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Figure 1. Map of Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
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BACKGROUND

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was
conceptualised in the 1980s.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on
public-owned portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below) with
recommendations were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three
of the five identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010,
respectively. The Land Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve
Manager in the Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the
receipt of Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and
Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature Reserve
in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve were
proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and
outdated legislation.
Following a Public Participation Process (PPP),
Council resolved in June 2011 that the City’s
Environmental Management Department could
proceed with the process to proclaim the City’s 14
nature reserves, including Blaauwberg, in terms of the
National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in
the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section
23(1)(a)(i)
of
the
National
Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003),
declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017.
The City of Cape Town manages both its own, and
the provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity
of natural, historical and cultural resources of this area
for the sustainable enjoyment and development of
present and future generations through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the
development of economically viable conservation
and education-related facilities and activities, secure
the protection of the entire area and ensure its longterm sustainability based on sound ecological and
cultural values.”

Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: Blaauwberg Nature Reserve was declared the Runner-up Nature Reserve of the Year, after
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve that won Reserve of the Year in 2021 from the City of Cape Town.
2.2
CHALLENGE: Blaauwberg Nature Reserve experienced a shortage of operational vehicles during this
quarter due to various issues, including but not limited to lengthy procurement processes for appointing service
providers, slow communication between Supply Chain Management and Fleet Management, and long
delivery periods of serviced vehicles.
As a result Blaauwberg had to borrow vehicles from other units in the Branch in the interim in order to meet the
reserve’s operational requirements.
3

CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1

Management Effectiveness

3.1.1
A Management Effectiveness Tracking Tool (METT) assessment was conducted on 28/10/2021 to assess
the effectiveness of the management systems in place at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
Monitoring & Evaluation Coordinator, Leighan Mossop, facilitated the assessment. METT is a rapid, site-level
assessment tool adapted from the World Bank and Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) for use in South African
protected areas.
The system is based on the idea that protected area management follows an iterative process of six distinct
stages. It begins with understanding the context of existing values and threats, then progresses through
planning, followed by allocation of resources, implementation of management actions, and ultimately the
realisation of products and services which result in impacts and benefits for communities.
Assessments can be used to track progress over time and to prioritise interventions to improve management
effectiveness.
3.1.2
The annual Nature Reserve site visit was
hosted at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve on 02/11/2021.
The reserve visit was attended by Environmental
Management Director, Lorraine Gerrans, Biodiversity
Management Branch Manager, Julia Wood, Regional
Head, Roy Ernstzen, Area Manager, Jacobus Retief,
Monitoring & Evaluation Coordinator, Leighan Mossop,
and Reserve Supervisor, Jerry Khalo.
The Branch Manager was given the opportunity to
meet all staff. Thereafter the management plan and
results of the METT assessment were discussed.
Various site visits were also undertaken, including at (1)
the illegal occupation of the old Blaauwberg’s Valley
farm homestead, (2) the progress at the fynbos
restoration work in progress, (3) the site where 21 eland
were captured for relocation to other reserves, and (4)
the CCTV surveillance system on the Hill.

Figure 3. Reserve site visit at a vegetation restoration area.
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CONSERVATION PLANNING – continued

3.2

Legal Framework

3.2.1
Notices to relocate were previously served on illegal occupants at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm
homestead. The notices gave a twelve month period within which to relocate voluntarily. The notice period
lapsed on 09/11/2021 and the occupants failed to relocate voluntarily in this time. Approach will be made to
the Court to obtain an eviction order. There are five adults and several children living at this location in the
Nature Reserve.
Nature Reserve Management is currently consulting with legal counsel to prepare the case for court. Two
meetings were held in this quarter to determine what evidence needs to be compiled in the affidavit. It is hoped
that the affidavit will be completed in the new year and that a court date will be secured in due course.
Background:
Legal notices were served on 09/11/2020 on occupants residing in condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm portion
of the Nature Reserve. The notices were issued in terms of the Extension of Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) No 62 of 1997. The occupants
were warned to relocate within 12 months. Failure to comply with the notices could result in the City applying to the Court for eviction
notices. Housing survey questionnaires were provided to the occupants to help them register for potential alternative accommodation
were ignored. Besides the five adult members of the household, there are also several minor children that reside at the delapidated
homestead. The occupants are continuing to exploit the natural resources of the Nature Reserve by harvesting wood and grazing
domestic animals in the Blaauwberg Hill Section. The occupants also move around in the Nature Reserve and have left management
access gates open overnight.

Figure 4. Aerial view of the occupation in the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm homestead in the Nature Reserve.
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FLORA

4.1

Invasive species management

4.1.1
Feedback was received regarding invasive
alien vegetation management on 08/11/2021. The
Invasive Species Unit (ISU) discussed the 2020/21
financial year’s achievements and challenges.
Discussions also resulted in recommendations for
amendments to the Annual Plan of Operation (APO)
with respect to prioritising some management blocks.
4.1.2
A contractor on a tender agreement with the
City is currently clearing alien plants in Management
Units BCA004, BCA005 and BCA006. Various noncompliances, such as not applying herbicide to some
cut stumps, have been reported to Quality Control
Inspectors.
4.1.3
Management Units BCA018, BCA007, BCA008,
and BCA014 will be evaluated for future clearing
during upcoming Workload Assessments.

Figure 5. Example of un-treated cut stumps.

4.1.4
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff assisted the
Invasive Species Unit’s Quality Control Inspectors with
infield quality inspection of work.
Improper biomass stacking, missed species, stumps not
cut low enough, and inconsistent herbicide treatment
of cut stumps were noted and communicated to the
Quality Control Inspectors.
Poor quality work could lead to rapid regrowth of alien
plants, and more difficult conditions for follow-up
clearing operations.
4.1.5
Yucca and Agave plants were removed by
Nature Reserve staff at various locations in the Nature
Reserve during this quarter.
Yucca and Agave seeds were removed off-site to
prevent further dispersal and re-invasion.

Figure 6. Agave plants in the Blaauwberg Hill Section.

4.1.6
The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) hack team, under the leadership of Mr Eddie
Heimann, continued clearing of invasive alien vegetation in various locations in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve:
Hill Section on Tuesdays. This team invested 33 person hours in October and 39 person hours in November 2021.
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Management & Monitoring

4.2.1




Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:
Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).

The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant species
have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term monitoring of vegetation
change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are open to grazing and browsing by eland
and red hartebeest. This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the vegetation condition in relation to grazing
pressure. The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three year intervals.
This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is thus highly
recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and carrying capacity.

4.2.2
Vegetation was monitored in fixed monitoring
plots intended to determine the role of grazing and
browsing impact of large antelope on natural
vegetation over time.
The monitoring plots are located in all the vegetation
types of the Nature Reserve, and can be used to
monitor
species
richness,
abundance
and
percentage cover.
The first set of plots were monitored during the previous
quarter on 22/09/2021, and the remainder were
monitored in this quarter on 01/10, 05/10, and
20/10/2021. The data collected is yet to be evaluated.
Figure 7. An open monitoring plot.

4.2.3

Below and overleaf are some examples of plants and fungi that flowered during this quarter:

Figure 8. Pelargonium triste.

Figure 9. Possibly Pisolithus tinctorius (an earth-ball fungus).
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Figure 10. Crassula dichotoma.

Figure 11. Grielum grandiflorum.

Figure 12. A Pelargonium species.

Figure 13. Muraltia spinosa.

Figure 14. Watsonia meriana.

Figure 15. Lessertia frutescens.

Figure 16. Erica cerinthoides cerinthoides.
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FAUNA

5.1

Management & Monitoring

5.1.1
The large game herds at the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve, including Taurotragus oryx (eland)
and Alcelaphus buselaphus caama (red hartebeest),
were monitored on a regular basis.
Data was recorded from visual observations as well as
from motion-activated camera traps.
The enclosure fence integrity was monitored and
maintained while drinking water points were
constantly supplied. After the capture and
translocation of twenty-one eland earlier in the year,
the eland population is back to eight individuals.
Camera trap footage has indicated the presence of
a young calf, so it is possible that their population is
already at nine individuals. The red hartebeest
population is currently at ten individuals.

Figure 17. Some of the Red Hartebeest at Blaauwberg Hill.

Large mammals perform an important role in the Cape Floristic Region. Their browsing assists in nutrient cycling,
seed dispersal and vegetation regeneration, while trampling assists in opening up impenetrable thicket areas.
5.1.2
Camera traps were used to obtain images of the fauna that reside in the reserve. Camera traps normally
are placed in animal movement areas or at water points where they are expected to drink water.
Eland and red hartebeest were often seen on the camera traps this quarter due to them being dependent on
water during the summer. Other animals seen on the camera traps included Duiker, Caracal, Genet, Porcupine,
Honey Badger, and Steenbok.
5.1.3

Below and overleaf are images of some other fauna in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter:

Figure 18. Mole snake juvenile.

Figure 19. A donkey-face weevil.

Figure 20. A smooth stick insect.
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Figure 21. Striped
livornica) caterpillar.

Hawkmoth

(Hyles

Figure 22. A baboon spider.

6

SOIL

6.1

Management and Monitoring

Figure 23. A garden orb-weaver.

Nothing to report.
7

WATER

7.1

Water quality

Nothing to report.
7.2
7.2.1

Water provision
All water provision infrastructure was maintained in good working order.

Figure 24. Supplying water to a water provision point.
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WATER – continued

7.3

Rainfall

7.3.1
Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during 2021 amounted to 493.4mm at Eerste Steen
Resort, and 365.1mm at Blaauwberg Hill. The records for 2021 indicate and above-average rainfall year.
Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service and record rainfall at each
gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Eerstesteen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill. The rainfall measurement will provide an
accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area. Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and
wildlife movements, and to help make informed decisions about wildlife population management.

Figure 25 below indicates the accumulation of rainfall in 2021 plotted over the average accumulation curve.
Rainfall accummulation was above-average in 2021.
Figure 26 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over the
average rainfall pattern.
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Figure 25. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2021 plotted over the
average accumulation curves.
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Figure 26. Monthly rainfall records of Eerste Steen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over the average rainfall pattern.

Figure 27 below indicates the average rainfall volumes of Eerste Steen Resort compared to the Blaauwberg Hill.
It is clear that Blaauwberg Hill receives significantly less rainfall than the Eerste Steen Resort.
120.0
100.0
80.0
60.0
40.0
20.0
0.0

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Eerstesteen

BBG Hill

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Figure 27. The average rainfall volumes of Eerste Steen Resort compared to the Blaauwberg Hill.
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FIRE

8.1

Preparation and planning

8.1.1

No wildfires were reported from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

8.1.2
All firebreaks and fire management measures were maintained in good order. Firebreaks were cut by
Nature Reserve staff and Expanded Public Works Programme employees.
8.1.3
A Work Capacity Fitness Test for firefighting operations took place on several days at Maitland. All staff
members with firefighting roles are required to prove fitness in order to be allowed to participate in ecological
burning and wildfire control. The arduous pack test requires a person to walk 4.8 kms with a 20 kg pack in under
45 minutes. The moderate field test requires a person to walk 3.6 kms with a 11 kg pack in under 34 minutes. The
light walk test requires a person to walk 1.2 kms in under 12 minutes.
8.1.4
A Basic Fire Fighting refresher course was attended by Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff on 21/10/2021.
The course was offered at the Witzand Aquifer Nature Reserve and covered fire behaviour, Personal Protective
Equipment, firefighting tools, and a practical assessment on how to use firefighting tools.

Figure 28. Firefighter training at Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve.

8.2

Prescribed burning

8.2.1
An application for a permit to conduct an ecological burn was sent to City of Cape Town’s Air Quality
Management Department on 2021/11/29. The area to be burned is a portion of Swartland Shale renosterveld
on the Blaauwberg Hill that requires a fire in February 2022. Adjacent neighbours and affected parties were
notified about the intention to apply for a permit, and advised of their right to comment on the application. If
the permit is approved, it is expected to be issued in the new year.
A site meeting was scheduled for 20/12/2021 to discuss the proposed ecological burning. The site meeting was
attended by the Biodiversity Area Manager, as well as the Fire Safety Inspector and the Air Quality Management
Officer. The Ecological Burning Operational Plan was also updated and submitted to the Fire Committee.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder engagement

9.1.1

Internal meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended mostly on-line meetings during this quarter due to the requirement
for social distancing and compliance with Covid regulations. Internal meetings included the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
9.1.2

05/10/2021: Capital Expenditure Project Review
26/10/2021: Capital Expenditure Project Planning
05/11/2021: Biodiversity Management Branch – Awards Ceremony (on-line)
09/11/2021: Invasive Species Management report-back
10/11/2021: Integrated Performance Management Planning for People & Conservation staff
15/11/2021: People & Conservation Strategy for Blaauwberg review meeting
17/11/2021: Operational Hazard Identification & Risk Assessment workshop
19/11/2021: Integrated Performance Management Scoring of People & Conservation staff
13/12/2021: North Region Health & Safety Committee meeting
External meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attend moslty on-line external meetings during this quarter due to the
requirement for social distancing and compliance with Covid regulations, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12/11/2021: Site meeting with Telecommunications Department regarding access control measures
18/11/2021: Interviews for CATHSSETA learners with Nature Connect
30/11 – 02/12/2021: Cape Peninsula University of Technology evaluation of Nature Conservation workintegrated learning (WIL) students of 2021
03/12/2021: Site meeting with Telecommunications Department regarding access control measures
03/12/2021: Legal Counsel meeting regarding process for court application for eviction order
13/12/2021: CATHSSETA learners induction
20/12/2021: Ecological burn permit application site meeting at Blaauwberg Hill
24/12/2021: Consultation with Legal professional regarding court application for eviction order

9.2

Benefits to people

9.2.1

Overnight accommodation

The Montispectus overnight accommodation unit was booked for sixteen (16) nights (including on 8-9/10, 1213/11, 19-20/11, 3-4/12, 20/12/, 25-26/12, 27-29/12, and 30/12/2021 to 1/01/2022), amounting to an occupation
rate of 44 person nights, and creating a revenue of R15,336 in booking fees.

Figure 29. Aerial view of Montispectus.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach

9.2.2.1 The Living Legends, a retiree social group,
attended a discussion on marine plastic pollution at
the Eerste Steen Education Cabin on 6/10/2021. After
the talk, a guided walk was undertaken on the beach.
9.2.2.2 Students and teachers from School of Hope
attended an environmental education outing on
pollution and recycling at the Eerste Steen Education
Cabin on 5/11/2021. The learners participated in a
beach clean up activity.
School of Hope is a special needs secondary school in
Mowbray that offers vulnerable children and youth a
safe and conducive space for learning. The group was
split into three smaller groups in order to allow for social
distancing.

Figure 31. School of Hope learners doing a beach clean-up.

Figure 30. The Living Legends at Eerste Steen.

Figure 32. School of Hope learners doing a beach clean-up.

9.2.2.3 The City of Cape Town’s Social Development and Early Childhood Development (SDECD) have
collaborated with Blaauwberg Nature Reserve by running programmes at the Eerste Steen Education Cabin.
The programmes focus on positive life choices combined with environmentally sustainable living and reducing
negative human impact on the environment.
The SDECD have facilitated the following environmental education lessons at Blaauwberg on the following
dates: 21/10 (14 learners), 8/11 (19 learners), 17/11 (17 learners), 18/11 (19 learners), 25/11 (17 learners), 26/11 (17
learners) and 11/12/2021 (29 learners).

Figure 33. The SDECD team with People & Conservation staff.

Figure 34. Interactive learning experience on the beach.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach – continued

9.2.2.4 The 1st Milnerton Sea Scout Cubs undertook a
guided hike to the Blaauwberg Hill on 6/11/2021 and
they were educated about the Battle of Blaauwberg
of 1806.
9.2.2.5 An exhibition stand about Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve and the Battle of Blaauwberg of 1806 was
hosted by the Biodiversity Management Branch, the
Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area, and the
Friends of Rietvlei at the Bayside Mall on 9/10/2021.
Despite load-shedding scheduled at the
some people who remained at the
brochures and interacted with the
Conservation officers and members of
group.

same time,
mall took
People &
the Friends

Figure 36. Staff and student at the exhibition stand.

Figure 35. Sea Scout Cubs at the Blaauwberg Hill peak.

Figure 37. Staff and student at the exhibition stand.

9.2.2.6 Subcouncil 16 held an Open Day at the Sea
Point Promenade in order to raise awareness and
educate the public about a variety of City services,
inculding
Solid
Waste
Management
and
Environmental Management. Around 40 people
approached the Biodiversity Management Branch’s
display stand, with staff from the North Region at hand.
Many people enquired about the City’s nature
reserves and hiking routes.
9.2.2.7 The final Blaauwberg beach cleanup of 2021
was held by the Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation
Area and Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. The turnout was
excellent, with volunteers ranging from children to
parents, youth, and grandparents, not to mention City
staff from other nature reserves (see photographs
overleaf.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach – continued

Figure 38. Nature Reserve staff hosting the final Blaauwberg beach clean-up of 2021.

Figure 39. Example of plastic pollution collected.

Figure 40. Example of plastic pollution collected.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2.3

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area hosted the following guided interpretive walks at Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve during this quarter:


A guided wildflower walk to the Blaauwberg Coastal Dune Hiking Trail guided by Petra Broddle (CREW)
on 02/10/2021



A Battle of Blaauwberg guided walk on 23/10/2021 guided by Dave Honour (7 people in attendance)



A Great Southern Bioblitz at Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve guided by Petra Broddle
(Coastal Section)on 23/10/2021



A Great Southern Bioblitz at Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve guided by Petra Broddle (Hill
Section) on 24/10/2021



A Great Southern Bioblitz at Melkbosstrand
Conservation Corridor guided by Petra Broddle
on 25/10/2021



A school group hike to the Blaauwberg Hill on
6/11/2021, guided by Dave Honour. The were
seven Grade 9 hikers from Bellville High School
known as the “Bellville Oom Vossie
Voortrekkers”. This was part of a Heritage
learning drive throughout the year.

Figure 41. “Bellville Oom Vossie Voortrekkers”.



A guided wildflower walk to the Blaauwberg Coastal Dune Hiking Trail guided by Petra Broddle (CREW)
on 6/11/2021



A Two Hills Walk on 9/11/2021 guided by Stephanie Muller (11 person in attendance)



A Battle of Blaauwberg guided walk on 4/12/2012 guided by Dave Honour (8 people in attendance)



A Battle of Blaauwberg guided walk on 4/12/2021 guided by Stephanie Muller (7 people in attendance)



A Two Hills Walk on 29/12/2021 guided by Stephanie Muller

The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been
recording plant sightings from the Nature Reserve since 2013. An annotated plant species list of over 200
species is maintained with records from their field visits.

The Great Southern BioBlitz took place from 23-25/10/2021. The BioBlitz is a large scale biodiversity inventory
contest between cities ni the southern hemisphere and is hosted on the iNaturlaist webbased application.
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is a favourite site for many to conduct biodiversity inventory surveys, at an official
as well as citizen-science level.
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9

PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.3

Visitors and income

9.3.1

Income

R116,195 income was received from over 5,000 visitors at the Eerste Steen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill this quarter.
DESCRIPTION

Oct

Nov

Dec

RATE

QUANTITY

INCOME

Permissible Commercial Activities

TOTAL
R 5,084

10-20 people bundles

1

5

1-9 people bundles

2

2

4

R434.00

10

R 4,340

R186.00

4

R 744

Daily Entry

R 70,639

Adult (18+)

821

651

1,715

R17.00

3,187

R 54,179

Children (3 -17 )

322

257

807

R10.00

1,386

R 13,860

Children (under 3)

9

3

8

R 0.00

20

R0

Senior (60+)

72

57

115

R10.00

244

R 2,440

Student (with Student Card)

11

5

R10.00

16

R 160

Season tickets / annual permit

R 245

Family season tickets

1

R 245.00

1

R 245

Vehicles and craft
Vehicles

R 24,275
93

214

664

R 25.00

971

R 24,275

Environmental Education

R 616

Learners

88

R 7.00

88

R 616

Overnight Accommodation
(p/night 1-2 persons) Peak Season
(p/night per additional person)

R 15,336
2

4

10

R866.00

16

R 13,856

1

10

R 148.00

11

R 1,480

TOTAL

R 116,195

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 2021

17

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve | Blaauwberg-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Blaauwberg
10

STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment

10.1.2 An Environmental Management graduate
intern, Maite Mabilo, and two Nature Guardianship
learners, Aviwe Xamlashe and Tshinoso Motsaathebe,
were placed at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve from
1/12/2021 for a year period.
The posts were created by Nature Connect (formerly
the Cape Town Environmental Education Trust, CTEET),
in collaboration with the Biodiversity Management
Branch.
The posts are funded by the Culture, Arts, Tourism,
Hospitality and Sports Sector Education and Training
Authority (CATHSSETA).

Figure 43. Learner Aviwe Xamlashe.

10.2

Figure 42. Graduate intern Maite Mabilo.

Figure 44. Learner Tshinoso Motsaathebe.

Training

25 person days of training was offered to staff at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve this quarter, including:


In-house firefighting training was offered to all Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff at the Witzand Aquifer
Nature Reserve on 21/10/2021 (10 person days)



Contract Monitoring System training was offered to Jerry Khalo on 29/10/2021.



Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment online training was offered to Jerry Khalo on 23/11/2021.



SAP HR Online Overtime Approval was offered to Johan Matthee and Jerry Khalo on 29/11/2021.



SAP HR Online Overtime Approval was offered to Jacobus Retief on 08/12/2021.



Covid Employee Compliance Officer training was offered to Jacobus Retief on 15/12/2021.



SAP Introduction training was offered to Sinalo Grangxabe and Daniel Michaels on 11/11/2021.



Excel level 2 and 3 training was offered to Sinalo Grangxabe on 29/11 – 2/12/2021, and to Daniel Michaels
on 22-25/11/2021.



Database Management training was offered to Sinalo Grangxabe and Daniel Michaels on 14/12/2021.
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10

STAFF – continued

10.3

Staff Administration

10.3.1 Confirmations of the Code of Conduct, as required on an annual basis, were submitted electronically
by all staff as part of compliance to the Municipal Finance Management Act.
10.3.2 The Nature Reserve administration offices were closed to the public on public holidays, including on
01/11/2021 (Local Government Election Day), 16/12/2021 and 27/12/2021, but the Eerste Steen Resort remained
open to the public every day.
10.3.3 A workplace capacity fitness test was attended on 29/10/2021 at the Maitland Head Office. All staff
are required to test fitness at some level in order to participate in wildfire fighting and fire management
activities.
11

LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Planning and patrols

11.1.1 Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti and
damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also recorded,
including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. 63 patrols were conducted by staff during this quarter. Major
compliance issues found during this quarter included cutting of fences, and theft of fencing poles.
11.2

Incidents

11.2.1 Illegal wood collecting was observed at the Blaauwberg Hill. Woodcutters were found jumping over
the fence to collect wood from areas where invasive vegetation clearing work has been ongoing. They were
throwing the wood over the boundary fence towards the R27 for collection. This took place on 26/11/2021.
The illegal woodcutters are not allowed to benefit from materials in areas where contractors were already
appointed under a tender agreement with the City. Furthermore, uncontrolled accessing of portions of a nature
reserve without permission in areas were public access is not provided, is trespassing and could lead to more
damage to infrastructure. The wood collecters were given a verbal warning and have not been seen at the
reserve since.
11.2.2 A management access gate was found open at the Blaauwberg Hill. It was determined that a
contractor maintaining the Eskom powerline servitude that runs through the nature reserve left the access gate
open on 03/12/2021. This could have lead to the loss of large game that are contained in this portion of the
Nature Reserve, but thankfully no antelope escaped through the gate. Eskom was notified of this breach of
security and they took steps to prevent it from happening again.

11.3

Nature Reserve integrity

11.3.1 Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor and staff safety within
the City of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems. Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional
Integrity Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape
Town. They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. They also provide additional surveillance for
reserve infrastructure. Flash reports of incidents recorded in the Nature Reserve are received on a daily basis.
During this quarter the rangers focussed on providing visible security presence on the Coastal Hiking Trail,
protecting infrastrucure and fences, preventing alcohol use in public spaces, preventing running of dogs off
leash, checking on fishing without permits, preventing littering, dumping and illegal overnighting, as well as
responding to fauna related queries such as snake call-outs.
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12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

12.1

Services

The following services were procured for the 2021/2022 Financial Year:





12.2
12.2.1

Lindol Hygiene Services, toilet hygiene,
G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities,
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams, and
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections.

Asset management and maintenance
All Nature Reserve operational vehicles were maintained in good working order during this quarter.

12.2.2 The Nature Reserve’s picnic and visitor facilities were cleaned on a daily basis, road edging was
trimmed, fire places were cleaened and all litter was picked up. Broken water pipes were repaired immediately.
Blocked toilets and overflowing sewers were also repaired immediately.
12.2.3 The old military access road to the peak of the
Blaauwberg Hill was repaired with support from the
City of Cape Town’s Transport Directorate, with laterite
gravel brought in by Nature Reserve staff.
The Atlantis Road Infrastructure Management Depo
assisted with the maintenance of the military road by
supplying the heavy machinery required to grade and
re-shape the road. Further work on the stormwater
runoff infrastructure is still required, however.
12.2.4 The
Blaauwberg
Heritage
Interpretive
Centre’s cement floor was upgraded by placing
interlocking PVC flooring tiles provided by the Friends
of Blaauwberg Conservation Area. The tiles will
prevent the inhalation of cement dust when the
centre is used.

Figure 46. Installing floor tiles.

Figure 45. Grader shaping the military access road.

Figure 47. Installing floor tiles.
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT – continued

12.2

Asset management and maintenance – continued

12.2.4 The Nature Reserve’s fences were cleared of
impeding vegetation and firebreaks were cut along
all fences. Where possible, firebreaks were maintained
on both sides of the fence.
Nature Reserve staff and EPWP workers made use of a
tractor, brush cutters, loppers and chainsaws to cut
open the firebreaks and fences.

Figure 49. Using a tractor with a "bossie-slaner".

Figure 48. Cleared fence line along the R27.

11.5
Footpaths were maintained by trimming vegetation growing into-, or hanging over, the paths with
loppers, brush cutters and chainsaw.
11.6

The Montispectus Overnight Accommodation Unit was cleaned before and after every booking.

11.7
The boundary fence was repaired on occasion when minor breaks occurred. Some work included
securing the straining wire that sometimes comes loose from fencing poles.
12.2.6 The decking floor of the toilet block at the Blaauwberg Hill was replaced in this quarter. The work
resulted from a Health and Safety inspection that identified that the old flooring material was a safety hazard.
The old material consisted of plywood boards that absorbed water when it rained, while the new material
consists of solid grooved pine slats, which allows water to run off.

Figure 50. Old decking material that was removed.

Figure 51. New decking material being attached.
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 52. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 53. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 54. Nature Reserve management units.
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