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BACKGROUND

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was
conceptualised in the 1980s.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on
public-owned portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below) with
recommendations were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three
of the five identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010,
respectively. The Land Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve
Manager in the Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the
receipt of Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and
Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature Reserve
in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve were
proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and
outdated legislation.
Following a Public Participation Process (PPP),
Council resolved in June 2011 that the City’s
Environmental Management Department could
proceed with the process to proclaim the City’s 14
nature reserves, including Blaauwberg, in terms of the
National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in
the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section
23(1)(a)(i)
of
the
National
Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003),
declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017.
The City of Cape Town manages both its own, and
the provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity
of natural, historical and cultural resources of this area
for the sustainable enjoyment and development of
present and future generations through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the
development of economically viable conservation
and education-related facilities and activities, secure
the protection of the entire area and ensure its longterm sustainability based on sound ecological and
cultural values.”

Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: Provincial Heritage Site status was proclaimed over the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in
Provincial Notice P.N. 001/2021 of the Province of the Western Cape: Provincial Gazette on 28 May 2021.
The proclamation, titled HERITAGE WESTERN CAPE: DECLARATION OF HERITAGE RESOURCES AS PROVINCIAL
HERITAGE SITE, “BLAAUWBERG NATURE RESERVE”, SITUATED OFF MELKBOSSTRAND ROAD AND THE R27,
BLAAUWBERG, CAPE TOWN, was promulgated in terms of Section 27(6) of the National Heritage Resources Act,
No. 25 of 1999, and by virtue of a resolution of the Council of Heritage Western Cape dated 28 September 2020.
The significance of the proclamation relates to:
i.) The battle of Blaauwberg was a turning point in the history of the Cape Colony and South Africa in general. The
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve over and above being a significance natural heritage site, contains the battleground and field
hospital associated with the Battle of Blaauwberg that took place in 1806. The National Monuments Council declared the
battle site a conservation area in 1996 under the National Monuments Act. The site includes the landscape where the events
around the Battle of Blaauwberg took place including the iconic Blaauwberg Hill, the battle field and the site of the field
hospital.
ii.) The reserve contains Middle Stone Age and Late Stone Age occurrences which contribute to the understanding of the
occupation of the South-Western Cape by the indigenous groups over time.
iii.) The Muslim community of Cape Town, many of who were slaves, were granted their own burial ground (Tana Baru) in
recognition of their contribution in the defense of the Cape against the British during the Battle of Blaauwberg.

2.2
CHALLENGE: The access road to the Blaauwberg Hill continues to demand intensive maintenance work,
pending the requested resurfacing of the road. The resurfacing has been delayed due to logistical challenges
at the Atlantis Roads and Stormwater depot. Nature Reserve staff, including EPWP workers have continued to
fill in eroded gullies with laterite gravel and compacting it in an attempt to prevent it from washing out. The staff
have also cleared drainage ditches as well as constructed water bars to direct water off the road. This
maintenance work unfortunately only offers temporary relief, as a complete resurfacing is essential.

Figure 3. Damaged portion of Blaauwberg Hill access road.

Figure 4. Damaged portion of Blaauwberg Hill access road.

Figure 5. EPWP workers helping to clear out drainage ditches next to the Blaauwberg Hill access road.
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CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1

Protected Area Advisory Committee

3.1.1
A media release was issued by the City of Cape Town on 28/06/2021 to notify neighbouring
communities and interested stakeholders of the deadline for nominations for City nature reserve advisory
committees. The deadline was initially advertised as 28/06/2021, but it was subsequently revised to 19/07/2021
in order to accommodate as many relevant stakeholders as possible to engage in the process.
The City encouraged organisations with an interest in the City’s nature reserves to apply for membership and to
submit their nominations to the City. Through serving on the advisory committees, organisations from
neighbouring communities and interest groups can get involved in matters concerning their local nature
reserves and protected areas.
The role of the PAACs is to advise the City on matters of interest and to facilitate interaction, communication,
engagement and the development of partnerships with surrounding communities and interest groups on how
reserves are managed. These are important functions and the City values the input and contributions from those
serving on the advisory committees.
The membership of the PAACs is made up of representatives from formally constituted groups and organisations.
These delegated representatives do not serve in the PAACs in their personal capacity, but on behalf of the
group or organisation. Also, the City may from time to time appoint specialist advisory members.
The PAACs were last renewed in 2018 as provided for in the Protected Areas Act. These committees serve a
period of three years and membership is now open for renewal and applications by new members.
Organisations with an interest in nature conservation were invited to nominate representatives to serve on these
committees.
The following nature reserves have PAACs: Blaauwberg, Bracken (including Perdekop), Durbanville (including
Uitkamp Wetland and Botterblom) False Bay (including Rondevlei, Zeekoevlei, Pelican Park, Slangetjiesbos,
Zandwolf and the Strandfontein birding area), Helderberg, Table Bay (including Rietvlei, Diep River, Milnerton
Racecourse and Zoarvlei) Tygerberg (including Bothasig Fynbos Nature Reserve), Witzands Aquifer, Wolfgat,
Zandvlei Estuary, and Edith Stephens.
3.2

Legal Framework

3.2.1
The Nature Reserve By-law, 2020, was published by the City of Cape Town in the Province of the Western
Cape: Provincial Gazette Extraordinary No. 8387 on 18/02/2021.
The purpose of the by-law is to regulate the management, use, activities and access to nature reserves within
the jurisdiction of the City of Cape Town; to engage user groups and stakeholders in a formalised manner; to
provide for safe and environmentally sensitive recreation; and to provide for matters incidental thereto.
3.2.2
Legal notices were served on occupants residing in condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s
Valley farm portion of the Nature Reserve in the previous year (see Figure 6 overleaf). The notices were issued in
terms of the Extension of Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) No 62 of 1997. The occupants were warned to relocate
within 12 months. Failure to comply with the notices could result in the City applying to the Court for eviction
notices. The notice period will lapse in September 2021.
Housing survey questionnaires were also provided to the occupants in the previous quarter to help them register
for potential alternative accomodation. The occupants however refused to submit any information and did not
fill out the forms. This means that the Housing Department will not be able to register them as potential recipients
of alternative accommodation, until such time as they submit the questionnaires. Besides the five adult members
of the household, there are also several minor children that reside at the delapidated homestead.
The occupants are continuing to exploit the natural resources of the Nature Reserve by harvesting wood and
grazing domestic animals in the Blaauwberg Hill Section. The occupants also move around in the Nature Reserve
and have left management access gates open overnight.
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Figure 6. Condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm homestead that are occupied by illegal dwellers.

BACKGROUND
The City of Cape Town concluded a sale agreement with
Garden Cities in 2010 to acquire two portions of land to
incorporate into the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. This sale
was registered in the Deeds Office in January 2011.
During negotiations it was recorded that a family was
present and living on the old farm, and that the seller would
not guarantee vacant occupation of the land. Legal
advice was sought on the matter and the opinion was
expressed that, given the environmental value of the land,
the City had no option but to acquire the land subject to
the rights of the residents, notwithstanding that a process
could be followed to secure their relocation.
The City has been engaging with the residents since
December 2013 about their illegal occupation of this part
of the Nature Reserve.

The occupants have consistently refused the City’s offers for
alternative accommodation and have ignored several
legal notices requesting them to vacate the premises.
The occupants’ refusal to vacate the property poses a
threat to the Nature Reserve’s biodiversity, including
endangered plants and animal species, as well as a rich
heritage of natural, cultural and historic elements.
The establishment of the Nature Reserve, including the
construction of fencing, the introduction of large antelope,
the restoration of the Critically Endangered Cape Flats sand
fynbos, and research on the Battle of Blaauwberg, has
been moving forward despite the illegal occupation of this
area.
The intension is to establishing the Battle of Blaauwberg site
as an education and tourism hub. It has therefore become
imperative to succeed in relocating the family.

The City of Cape Town launched an urgent application in the Western Cape High Court that was heard on 22 June 2017.
The Acting Judge reserved Judgement in this matter for 3 months. The appointed advocate / attorney for the City of
Cape Town in this matter attended the High Court on 22 September 2017 to note the Judgement of Masuku, A.J.
Judgement was given in favour of the occupants, rescinding any previous eviction and demolition orders granted by the
Western Cape High Court. The City of Cape Town’s Legal Advisors and appointed Attorneys in this matter served a notice
on the occupants reiterating (i) the proclamation of the nature reserve, (ii) the occupants’ unlawful occupation of the
property, (iii) offer of alternative accommodation and (iv) listed restricted activities as per the Regulations for the Proper
Administration of Nature Reserves R99. Authority has been granted for the appointment of a senior advocate and junior
counsel to assist the City of Cape Town to go back to court. The legal deliberation is currently still on-going.
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FLORA

4.1

Invasive species management

4.1.1
The Invasive Species Annual Plan of Operation (APO) was updated and prioritised for the upcoming
2021/22 financial year after a meeting between the Invasive Species Unit and Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff
on 14/06/2021.
The City of Cape Town’s Invasive Species Unit (ISU) manages the data, cost calculation, fund allocation, and
revision of APOs. Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff is responsible for oversight, infield work quality supervision, as
well as giving input into the revision of the APO. The updated APO is yet to be approved.
4.1.2
Follow-up invasive alien plant species clearing continued in this quarter following the issuing of
contracts in terms of a tender agreement with a new service provider ni the previous quarter. Target species
included Acacia saligna, Leptospermum laevigatum, and Cortaderia selloana. The clearing work was
conducted in the following management units: BCA014, BCA015, BCA018, and BCA019.
4.1.3
Five (05) purchase orders were issued on
18/03/2021 to conduct follow-up clearing of invasive
alien plant species in management unit BCA018 (the
old Cape Flats Sand Fynbos restoration area) in the
Blaauwberg Hill Section in terms of an approved
tender agreement.
The total value of the Purchase Orders was
R655,789.67. The purchase orders included PO
4503825586
(R215,754.22),
PO
4503825588
(R224,276.99), PO 4503825589 (R71,919.88), PO
4503825590 (R71,918.70), and PO 4503825592
(R71,919.88).
The contracts were funded from the Kader Asmal
Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP). Work
commenced on 30/03/2021 and was completed by
the end of this quarter. All work was signed off.

Figure 7. Location of follow-up clearing BCA018.

4.1.4
Follow-up clearing
of invasive alien
vegetation in 25 hectare research blocks in BCA019
was completed. All work was signed off. JS Invasive
Control Services was employed with funding from the
Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust (HHCT) in partnership
with the Wilderness Foundation Africa. Funding is also
set aside for a second follow-up clearing in the next
financial year. The work forms part of the new Cape
Flats Sand Fynbos Restoration Research project.
Biodiversity Network Coordinator, Jacques van der
Merwe, handled the administration tasks for the
project on behalf of the City.
The HHCT’s primary project at the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve is “Biodiversity Conservation by means of
applying
best-practice
guidelines
for
active
restoration in critically endangered Cape lowland
vegetation.”

Figure 8. Layout of the new restoration research area.
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FLORA – continued

4.1

Invasive species management – continued

4.1.5
The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area
(FoBCA) hack team, under the leadership of Mr Eddie
Heimann, continued clearing of invasive alien
vegetation in various locations in the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve: Hill Section, including at BCA015, on
Tuesdays (see Figure 9 right).
125 person hours were invested during this quarter by
the team on the following dates: 06/04/2021,
13/04/2021, 20/04/2021, 27/04/2021, 04/05/2021,
11/05/2021, 18/05/2021, 25/05/2021, 01/06/2021,
08/06/2021, and 15/06/2021.

Figure 9. Portions of BCA015 cleared.

A small grant of R10,000 was also obtained from the Wildlife & Environmetnal Society (WESSA) by the Friends of
BCA. These funds were intended to support invasive vegetation clearing operations, and were used to contract
Singalakha Alien Clearing. The contractor was paid to supply a fully operational alien clearing team for three
successive Tuesdays to work with the Friends volunteers and the Nature Reserve staff.
The alien plant species targeted included Acacia salignum and Leptospermum laevigatum. The portions of
BCA015 indicated in Figure 9 above were completely cleared (also see Figure 10 below).

Figure 10. Friends of BCA volunteers working with staff and EPWP workers from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Restoration and Rehabilitation

4.2.1
A site meeting was held on 17/05/2021 with Ms Dudu Ngwenya, PhD student from the University of
Stellenbosch, together with her academic supervisors, Professor Karen Esler, Professor Patricia Holmes and
Professor Sjirk Geerts as well as Blaawuberg Nature Reserve staff and Jacques Van der Merwe (Biodiversity
Network Coordinator). The site visit assessed the restoration trial in Ms Ngwenya’s research plots. Several plots
indicated good fynbos seediong succes with a reasonable representation of species diversity, however, some
plots were also less successful. These results are valuable to prioritise fynbos restoration strategies for future efforts.
4.2.2
Twenty-two new seeding plots were raked
clean of all leaf litter on 26/05/2021 in order to receive
fynbos seeds collected in the previous season. The
raking work was done by Nature Reserve staff and
EPWP workers.
The plots are cleaned in order to allow the fynbos
seeds to germinate without to too much competition
from the alien seeds that remain in the soil after the
clearing of the alien plants.
This work aims to restore the Cape Flats sand fynbos
which naturally occurred in this area, and is an
extension of the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration
project at Blaauwberg Hill.

Figure 11. One of the raked seeding circles.

4.2.3
Fynbos seeds were re-introduced into the
Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration area on 27/05/2021.
Seeds that were previously cleaned and smoketreated at the Westlake Conservation Centre, were
sowed into already raked seeding plots. The seeds
were lightly raked into the soil. Some of the seeds
included: Phylica cephalantha, Diosma oppositifolia,
Cliffortia polygonifolia, Protea repens, Dimorphotheca
pluvialis, Anthospermum aethioupicuma, and Protea
scolymocephala.
The seeds are planted in these circles so that they will
form indigenous plant communities that will produce
more seeds in future and continue to disperse the
seeds into the rest of the Nature Reserve.

Figure 12. Scattering seed into a raked seeding circle.

4.2.4
Propagated fynbos plants were planted in
selected areas of the Cape Flats sand fynbos
restoration area at Blaauwberg Hill on 15/06/2021. The
plants were propgated from cuttings and seeds at the
Westlake Conservation Centre.
The plants included Anthospermum aethiopicum (42),
Cliffortia polygonifolia (1), Leucadendron salignum
(14), Passerina corymbosa (6), Protea repens (4),
Protea scolymocephala (1), Senecio foeniculoides
(39), Serruria trilopha (11), Trichocephalus stipularis (1).
The planting was scheduled in such a way to take
place before expected winter rains, so that the plants
have enough available soil moisture to survive the
transplanting into the natural habitat.

Figure 13. Staff members planting seedlings in the ground.
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FLORA – continued

4.3

Management & Monitoring

4.3.1




Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:
Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).

The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant species
have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
4.3.2
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term
monitoring of vegetation change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are open
to grazing and browsing by Eland and Red hartebeest. This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the
vegetation condition in relation to grazing pressure.
The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three years intervals.
This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is thus highly
recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and carrying capacity.
4.3.3
The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been
recording plant sightings from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve since 2013. An annotated plant species list of
over 200 species is maintained with records from their field visits.
Crew undertook the following outings to the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in this quarter:





01/05/2021
01/05/2021
22/05/2021
05/06/2021

Figure 14. Protea repens.

Coastal Dune Hiking Trail: 09:00 - 12:30 from Eerstesteen
City Nature Challenge: Blaauwberg Hill Section
Coastal Dune Hiking Trail: with Roteract Club of Atlantis & Blouberg
Coastal Dune Hiking Trail: 09:00 - 12:30 from Eerstesteen

Figure 15. Lachenalia punctata.
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FAUNA

5.1

Management & Monitoring

5.1.1
Twenty-one (21) of the twenty-eight (28) eland (Taurotragus oryx) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve were
translocated away on 27/04/2021 as part of a population management program.
A private game capture operator (Karoo Game) was contracted to capture and relocate the animals using a
capture funnel boma (see Figures 16-18 below). The contractor also captured eland from Koeberg Nature
Reserve the previous week, using a passive capture boma.
At Blaauwberg, the eland were herded into the funnel boma with a helicopter and then moved through the
funnel onto a loading ramp from where they were directed into modified shipping containers for their transport
journey. The City’s veterinarian, Dr Dorothy Breed, supervised the operation and administered the necessary
tranquilizer drugs to the animals and confirmed their wellbeing.
The large game management plan for the Nature
Reserve sets certain limits of how much game is
suitable considering the space and available grazing,
balanced with the need for the restoration of the
Cape Flats sand fynbos.
Since the introduction of the first eight eland from
Koeberg Nature Reserve in 2016 and 2017, their
numbers have increased by 20 new recruits over the
years. This rapid population growth could lead to a
much sharper population increase to unsustainable
levels if the eland numbers are not controlled.
Since there are no natural predators large enough to
control eland numbers in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve,
a management intervention is occasionally required
to bring the population back into sustainable limits.
The remaining eland include one bull, five cows, and
one sub-adult cow. Recent camera footage however
revealed a newborn in the herd, bringing the total
back to eight.

Figure 17. Eland being closed in the funnel boma.

Figure 16. Helicopter herding eland toward the boma.

Figure 18. Eland driven into the transport container.
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FAUNA – continued

5.1.2
The large game herds at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, including Taurotragus oryx (eland) and
Alcelaphus buselaphus caama (red hartebeest), were monitored on a regular basis. The enclosure fence
integrity was maintained and drinking water points were constantly supplied. The animals however become less
dependent on water during the winter months. After the recent capture and translocation of twenty-one eland,
the eland population is back to eight individuals. The red hartebeest is currently at ten individuals. Large
mammals perform an important role in the Cape Floristic Region. Their browsing assists in nutrient cycling, seed
dispersal and vegetation regeneration, while trampling assists in opening up impenetrable thicket areas.

Figure 19. Red hartebeest at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (two calves and one sub-adult is visible).

5.1.5

Some additional fauna observations during this quarter are listed below, including

Figure 20. Pseudaspis cana (Mole snake).

Figure 21. Psammophylax rhombeatus (Skaapsteker).

Figure 22. Tomopterna delalandii (Cape Sand Frog)

Figure 23. Pachydactylus geitje (Ocellated gecko).
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SOIL

6.1

Management and Monitoring

Nothing to report.
7

WATER

7.1

Water quality

7.1.1
7.2

Routine water quality samples were collected from the Melkbos Pan on 27/05/2021.
Rainfall

7.2.1
Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve to date during 2021 amounted to 187mm at
Eerstesteen Resort, and 129mm at Blaauwberg Hill. These records are around average for this time of year, with
only the month of May recording above-average rainfall.
Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service and record rainfall at each
gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Eerstesteen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill. The rainfall measurement will provide an
accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area. Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and
wildlife movements, and to help make informed decisions about wildlife population management.

Figure 24 below indicates the accumulation of rainfall in 2021 plotted over the average accumulation curve.
Rainfall accummulation was average to date.
Figure 25 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over
the average rainfall pattern.
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Figure 24. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2021 plotted over the
average accumulation curves.
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Figure 25. Monthly rainfall records of Eerste Steen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over the average rainfall pattern.
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FIRE

8.1

Preparation and planning

8.1.1

No wildfires were reported from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

8.1.2
All firebreaks and fire protection measures were maintained in good working condition during this
quarter. Nature Reserve staff and Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) employees continued cutting the
Nature Reserve’s firebreaks with brushcutters since the previous quarter.
8.2

Prescribed burning

8.2.1
Prescribed ecological burning priorities were disccussed during an Ecological Management
Committee meeting on 23/06/2021. The Swartland Shale renosterveld on Blaauwberg Hill is seen as a high priorty
for ecological burning. Burning is planned between February and March 2022. The attempt to burn portions of
the Blaauwberg Hill in November 2019 was only partly successful due to it being very early in the burning season.
8.2.2

No prescribed burning took place in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

8.2.3
The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff assisted at a prescribed ecological block burn at the Zonnestraal
Private Conservation Area, a stewardship site, on 08/04/2021 (see Figures 26-27 below). Blaauwberg Area
Manager, Jacobus Retief, was assigned as a Sector Boss on one of the sectors.

Figure 26. Ignition at Zonnestraal Conservation Area.

Figure 27. Fire fighters monitoring the fire at Zonnestraal.

8.2.4
The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff assisted at a prescribed ecological burn at the Milnerton
Racecourse on 23/04/2021 (see Figures 28-29 below). The Milnerton Racecourse is owned by the City of Cape
Town, and is a section of the Table Bay Nature Reserve. The vegetation on this site is Cape Flats sand fynbos
which requires a natural fire cycle to stimulate vegetation regeneration through the activation of seed
germination. Blaauwberg Area Manager, Jacobus Retief, was assigned as the Fire Boss at this ecological burn.

Figure 28. Burning Cape Flats sand fynbos at Milnerton.

Figure 29. Fire fighters monitoring the fire at Milnerton Racecourse.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder engagement

9.1.1

Internal meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended mostly on-line meetings during this quarter due to the requirement
for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic and the nation-wide lockdown. Internal meetings included
the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
9.1.2

06/04/2021: EPWP randomisation workshop Skype meeting
21/04/2021: Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration site inspection with Jacques van der Merwe
05/05/2021: City Manager’s Project Management Review Session via Skype
10/05/2021: North Region Management and Health & Safety Committee meetings
18/05/2021: Blaauwberg Nature Reserve eland population management planning meeting
20/05/2021: Biodiversity Management Branch Skype meeting
27/05/2021: Regional orientation site meeting for new Off-reserve Biodiversity Coordinator, Asieff Khan
28/05/2021: Skype farewell for Regional Environment & Heritage Manager, Pat Titmuss, upon retirement
02/06/2021: Branch Ecological Management Committee Skype meeting
14/06/2021: Invasive Species Annual Plan of Operations (APO) review meeting
23/06/2021: Ecological burning prioritisation Skype meeting
28/06/2021: Ad hoc North Regional Skype meeting
External meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attend moslty on-line external meetings during this quarter due to the
requirement for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic nation-wide lockdown, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

19/04/2021: Overnight camp construction site inspection for Karoo Game at Blaauwberg Hill
07/05/2021: Burn permit application site inspection at Ou Skip Caravan Park
12/05/2021: Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) worker interviews
13/05/2021: Invasive Species Clearing site inspection in Cape Flats Sand Fynbos research area
17/05/2021: Cape Flats Sand Fynbos research progress site inspection with various researchers
10/06/2021: Heritage status unveiling site planning meeting with Jonathan Windvogel
30/06/2021: Blaauwberg Hill security handover site meeting with Prosec

9.2

Benefits to people

9.2.1

Overnight accommodation

The Montispectus overnight accommodation unit had three overnight accommodation reservations, including
on 02/04/2021, 13/04/2021 and 21/06/2021. The unit hosted eight people, and created a total revenue of R2,767.
The accommodation unit was recenlty re-openened to the public after repairs to the access road made it
possible for vehicles to access the Blaauwberg Hill again. The maintenance of the road is however extremely
costly and difficult, especially after heavy rainfall.
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9

PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach

9.2.2.1 A Social Development and Early Childhood
Development (SDECD) marine program was held on
14/05/2021.
The programme focused on environmental awareness
and water pollution.
9.2.2.2 The Milnerton Sea Scouts cubs visited
Melkbosstrand for a program on rocky shores on
17/04/2021.
9.2.2.3 A coordinated beach cleanup was held at
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Coastal Section from 2429/05/2021.
The multi-day event was organised by the Friends of the
Blaauwberg Conservation Area in collaboration with
the Biodiversity Management Branch.
This event was aimed at getting the surrounding
communities involved in the cleanup of our beaches,
and to build stronger relationships with the neighbours
of the Nature Reserve.
Figure 30. Celmari Pieterse educating the SDECD group.

9.2.2.4 The City of Cape Town participated in the international City Nature Challenge 2021 on 30/04/2021 and
01/05/2021. This is a worldwide challenge of cities on the iNaturalist web platform, during which citizen scientists
partipate in recording as many biodiversity sighting as possible, and by involving as many observers in each city
as they can. The City of Cape Town was again the top city with most species and most observations recorded.
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff surveyed the Coastal Section on 30/04/2021, and hosted the Custodians of
Rare and Endangered Wildflowers as well as Maties Citizen Science at the Blaauwberg Hill on 01/05/2021.

Figure 31. Maties Citizen Science surveying biodiversity on Blaauwberg Hill.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2

Benefits to people – continued

9.2.3

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

9.2.3.1 The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area hosted two guided interpretive walks (Two Hills Walk) at
the Blaauwberg Hill on 29/05/2021 (10 persons in attendance) and 26/06/2021 (5 persons in attendance).
The Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (www.bca.org.za) is a voluntary group of concerned citizens whose
mission it is to contribute to the protection and beneficial use of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. They are affiliated with
the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa, Western Cape.

9.3

Visitors and income

9.3.1

Income

R45,460 income was generated from 1,940 visitors at the Eerste Steen Resort during this quarter. The downturn
from the previous quarter is due to the cold and wet winter season which discourages use of this picnic resort.

DESCRIPTION

Apr

May

Jun

RATE

QUANTITY

INCOME

Daily Entry

R28,340

Adult (18+)

654

301

335

R17.00

1,290

R21,930

Children (3 -17 )

224

139

118

R10.00

481

R4,810

1

R 0.00

9

61

R10.00

157

3

R10.00

3

Children (under 3)

8

Senior (60+)

71

25

Student (with Student Card)

R0
R1,570
R30

Vehicles and craft
Vehicles

R16,875
291

170

214

R 25.00

675

R16,875

Season tickets
Family

R245
1

R245.00

1

R245

TOTAL

9.3.1

TOTAL

R45,460

Tariffs

9.3.1.1 The tariffs applicable to use the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve facilities did not change from the current
financial year to the new financial year. The curent year ended on 30/06/2021 and the unchanged tariffs will
therefore remainvalid for the next financial year until 30/06/2022. This is therefore 0% increase across the board.
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STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment

10.1.3 A team of six Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) workers was employed at the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve from August 2020 until the end of the 2020/21 financial year. An additional four people were
hired for June only. Their employment was funded from the Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment Management
Programme. The team focussed on doing repairs and maintenance, including firebreaks, picnic facilities,
fences, as well as cleaning visitor facilities. Their contracts came to an end at 30/06/2021.
10.2

Training

23 person days of training was offiered to staff at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve this quarter, including:








COVID Employee Compliance Officer training was offered to Jacobus Retief on 12/05/2021 (1 person day).
Observer Standards for reptiles was offered to Sinalo Grangxabe on 06/05/2021 (1 person day).
First Aid level 1 and First Aid level 2 training was offered to student Johan Matthee, Mzukisi Matyobeni and
Pamelle Mrebe from 31/05 to 04/06/2021 (15 person days).
Capital Project Benefits Tracking training was offered to Jacobus Retief on 07/06/2021 (1 person day).
Observer Standards for estuarine and freshwater fish was offered to Sinalo Grangxabe and Elzette Krynauw
on 18/06/2021 (2 person days).
Basic Incident Investigation training was offered to Johan Mathee from 28-29/06/2021 (2 person days).
Labour Relations training was offered to Jerry Khalo on 29/06/2021 (1 person day).

10.3

Staff Administration

10.3.1 Student Celmari Pieterse underwent a performance evaluation on 05/05/2021 in terms of the
requirements of Centurion Academy where she is enrolled in the Nature Management Programme.
11

LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Plannings and patrols

11.1.1 Illegal woodcutting was observed in the
Nature Reserve on 21/04/2021. Quemic Rangers were
notified and assisted to stop the wood cutting. The
perpetrators were the illgal occupants that still reside
in the condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s
Valley farm homestead.

Figure 32. Stopping illegal woodcutting.

11.1.2 A joint site meeting was held between
Biodiversity Management and City of Cape Town Law
Enforcement on 15/06/2021 to gain their collaboration
with compliance related challenges. Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve staff guided Law Enforcement officers
around the Nature Reserve to indicate crime hotspots.

Figure 33. Joint Biodiversity and Law Enforcement site meeting.

11.1.2 Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti and
damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also recorded,
including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. Patrols were continued during the lock-down period.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT – continued

11.2

Incidents

11.2.1 A break-in was discovered at the Eerste Steen Education Cabin on the morning of 10/06/2021. A
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Senior Field Ranger observed that the wooden sliding door of the Education Cabin
was standing open in the morning before any staff member had been there yet. This situation was suspicious
because the Education Cabin is always locked when not in use.
On closer inspection he saw that the metal latch on the wooden sliding door was broken off and that the lock
was missing. He looked inside the cabin and saw that the alarm was still armed, and he then disarmed the
alarm. He however noticed that several cupboard doors were standing wide open and several items were
strewn on the ground. The distribution board was wide open and wires were hanging out.
He also looked outside at the pedestrian gate and saw that the sliding bolt and latch was damaged and that
it had been forced open with the lock still in position. He then returned to the Eerste Steen Resort Administration
Office and reported the matter to the Biodiversity Area Manager. The matter was also reported SAPS Table
View.
The Area Manager inspected the Security Observation Book and saw a note made by the night-shift guard of
the previous night, which stated that the power was off from 22:00 until midnight on 09/06/2021 due to loadshedding. The night-shift guard also recorded that he undertook a patrol during that time and found that all
was in order. This means that the security guard did not notice the burglary in progress.
The alarm seemed to have been damaged, wires were pulled out of the electrical distribution board, and the
alarm’s backup battery was disconnected and standing on the counter below the distribution board. The local
server cabinet was also found open and was disconnected from the power supply. It seems thatr the burglar
used the power outage to access the Cabin and evaded the alarm by disconnectnig the backup battery.
A steel cabinet containing audio-visual equipment, which is normally locked, was forced open and it seemed
that items were missing. The fence surrounding the Eerste Steen Resort was cut and a box that used to contain
one of the stolen items was lying in the field outside the fence.
The value of the stolen items was in the region of about R9,000 while the structural damage to the security system
exceeded R15,000. The list of stolen items is as follows:





1 x SUBWOOFER + SPEAKERS (PULSE 386 LABTEC)
1 x DVD PLAYER (SANYO DVD-SL33KR)
1 x VIDEO CASETTE RECORDER (SAMSUNG SV466I)
1 x ABLOY NICKLE COBALT ALLOY LOCK

The security system and network server were repaired and all broken latches and locks were replaced. The
stoled items were never found and the case was closed unsolved with no further leads to follow.
11.3

Nature Reserve integrity

11.3.1 Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor and staff safety within
the City of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems. Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional
Integrity Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape
Town. They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. They also provide additional surveillance for
reserve infrastructure. Flash reports of incidents recorded in the Natuer Reserve are recevied on a daily basis.
11.3.2 Quemic Africa’s three-year tender agreement came to an end at the end of June 2021. The new tender
was again awarded to Quemic Africa and it is expected that the company will be appointed from August 2021.
There will however be a period in July 2021 when they will not be able to perform any integrity services on the
ground until such time as the new appointment is finalised. In the interim, additional stationary security services
will be placed to ensure protection of critical infrastructure, including G-Force Security at the Eerste Steen Resort,
and Prosec at the Blaauwberg Hill.
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

12.1

Services

The following services were procured for the 2020/21 Financial Year:





12.2

Lindol Hygiene Services, toilet hygiene,
G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities,
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams,
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections, and
LANDELWA TRADING CC, laundry services.
Asset management and maintenance

12.1.1 The security alarm system at the Eerste Steen Resort office was repaired under a Repair & Maintenance
works orders, after certain components became faulty. The alarm is now back in operation.
12.1.2

The Nature Reserve’s gantry (lifting equipment) was serviced by Blue Crane.

12.1.3

All Nature Reserve vehicles were maintained in good working order during this quarter.

12.1.4 The Nature Reserve’s picnic and visitor facilities were cleaned on a daily basis. A large amount of rubble
from broken down old braais was removed with the tipper truck.
12.1.6 The Nature Reserve’s fences and gates were repaired due to the southern fence line which was still
being engulfed by moving sand from development areas in Sunningdale near the Table Bay Mall. As the sand
height increased, the fence needed to be raised to prevent the escape of the large game animals from the
Blaauwberg Hill Section. Gates also had to be cleared of accummulating sand. Furthermore, vegetation
growing through the fences also was cleared manually.

Figure 34. Cleared sand that was blocking an access gate.

Figure 35. Clearing vegetation from fences.

12.1.7 Since the previous quarter, more new braais were built by Nature Reserve staff at the Eerste Steen Resort.
The final number of new braais is now 39. The old braais consisted of square concrete planters, which are
intended for containing trees. The old braais were also not suited to repeated use for making fire, and as a result
they started to crack and collapse. The new braais are purpose-built for braaing and are expected to last much
longer with repeated use. The collapsed braais were demolished and disposed at a landfill site. The Eerste Steen
Resort is one of very few municipal resorts in the City of Cape Town where braaing is allowed in a public space.
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Figure 36. Removing rubble of old collapsed braais.

Figure 37. One of the newly built braais.
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 38. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 39. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 40. Nature Reserve management units.
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