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Figure 1. Map of Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
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BACKGROUND

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was
conceptualised in the 1980s.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on
public-owned portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below) with
recommendations were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three
of the five identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010,
respectively. The Land Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve
Manager in the Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the
receipt of Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and
Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature Reserve
in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve were
proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and
outdated legislation.
Following a Public Participation Process (PPP),
Council resolved in June 2011 that the City’s
Environmental Management Department could
proceed with the process to proclaim the City’s 14
nature reserves, including Blaauwberg, in terms of the
National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in
the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section
23(1)(a)(i)
of
the
National
Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003),
declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017.
The City of Cape Town manages both its own, and
the provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity
of natural, historical and cultural resources of this area
for the sustainable enjoyment and development of
present and future generations through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the
development of economically viable conservation
and education-related facilities and activities, secure
the protection of the entire area and ensure its longterm sustainability based on sound ecological and
cultural values.”

Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: Heritage Western Cape (HWC) unveiled the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve as a provincial
heritage site on 24/08/2021 after approving a nomination report from the City’s Environmental Management
Department. The declaration was promulgated in the Provincial Gazette. Minister Anroux Marais of the Western
Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport presented the City with a plaque to showcase this proclamation.
The Nature Reserve represents one of the most intact and diverse lowland vegetation habitats in Cape Town,
marking the beginning of the West Coast flora, and contains approximately 1 445 hectares of rich biodiversity.
It protects three threatened vegetation types, including endangered Cape Flats dune strandveld, critically
endangered Swartland Shale renosterveld, and critically endangered Cape Flats sand fynbos.
The Blaauwberg Hill offers one of the few viewpoints in the world from which two World Heritage Sites – Table
Mountain and Robben Island – can be seen. The reserve presents a rich cultural and historical heritage of
various periods in history. Shell middens dating back approximately 15 000 years have been observed,
indicating early human occupation. The reserve contains Middle Stone Age and Late Stone Age occurrences,
which contribute to the understanding of the occupation of the South-Western Cape by indigenous groups.
In addition, the reserve conserves the site of the Battle of Blaauwberg in 1806, where the British took second
occupation of the Cape and retained ownership until South Africa’s independence. The battle of Blaauwberg
was a turning point in the history of the Cape Colony and South Africa in general. The Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve contains the battleground and field hospital associated with the Battle of Blaauwberg. The National
Monuments Council declared the battle site a conservation area in 1996 under the National Monuments Act.
The Muslim community of Cape Town, many of whom were slaves, were granted their own burial ground (Tana
Baru) in recognition of their contribution in the defence of the Cape against the British during the Battle of
Blaauwberg. Blaauwberg Hill also features several buildings constructed during World War II, one of which
includes the first radar station built in South Africa.
The City’s Mayoral Committee Member for Spatial Planning and Environment, Alderman Marian Nieuwoudt,
stated that this nomination is a milestone and will place the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, with its rich history and
heritage and the most spectacular views, in the same league with other important heritage sites.
BACKGROUND:
Provincial Heritage Site status was proclaimed over the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in Provincial Notice P.N. 001/2021 of the Province of
the Western Cape: Provincial Gazette on 28 May 2021. The proclamation titled HERITAGE WESTERN CAPE: DECLARATION OF HERITAGE
RESOURCES AS PROVINCIAL HERITAGE SITE, “BLAAUWBERG NATURE RESERVE”, SITUATED OFF MELKBOSSTRAND ROAD AND THE R27,
BLAAUWBERG, CAPE TOWN, was made in terms of Section 27(6) of the National Heritage Resources Act, No. 25 of 1999, and by virtue of
a resolution of the Council of Heritage Western Cape on 28 September 2020.

Figure 3. Some of the dignitaries present at the unveiling, from left to right: Cllr Nora Grose (Ward Councillor), Mr Ron Martin (HWC Council),
Ms Lorraine Gerrans (Director: Environmental Management), Adv Mandla Mdludlu (Chairperson of HWC Council), Minister Anroux Marais
(Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport), and Koos Retief (Biodiversity Area Manager).
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2.2
CHALLENGE: The mobile integrity service that was provided by Quemic Africa, consisting of various
stationary and mobile rangers, came to an end at the close of the previous financial year (end of June 2021)
due to the previous tender agreement running out.
The Biodiversity Management Branch had advertised a new tender, but it experienced delays in obtaining
Council approval to proceed with the appointment of the service provider. Quemic Africa won the new tender
but their appointment only took place in mid-August 2021, a month and a half into the new financial year.
During that time there was no mobile integrity service on the ground. The Nature Reserve experienced an
increase in various criminal activites, including theft of fencing poles, cutting of the fence line, illegal
overnighting, as well as muggings by opportunistic criminals. The Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area
wrote a letter to the Branch Manager, requesting urgent attention to appointing a service provider.
In the interim, Nature Reserve staff maintained a higher presence at various visitor facilities, and a stationary
guard team was also deployed to the Blaauwberg Hill’s overnight accommodation and other structures there.
Additional signage was designed by the Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area and placed at the access
points to the Blaauwberg Coastal Hiking Trail.
Once Quemic Africa was re-appointed, they were able to resume supporting the integrity of the Nature Reserve
by focusing on hotspot areas, returning to regular patrols and providing a visible security presence in the Nature
Reserve. Since then, the number of criminal incidents reduced drastically again.

Figure 4. Mobile integrity rangers guarding the Coastal Hiking trail at Blaauwberg.
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CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1

Protected Area Advisory Committee

Background:
In the previous quarter, a media release was issued by the City of Cape Town to notify neighbouring communities and interested
stakeholders of the deadline for nominations for City nature reserve advisory committees. The deadline was initially advertised as
28/06/2021, but it was subsequently revised to 19/07/2021 in order to accommodate as many relevant stakeholders as possible to
engage in the process. The City encouraged organisations with an interest in the City’s nature reserves to apply for membership and to
submit their nominations to the City. The PAACs were last renewed in 2018 as provided for in the Protected Areas Act. These committees
serve a period of three years and membership was opened for renewal and applications by new members. Organisations with an
interest in nature conservation were invited to nominate representatives to serve on these committees.

All applications that were received for new or renewed membership for Blaauwberg Nature Reserve’s Advisory
Committee were reviewed in this quarter. Confirmation letters of the approved applications were signed by the
Director: Environmental Management Department, Ms Lorraine Gerrans. Letters were sent to each approved
organisation. A date for the next meeting still has to be confirmed. The following members were approved for
membership of the new Protected Area Advisory Committee:







3.2

Bloubergstrand Residents Association
Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association
Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (now operating as Nature Connect)
Eskom Holdings
Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area,
Friends of Rietvlei, and
Wildlife and Environment Society (WESSA) Western Cape.
Legal Framework

Notices to relocate, that were previously served on occupants in the Blaauwberg’s Valley farm homestead, will
lapse on 09/11/2021. Thereafter, if the occupants had failed to relocate voluntarily, approach will be made to
the Court to grant an eviction notice.
Background:
Legal notices were served on 09/11/2020 on occupants residing in condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm portion
of the Nature Reserve. The notices were issued in terms of the Extension of Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) No 62 of 1997. The occupants
were warned to relocate within 12 months. Failure to comply with the notices could result in the City applying to the Court for eviction
notices. Housing survey questionnaires were provided to the occupants to help them register for potential alternative accommodation
were ignored. Besides the five adult members of the household, there are also several minor children that reside at the delapidated
homestead. The occupants are continuing to exploit the natural resources of the Nature Reserve by harvesting wood and grazing
domestic animals in the Blaauwberg Hill Section. The occupants also move around in the Nature Reserve and have left management
access gates open overnight.

Figure 5. Aerial view of the occupation in the Nature Reserve.
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FLORA

4.1

Invasive species management

4.1.1
A new follow-up invasive alien plant species
clearing contract was issued in terms of a tender
agreement with a new service provider. This is after
work-load assessments (WLAs) were completed for
certain priority management blocks.
Purchase Order 4503910069 (R216,593) was issued to
clear alien plant regrowth in management blocks
BCA004, BCA005, and BCA006, between the R27 and
the Blaauwberg Hill (see Figure 6 right).
4.1.2
Follow-up clearing of invasive alien plant
species was also undertaken by Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve staff, including EPWP staff, in a portion of
BCA019. This included Acacia saligna regrowth in
selected research sites (see Figure 7 below).
Hand-pulling of Lupinus angustofolius in a portion of
BCA009 and BCA012 was also undertaken by the staff.

Figure 6. Location of BCA004, BCA005, and BCA006.

4.1.3
The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) hack team, under the leadership of Mr Eddie
Heimann, continued clearing of invasive alien vegetation in various locations in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve:
Hill Section, including at BCA014 and BCA015, on Tuesdays.

Figure 7. The Nature Reserve staff removing Acacia saligna (Port Jackson willow) regrowth from research blocks.
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FLORA – continued

4.1

Invasive species management - continued

4.1.4
The presence of Callitris preissii, a new alien
species discovered in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve’s
Coastal Section, was confirmed by SANBI.
This was as a result of the Area Manager loading a
sighting of what was thought to be a Widdringtonia
tree on the iNaturalist web platform. There are about
30 or more of these trees in the Coastal Section, and
their origin is still unknown.
The initial sighting was scrutinised on the iNaturalist
platform, before SANBI decided to send officers from
their Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR) Unit to
investigate the sighting further on the ground.
After samples were collected and more close up
photographs were taken, the EDRR then subsequently
confirmed that the trees are in fact Callitris preisii,
which are introduced alien species.

Figure 8. SANBI staff investigating a Callitris preisii tree.

Background:
According to SANBI, Callitris preissii, was recently discovered naturalising in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. This species is not currently listed
as invasive under the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act’s Alien and Invasive Species Regulations, 2020, and the
threat they pose to South Africa has not been determined. Callitris is a genus of coniferous trees in the Cupressaceae family. There are
15 species in the genus, which are native to Australia and New Caledonia.
SANBI decided to launch an invasion biology research project for students. The project will aim to (1) assess the distribution of Callitris
species in South Africa including the extent to which they are cultivated and the number of naturalised populations, (2) assess the
invasive potential of Callitris species in South Africa and conduct risk analyses, and (3) determine whether nation-wide eradication might
be feasible, both by looking at the ease with which individual populations can be controlled, and by assessing the probability of being
able to detect all populations.

4.2

Restoration and Rehabilitation
4.2.1
Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration research
continued with Ms Dudu Ngwenya, a Ph.D. student
from the University of Stellenbosch, examining her
restoration field trial plots and collecting more field
data on 16/09/2021.
The data collected so far feeds into the question of
how to scale up active fynbos restoration efforts in a
cost-effective way.

Figure 9. Ms Dudu Ngwenya collecting field data.

4.3
4.3.1




Various fynbos restoration methods are still being
assessed and compared at Blaauwberg. A new phase
of restoration research is curently being planned.

Management & Monitoring
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:
Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).

The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant species
have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
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FLORA – continued

4.3

Management & Monitoring – continued

4.3.2
Vegetation was monitored in fixed monitoring plots intended to determine the role of grazing and
browsing impact of large antelope on natural vegetation over time. The first set of plots was monitored on
22/09/2021, and the balance will be monitored in the following quarter. The monitoring plots are placed in all
the vegetation types of the Nature Reserve, and monitor species richness, abundance and percentage cover.
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term monitoring of
vegetation change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are open to grazing and browsing
by eland and red hartebeest. This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the vegetation condition in relation to
grazing pressure. The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three year
intervals. This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is thus highly
recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and carrying capacity.

Figure 10. An open monitoring plot.

Figure 11. A fenced-off exclusion plot.

4.3.3
The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been
recording plant sightings from the Nature Reserve since 2013. An annotated plant species list of over 200 species
is maintained with records from their field visits. Crew undertook the following outings to the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve in this quarter:




4.3.4

03/07/2021
07/08/2021
04/09/2021
07/09/2021

Coastal Dune Hiking Trail: 09:00 - 12:30 from Eerste Steen
Blaauwberg Hill
Coastal Dune Hiking Trail: 09:00 - 12:30 from Eerste Steen
Blaauwberg Hill

Below are images of some of the floral diversity in Blaaubwerg Nature Reserve during this quarter:

Figure 12. Spring flowers at Eerste Steen Resort.
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Figure 13. Lachenalia pallida.

Figure 14. Lachenalia rubida.

Figure 15. Spiloxene sp.

Figure 16. Babiana odorata.

Figure 17. Zaluzianskya villosa.

Figure 18. Babiana tubiflora.

Figure 19. Moraea flaccida.

Figure 20. Hyobanche sanguinea.

Figure 21. Watsonia meriana.
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Figure 22. Gladiolus carinatus.

Figure 23. Protea scolymocephala.

Figure 24. Moraea fugax

Figure 25. Sutherlandia frutescens.

Figure 26. Pelargonium triste.

Figure 27. Romulea hirsuta.

Figure 28. Metalasia muricata.

Figure 29. Babiana nana.

Figure 30. Eriocephalus africanus
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FAUNA

5.1

Management & Monitoring

5.1.1
The large game herds at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, including Taurotragus oryx (eland) and
Alcelaphus buselaphus caama (red hartebeest), were monitored on a regular basis. The enclosure fence
integrity was maintained and drinking water points were constantly supplied. The animals were however not
very dependent on water during this quarter. After the capture and translocation of twenty-one eland in the
previous quarter, the eland population is back to eight individuals. The red hartebeest is currently at ten
individuals.
Large mammals perform an important role in the Cape Floristic Region. Their browsing assists in nutrient cycling,
seed dispersal and vegetation regeneration, while trampling assists in opening up impenetrable thicket areas.
5.1.2
Camera traps were used to obtain images of the fauna that reside in the reserve. Camera traps
normally are placed in animal movement areas or at water points where they are expected to drink water.
Eland and red hartebeest were hardly seen on the camera traps this quarter due to them being less dependent
on water at the moment. Other animals seen on the camera traps included Duiker, Caracal, Genet, Porcupine,
and Steenbok.

Figure 31. Camera trap image of red hartebeest.

Figure 32. Camera trap image of steenbok.

Figure 33. Camera trap image of eland.
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5.1.3
A Cape honey bee (Apis capensis) nest was
removed
from
the
Montispectus
overnight
accommodation unit on 20/08/2021.
Bee nests are normally left alone in the reserve
because they occur here naturally, however, nests
that could potentially cause harm to visitors are
relocated.
This nest was situated in the space between a window
and a wooden shutter door at the accommodation
unit.
The Invasive Species Unit’s Animals Project, and Neal
Schachat (a senior field ranger from Edith Stephens
Nature Reserve) assisted with the relocation of a Cape
Honeybee from the building.

Figure 34. A worker in a protective bee suit.

Beehives and bee nests are not the same thing.
Bee nests occur naturally in the wild, according to the availbility of food sources and suitable nesting sites. Sometimes
bees select built structures for their nests. These bee nests can generally be left alone without any risk, but in some instances
they can potentially cause harm and need to be relocated.
The Cape honey bee is one of a multitude of other pollinators in natural vegetation, some of which are highly specialised
for pollinating specific plants.
Beehives, on the other hand, are man-made structures that are intended to house honey bees for the purpose of
pollinating cultivated crops on a large scale and harvesting honey for commercial use. Introducing beehives to the wild
can affect the diversity of naturally occurring pollinators. Commercial beehives may be excessively aggressive and could
displace certain specialised pollinators by competing for available food resources. This can result in some plants losing
their specialised pollinators completely. As such commercial bee hives are not allowed in Nature Reserves.

Figure 35. The Invasive Species Unit removing the bee nest from a window shutter at the Montispectus overnight accommodation unit.
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5.1.4

Below are images of some other fauna in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter:

Figure 36. A juvenile mole snake.

Figure 37. A millipede.

Figure 39. Diaphone eumela.

6

SOIL

6.1

Management and Monitoring

Figure 38. Cerotis capensis.

Figure 40. Angulate tortoise.

Nothing to report.
7

WATER

7.1

Water quality

7.1.1
7.2
7.2.1

Routine water quality samples were collected from the Melkbos Pan on 26/08/2021.
Water provision
All water provision infrastructure was maintained in good working order.
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WATER – continued

7.3

Rainfall

7.3.1
Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during 2021 amounted to 422.4mm at Eerste Steen
Resort, and 304mm at Blaauwberg Hill. The months of July and August recorded above-average rainfall.
Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service and record rainfall at each
gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Eerstesteen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill. The rainfall measurement will provide an
accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area. Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and
wildlife movements, and to help make informed decisions about wildlife population management.

Figure 41 below indicates the accumulation of rainfall in 2021 plotted over the average accumulation curve.
Rainfall accummulation was average to date.
Figure 42 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over
the average rainfall pattern.
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Figure 41. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2021 plotted over the
average accumulation curves.
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Figure 42. Monthly rainfall records of Eerste Steen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over the average rainfall pattern.

Figure 43 below indicates the average rainfall volumes of Eerste Steen Resort compared to the Blaauwberg Hill.
It is clear that Blaauwberg Hill receives significantly less rainfall than the Eerste Steen Resort.
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Figure 43. The average rainfall volumes of Eerste Steen Resort compared to the Blaauwberg Hill.
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FIRE

8.1

Preparation and planning

8.1.1

No wildfires were reported from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

8.1.2
The fire history map of the Nature Reserve was updated. The burnt areas of the 2019 prescribed
ecological burn in the Swartland shale renosterveld was added to the fire history map. These maps are an
important tool to inform management decisions relating to wildfire fighting, implementation of ecological burns,
as well as planning ecological restoration.
8.1.3
A firebreak maintenance planning site meeting was held on 22/09/2021. NCC Environmental Services
has been appointed on a tender with the Invasive Species Unit to provide a service of cutting firebreaks. NCC
Environmental Services will be contracted through the “Green Jobs tender” to maintain existing firebreaks in
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. The cutting of the firebreaks will commence once quotations are received, and
the procurement processes followed to issue purchase orders.
The National Veld and Forest Fire Act, Act 101 of 1998, Chapter 2 clause 4(8) states that “The owner in respect of State
land must join any fire protection association registered in the area in which the land lies.” The City of Cape Town, being
a statutory body, is obliged to join the Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association (http://www.cpfpa.org.za) within the
boundaries of the CPFPA, which includes the entire Cape Metropolitan Area. The City of Cape Town Environmental
Management Department (EMD) Biodiversity Management Branch is a fully compliant member of the CPFPA.

8.1.4
A pre-fire season tour was held with Melkbos Fire Station on 29/09/2021. The tour was aimed at
orientating the Fire Department to various access points of the Nature Reserve and identifying areas of high fire
risk. The tour also noted the placement and condition of fire hydrants, the presence of high fuel load (such as
stacked invasive vegetation), illegal woodcutting, and the presence illegal overnight locations.

Figure 44. Pre-fire season tour at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.

8.2

Prescribed burning

8.2.1
The updated Fire Operational Plan for planned ecological burning in 2022 was submitted to the Fire
Committee for review. The operational plan is required before a burn permit application can be sent to the City
of Cape Town’s Air Quality Management Department. Ecological burning of the Swartland shale renosterveld
is required to maintain the botanical diversity, especially to assist the regeneration of plants that require fire for
germination.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder engagement

9.1.1

Internal meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended mostly on-line meetings during this quarter due to the requirement
for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic and the nation-wide lockdown. Internal meetings included
the following:
•
•
•
•
9.1.2

19/07/2021: Kader Asmal Skills Development EPWP Induction
21/07/2021: North Region Management and Health & Safety Committee meetings
31/08/2021: Biodiversity Management Branch on-line meeting
06/09/2021: North Region on-line meeting
External meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attend moslty on-line external meetings during this quarter due to the
requirement for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic nation-wide lockdown, including:
•
•
•
•

21/08/2021: Site meeting with Heritage Western Cape about the unveiling of the heritage site status
20/09/2021: Subcouncil 16 meeting to present Biodiversity Management annual report
23/09/2021: Fleet risk vehicle safety inspection
28/09/2021: Anglo American Nature +ve research grant

9.2

Benefits to people

9.2.1

Overnight accommodation

The Montispectus overnight accommodation unit was booked for ten (10) nights, including on 22-23/07/2021,
14/08/2021, 21/08/2021, 27/08/2021, 11/09/2021, 17-18/09/2021, and 23-24/09/2021. The unit hosted 18 people,
and created a total revenue of R7,661.
9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach

9.2.2.1 Centurion Academy students conducted a beach cleanup on 10/09/2021. They collaborated with a
microplastic survey, which looks at the influence of raw plastic nurdles found on our coastlines and the marine
environment.
9.2.2.2 The Melkbosstrand Private Schoold attended a visit to Blaauwberg Nature Reserve on 20/09/2021. This
is part of an outreach programme aimed at grade 4 and 5. The theme was “OUR BIODIVERSITY” with a focus on
flora and fauna around the Blaauwberg area. The programme was curriculum-linked in that it explained how
living and non-living things are interconnected and by looking at the different structures of the specimens found.
9.2.2.3 The Social Development and Early Childhood Development Department have been hosting
programmes for different age groups at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve for some time. This the partnership allows
the reserve to run programmes with their groups. Their most recent visit was on 29/09/2021.
9.2.2.4 The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area, partnering with Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, hosted the
Clean-up & Recycle SA week from 13-18/09/2021, with the week ending on International Coastal Cleanup Day
on 18/09/2021. Approximately 125 volunteers joined the event over that week.
9.2.3

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

9.2.3.1 The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area hosted a guided interpretive walk (Two Hills Walk) at the
Blaauwberg Hill on 25/09/2021.
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9

PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2

Benefits to people – continued

Below are images of some of the beach clean-up events that took place this quarter.

Figure 45. Centurion Academy students at a beach clean-up.

9.3

Visitors and income

9.3.1

Income

Figure 46. Atlantic Beach Estate staff at a beach clean-up.

R45,460 income was generated from 2,335 visitors at the Eerste Steen Resort during this quarter.
DESCRIPTION

Jul

Aug

Sep

RATE

QUANTITY

INCOME

Permissible Commercial Activities
10-20 people bundles

R 1,488
1

1-9 people bundles

2

R434.00

3

R 1,302

1

R186.00

1

R 186

Daily Entry

R 33,508

Adult (18+)

220

609

735

R17.00

1,564

R 26,588

Children (3 -17 )

37

226

216

R10.00

479

R 4,790

Children (under 3)

2

5

3

R 0.00

10

R0

Senior (60+)

18

74

107

R10.00

199

R 1,990

14

R10.00

Student (with Student Card)

R 140

Trading opportunities

R 85

Fixed/mobile trading (off-peak)

1

R 85.00

18

R 85

Vehicles and craft
Vehicles

R 18,350
104

298

332

R 25.00

734

R 18,350

Season Tickets
Family

TOTAL

R 245
1

R 245.00

1

R 245

TOTAL

R 53,676
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10

STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment

10.1.1 The North Regional Head, Bongani Mnisi, announced that he was successful in getting a promotion to
Branch Manager: Environmental Planning and Sustainability in the Environmental Management Department. As
such the position of North Regional Head will become vacant. The Branch Manager is planning to fill this position
on a competitive basis, subject to an internal re-alignment process in the Branch. In the interim, the East Regional
Head, Roy Ersntzen, will be acting as the North Regional Head until further notice. The Nature Reserves that
report under the North Regional Head include Blaauwberg, Witzands Aquifer, Table Bay, Tygerberg, Durbanville
and Bracken.
10.1.2 The Kader Asmal Skills Development
Expanded Public Works Programme placed two
interns at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve on contracts
that will initially be for a year, and thereafter can be
extended for two more years.


Sinalo Grangxabe, who was already working
at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, was placed as
a People and Conservation Officer Intern.



Danielle Michaels (see Figure 47 right) was
placed as a People and Conservation
Administration Assistant.

10.1.3 A new team of 17 Expanded Public Works
Programme (EPWP) workers was employed at the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve from July 2021 until the
end of the 2021/22 financial year. The team consists of
general workers, machine operators, supervisors and
an administrative clerk.
Their employment is funded from the Kader Asmal
Integrated Catchment Management Programme. The
team focusses on doing repairs and maintenance,
cutting firebreaks and footpaths, cleaning picnic
facilities, repairing roads and fences, as well as
cleaning all visitor facilities.

10.2

Figure 47. Danielle Michaels.

Training

Fifty (50) person days of training was offered to staff at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve this quarter, including:


Contract Management Guideline training was offered to Matshela Jerry Khalo on 17/08/2021 (1 person
day).



Discrimination and Sexual Harassment training was offered to all nature reserve staff on 14/09/2021 (27
person days).



EPWP Induction was offered to EPWP People and Conservation staff as well as the EPWP worker team on
various days (20 person days).



Contract Monitoring Systems training was offered to Jacobus Retief on 7/09/2021 (1 person day).



BEC-BSC Chairperson training was offered to Jacobus Retief on 30/09/2021 (1 person day).
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10.3

Staff Administration

10.3.1 Student Celmari Pieterse underwent a performance evaluation on 18/08/2021 in terms of the
requirements of Centurion Academy where she is enrolled in the Nature Management Programme.
10.3.2 Integrated Performance Management assessments for the 2019/2020 financial year were completed
for all relevant staff, as required on an annual basis in terms of the Muncipal Finance Management Act.
10.3.3 Initial consultations were conducted with all staff that exceeded sick leave thresholds as required by
the time and attendance system and procedure. Initial consultations are aimed at identifying what types of
interventions may be required to manage the use of sick leave balances.
10.3.4 Declarations of Interest were submitted by all staff, as required on an annual basis, in terms of the
Municipal Finance Management Act. This requirement is to ensure that no conflicts of interest exist where
procurement of goods and services are concerned.
10.3.5 The Nature Reserve administration offices were closed to the public on public holidays on 09/08/2021
and 24/09/2021, but the Eerste Steen Resort remained open to the public.
10.3.6 A disciplinary hearing took place in which a staff member was accused of failing to report a motor
vehicle accident involving a Council vehicle, as required by the Fleet Management Policy. An internal
investigation into light damage observed on a particular Council vehicle initially did not obtain a confession
from any of the possible drivers. The identity of the driver subsequently came to light after a third party insurance
claim was received. During the ensuing disciplinary hearing, the driver then admitted guilt in failing to report
the accident, and was given a final written warning. This was a serious sanction short of dismissal.
11

LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Planning and patrols

11.1.1 Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti and
damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also recorded,
including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. 63 patrols were conducted by staff during this quarter. Major
compliance issues found during this quarter included cutting of fences, and theft of fencing poles.
11.2

Incidents

11.2.1 Three gun-point mugging incidents were reported by hikers on the Blaauwberg Coastal Hiking Trail this
year. Incidents occurred on Sunday 7/02/2021, Saturday 17/07/2021 and Sunday 25/07/2021. All cases where
reported to SAPS Table View. This came as a shock since the coastal hiking trail was known as a safe trail to use.
The February incident initially seemed like an isolated opportunistic incident, but since two more muggings took
place, it became clear that the culprit was likely the same person and planned the attacks meticulously.
Descriptions of the culprit were similar and the method he used seemed the same.
The trail is an open-access area, making it impossible to control where and when people go onto it. Parts of the
trail are also visually isolated. The trail starts and ends opposite Eerste Steen Resort, but most of the trail cannot
be seen from the resort office. It was not practical to close the trail as there was no way to physically achieve
this. Additional signage was placed at various points where people can access the trail to advise them about
measures to ensure their safety. The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area and community groups supplied
information to hikers via social media, but no person fitting the description was apprehended yet.
Reserve staff increased patrolling of the trail. Hikers were advised of the potential danger, but not all hikers used
the trail during working hours or passed by the Resort Cash Office. City Law Enforcement was informed and
requested to assist with patrolling on weekends. The reserve integrity tender that ended in June 2021 was
renewed for the new financial year, but the appointment of mobile integrity rangers could only happen again
in mid-August 2021. Once appointed, Quemic Africa resumed the provision of reserve integrity services,
including visible presence on the Coastal Hiking Trail. No more reports of muggings were received in this quarter.
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11.3

Nature Reserve integrity

11.3.1 Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor and staff safety within
the City of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems. Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional
Integrity Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape
Town. They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. They also provide additional surveillance for
reserve infrastructure. Flash reports of incidents recorded in the Nature Reserve are received on a daily basis.
During this quarter the rangers focussed on providing visible security presence on the Coastal Hiking Trail,
preventing alcohol use in public spaces, preventing running dogs off leash, checking on fishing without permits,
preventing litter, dumping and illegal overnighting, as well as responding to fauna related queries such as snake
call-outs.
12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

12.1

Services

The following services were procured for the 2021/2022 Financial Year:





12.2

Lindol Hygiene Services, toilet hygiene,
G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities,
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams, and
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections.

New infrastructure

12.1.1 A closed-circuit television (CCTV) security surveillance system was installed at the Blaauwberg Hill with
funding provided by the Ward Councillor Nora Grose. The system is intended to monitor acess to the Hill and to
protect the heritage buildings, including the Heritage Interpretive Centre which is situated inside a generator
room from the World War II time period.
The generator building was used to supply power to
the World War II buildings, including a radar
observation station, on the Blaauwberg Hill.

Figure 48. Installation of part of the CCTV system.

12.2

Figure 49. A monitor consisting of live video feeds.

Asset management and maintenance

12.1.1 The security alarm system at the Eerste Steen Resort office was maintained under a Repair &
Maintenance works order on 12/08/2021, after a panel became faulty. The alarm is now back in operation.
12.1.2 All Nature Reserve vehicles were maintained in good working order during this quarter. All reserve
vehicles underwent a fleet risk compliance inspection on 23/09/2021.
12.1.3

The Nature Reserve’s picnic and visitor facilities were cleaned on a daily basis.

.
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12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT – continued

12.2

Asset management and maintenance

12.2.4 The Nature Reserve’s fences were repaired due to the theft of fence poles as well as the fence being
cut, at various locations. The overall integrity of the fence was unaffected and the safety of the large game
animals were not compromised.
12.2.5 Portions of the access road and the military road to the top of the Hill were repaired. Milling material
was sourced from Killarney Roads Infrastructure Management Department and was used to fill and level parts
of the road where water was gathering. Furthermore, soil material from cleared water runoff channels was used
to close some eroded areas.

Figure 50. Portion of access road impacted by standing water.

Figure 51. Milling material used to fill and level the road.

12.2.6 The replacement of the decking floor of a toilet block at the Blaauwberg Hill commenced on
06/09/2021. The need for the replacement of the floor to results from a Health and Safety inspection that
identified the current flooring material as a safety hazard.

Figure 52. Replacing the old decking floor at the toilet block at Blaauwberg Hill.
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 53. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 54. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 55. Nature Reserve management units.
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APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES
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