typha capensis is indigenous to the Cape but it is thought to be threatening
wetlands through encroachment. Other invasive alien plants such as Acacia saligna were also removed from
inside and around the spring.
The Nature Reserve team used loppers to trim back the shoots below water level. Underneath the Typha stands
in a community of what appears to be Isolepis grass which could potentially be habitat for frogs. This wetland
grass community still needs to be identified.

Figure 18. Borreldam invested with Typha capensis.

Figure 19. Staff removing some of the Typha capensis.

Large mammals perform an important role in the Cape Floristic Region. Their browsing assists in nutrient
cycling, seed dispersal and vegetation regeneration, while hoof-trampling assists in opening up
impenetrable thicket areas.
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FAUNA – continued

5.1.3
Below and overleaf are some examples of fauna (Figures 20 – 25) that were identified during this
quarter. All the specimens’ identifications were confirmed to Research Grade level on iNaturalist.org.

Figure 20. Angulate Tortoise (Chersina angulata).

Figure 21. Four-striped Grass Mouse (Rhabdomys pumilio).

Figure 22. Red-headed Cisticola (Cisticola subruficapilla).

Figure 23. Grey Karoo Scrub-Robin (Cercotrichas coryphoeus ssp.
cinerea).

Figure 24. Pine Emperor (Nudaurelia cytherea).

Figure 25. Southern Steenbuck (Raphicerus campestris ssp.
campestris).
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SOIL

6.1

Management and Monitoring

Nothing to report.
7

WATER

7.1

Water quality

7.1.1
7.2
7.2.1
7.3

Routine water sampling was undertaken at the Melkbos Pan on 26 May 2022.
Water provision
All water provision infrastructure was maintained in good working order.
Rainfall

7.3.1
Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in 2022 to date amounted to 223.0mm at Eerste
Steen Resort, and 105.5mm at Blaauwberg Hill.
7.3.2
A third rainfall meter was placed to the East of Blaauwberg Hill. This decision was made in order to collect
rainfall measurements from all three major vegetation types in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, being Cape Flats
Dune Strandveld at Eerste Steen, Swartland Shale Renosterveld at the Blaauwberg Hill, and Cape Flats Sand
Fynbos to the East of Blaauwberg Hill.
Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service and record rainfall at each
gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Eerstesteen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill. The rainfall measurement will provide an
accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area. Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and
wildlife movements, and to help make informed decisions about wildlife population management.

Figure 21 below indicates the accumulation of rainfall in 2022 plotted over the average accumulation curve.
Figure 22 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2022 plotted over the
average rainfall pattern.
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Figure 26. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2022 plotted over the
average accumulation curves.

0.0
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
Ave Eerstesteen

Ave BBG Hill

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Eerstesteen

Blaauwberg Hill

Figure 27. Monthly rainfall records of Eerste Steen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2022 plotted over the average rainfall pattern.
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FIRE

8.1

Wildfires

8.1.1

8.2

No wildfires were reported from inside Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

Preparation and planning

8.2.1
All firebreaks and fire management measures were maintained in good order. Firebreaks were cut by
Nature Reserve staff and Expanded Public Works Programme employees.
8.3

Prescribed burning

8.3.1
A fuel reduction prescribed burning permit was applied for in this quarter. The purpose of the fuel
reduction burning is to use controlled burning to reduce fire hazard in an area where extensive alien plant
clearing has been undertaken.
The permit application was sent to the City’s Air Quality Management on 2 May 2022. A notice advising about
the intent to burn the brush piles was sent through to neighbouring properties and affected parties with specified
a commenting period.
The brush piles are located in the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration area of the Nature Reserve (see Figure 22
below). A site meeting was held at the site with Air Quality Management and the Chief Fire Inspector on 6 June
2022.
The permit was received on 27 June 2022 and will remain valid until 15 October 2022. Burning will take place
during the next quarter around two days per week. When burning is to take place, Air Quality Management,
Fire Services and the Fire Protection Association will be notified.

Figure 28. Brush piles of cleared Acacia saligna in the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration area.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder engagement

9.1.1

Internal meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended the following internal meetings during this quarter:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
9.1.2

06/04/2022: Living Along Wildlife workshop
05/05/2022: Invasive Species Annuall Plan of Operation
06/05/2022: North Region Health & Safety Committee
06/05/2022: North Region Management Meeting
10/05/2022: City Manager’s Capital Expenditure Project Review
12/05/2022: Fire Season Debriefing
19/05/2022: Biodiversity Management Branch meeting
09/06/2022: Management Plan review (Step 3)
24/06/2022: North Region Management Meeting
External meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended the following external meetings during this quarter:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

20/04/2022: Anglo American Grant for Blaauwberg Restoration Research
26/04/2022: Protected Area Advisory Committee
11/05/2022: Anglo American Grant for Blaauwberg Restoration Research
24/05/2022: Work-integrated Learning student review meeting
25/05/2022: Anglo American Grant for Blaauwberg Restoration Research field visit
26/05/2022: Emergency Preparedness Assessment
31/05/2022: Anglo American Grant for Blaauwberg Restoration Research skype meeting
06/06/2022: Fuel Reduction Burning permit site inspection
15/06/2022: Anglo American Grant for Blaauwberg Restoration Research

9.2

Benefits to people

9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach

9.2.2.1 Silver Leaf Primary School attended a
programme on 8 April. This was a group of 202 Grade
5 students from Du Noon. They were tought about the
plants and animals found at Blaauwberg Nature, as
well as the difference between living and non-living
things. They had to be divided in two groups. Six
teachers and three facilitators assisted.

Figure 29. Silver Leaf Primary Grade 5.

9.2.2.2 The 1st Milnerton Sea Scout Cubs planned an
overnight programme for 29 April, but due to rain, it
became a two-day programme. On 29 April a
microplastic survey was done, a presentation on night
animals was attended, and a night walk was
undertaken. On 30 April the group hiked the Coastal
Hiking Trail, followed by a sand castle competition.

Figure 30. The 1st Milnerton Sea Scout Cubs on the beach.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2

Benefits to people – continued

9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach – continued

9.2.2.3 Social Development & Early Childhood
Development faciliated an environmental education
outing for a retired group of 14 adults on 3 May.

9.2.2.4 Bloubergrant High School’s Grade 9 class
attended an afternoon hike at the Battle of
Blaauwberg site on 27 May.

The group also participated in beach cleanup
activities.

There were two facilitators, 51 participants, and four
teachers.

Figure 31. Fun on the beach.

9.2.2.5 The West Coast Christian School attended a
presentation about marine pollution, raw plastic, the
importance of beach clean-ups, and how the ocean
is a home on 4 May. On 7 May, the school did a beach
clean-up. The learners were accompanied by their
parents and siblings, resulting in a larger group. In total
there were 267 participants, including teachers,
learners, and parents.

Figure 33. Fun for all at the beach.

Figure 32. A hike in the hills.

9.2.2.6 Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended the
Koeberg Public Library holiday programme on 27 June.
A Powerpoint presentation on animals found in the
Nature Reserve was combined with a "show-and-tell"
activity in which taxidermy animals could be viewed.
The programme was attended by 8 children and 5
adults.

Figure 34. Wildlife show-and-tell.
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Environmental education and outreach – continued

9.2.2.7 An outreach programme was presented at
Sinenjongo High School about Thermoregulation. Due
to the large number of learners in each class, the
programme took place over two days, on 20 and 21
June. The programme consisted of a presentation, a
quiz ice breaker, and a game to test their
understanding on the lesson. The objective of the
lesson was to advance the learners’ knowledge on
processes of thermoregulation in animals.

Figure 35. Presenting at Sinenjongo High School.

9.2.2.9 Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended
training at the Southern African Foundation for
Conservation of Coastal Birds (SANCCOB), which
included bird rehabilitation theory, followed by
practical training. SANCCOB visited Blaauwberg on 18
May to give a presentation on coastal birds.

Figure 37. Staff member handling a penguin.

9.2.2.8 Funda Helping Program attended an
Environmental Education programme with a variety of
educational activities, both indoors and outdoors on 4
June. There were 29 children from Grades 4 to 7,
accompanied by four teachers, at the program.
The Funda Helping Program is a non-profit organisation
that provides academic assistance to schools in urban
areas where it is felt that academic attention is most
needed.

Figure 36. Educational beach activities.

9.2.2.10 The Environmental Education Garden was
maintained. The garden is used to allow students and
learners to experience hands-on activities and as a
venue for fun exercises, such as treasure hunts.

Figure 38. Part of the Environmental Education Garden.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2

Benefits to people – continued

9.2.2.11 Blaauwberg Nature Reserves and the Friends
of BCA attended the Melkbosstrand Neighbourhood
Watch Market Day on 7 May.

9.2.2.12 The Coastal Hiking Trail path was maintained.
Certain areas experience erosion, and the erosion is
addressed by inserting steps in steep areas.

Approximately 32 people came to the table to see the
taxidermy animals and they were surprised to learn
that the animals can still be found in the area.

This trail is often used for environmental education
purposes.

Figure 39. Melkbosstrand Neighbourhood Watch Market Day
stand.

9.2.3

Figure 40. Erosion control on Coastal Hiking Trail.

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area hosted the following activities at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve
during this quarter:


A Two Hills walk with a youth group on 30 April 2022



Guided botanical walk on the Coastal Dune Hiking Trail on 7th May 2022

The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been
recording plant sightings from the Nature Reserve since 2013. An annotated plant species list of over 200
species is maintained with records from their field visits.
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9

PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.3

Visitors and income

9.3.1

Overnight accommodation

The Montispectus overnight accommodation unit was booked for ten (10) nights (including on 2 April, 8-9 April,
15-17 April, 3 May, 20 May and 20-21June 2022), amounting to an occupation of 20 person nights, and creating
a revenue of R8,909 in fees.

Figure 41. Aerial view of Montispectus.

9.3.2

Eerste Steen Resort

R45,638 income was received from over 2,061 visitors at the Eerste Steen Resort this quarter.
DESCRIPTION

Apr

May

Jun

RATE

QUANTITY

INCOME

Permissible Commercial Activities
10-20 people bundles

R 2,170
5

R434.00

5

R 2,170

Daily Entry

R 28,813

Adult (18+)

676

402

281

R17.00

1,359

R 23,103

Children (3 -17 )

215

98

92

R10.00

405

R 4,050

R 0.00

4

29

R10.00

164

2

R10.00

2

Children (under 3)

4

Senior (60+)

81

54

Student (with Student Card)

R0
R 1,640
R 20

Season tickets / annual permit
Adult season tickets

R 316
2

R 158.00

2

R 316

Vehicles

R 14,150

Vehicles

246

159

161

R 25.00

566

R 14,150

Environmental Education
Learners

TOTAL

R 189
27

R 7.00

27

R 189

TOTAL

R 45,638

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH 2021

17

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve | Blaauwberg-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Blaauwberg
10

STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment and Administration

10.1.1 Welding Artisan, Lamla Sigenu, resigned to take up another work offer. His last working day was 27 June
2022. A small gathering was held at Eerste Steen Resort to wish him farewell.
10.1.2 People & Conservation Officer, Sinalo Grangxabe, and Administration Support Clerk, Danielle Michaels,
both from the EPWP Skills Development Programme, had their contracts renewed for another year.
10.1.3

Integrated Performance Assessments were conducted for the EPWP Skills Development staff on 6 June.

10.1.4 A vacant Visitor Control Officer position was made available to be filled for the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve. Area Manager, Koos Retief, conducted the shortlisting of the applications.
Workplace Capacity Fitness tests were held on 22 April, to select those candidates out of the shortlisted
applicants who could prove their fitness, to proceed to the following rounds of selection. Practical Assessments
were held on 3 and 4 May. The candidates who passed both the fitness test and the practical assessment were
invited to face to face verbal interviews from 16 to 18 May. A suitable candidate, Cindy Jagers (nee Adams)
was selected for the placement and would join the Nature Reserve from July 2022. She will start at Blaauwberg
from 1 July 2022
10.2
10.2.1









Training
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended the following training interentions during this quarter:
Observer standards at Helderberg
Chainsaw & woodchipper training
Tractor operation
4x4 training
Anti-hijacking training
SANCCOB bird handling training
First Aid training
SAP training.

11

LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Planning and patrols

11.1.1 Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti and
damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also recorded,
including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. Various patrols were conducted by staff during this quarter. Major
compliance issues found during this quarter included cutting of fences, and theft of fencing poles.
11.2

Nature Reserve integrity

11.2.1 Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor staff safety within the
City of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems. Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional
Integrity Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape
Town. They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. They also provide additional surveillance for
reserve infrastructure. Flash reports of incidents recorded in the Nature Reserve are received on a daily basis.
During this quarter the rangers focussed on providing visible security presence on the Coastal Hiking Trail,
protecting infrastrucure and fences, preventing alcohol use in public spaces, preventing running of dogs off
leash, checking on fishing without permits, preventing littering, dumping and illegal overnighting, as well as
responding to fauna related queries such as snake call-outs.
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12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

12.1

Services

The procurement of services is currently delayed due to the need to obtain transversal use approval for various
tenders. However services that were procured for the 2022/2023 Financial Year to date include:




12.2

G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities,
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams, and
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections.

New Assets

12.2.1 A 4x4 new tractor was purchased for
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and received on 28 June.
This is a replacement tractor for an old tractor that was
not 4x4, and was about to be scrapped.
The tractor is used during the cutting of long firebreaks
around the Nature Reserve. Firebreaks are trimmed
annually to comply with the National Veld and Forest
Fires Act and, to secure areas designated for
ecological burns, while also using small plant and
hand-operated tools.
The tractors will cut costs over a period as, during the
previous fire season, an attempt to trim the firebreaks
through the contractor budget was too costly. Quotes
received were too exensive (more than R80,000), so
the staff had to manually cut the firebreaks.

12.3

Figure 42. New 4x4 tractor.

Asset management and maintenance

12.3.1 Regular maintenance of the military access road to the top of Blaauwberg Hill continued. During this
quarter, Blaauwberg hill received extensive rainfall. Erosion control measures had to be reinforced.

Figure 43. Erosion control on the access road.

Figure 44. Erosion control on the access road.
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16.3.2 Other
included:

general

maintenance

activities



Six exclusion fence plots repaired during this
quarter. A fence has been erected around the
plots to eliminate the grazing and browsing
pressure from Eland and Red Hartebeest as art
of ongoing vegetation monitoring;



Braai areas at Eerste Steen Resort;



All visitor facilities, and



All Fences and Gates in the Nature Reserve;.

Figure 45. Maintenance of braai areas at Eerste Steen Resort.

Figure 46. Maintenance of exclosure fence plots.

Figure 47. Installation of a rainfall meter.
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 48. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 49. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 50. Nature Reserve management units.

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH 2021

23

