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Figure 1. Map of Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
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BACKGROUND

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was
conceptualised in the 1980s.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on
public-owned portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below) with
recommendations were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three
of the five identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010,
respectively. The Land Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve
Manager in the Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the
receipt of Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and
Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature Reserve
in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve were
proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and
outdated legislation.
Following a Public Participation Process (PPP),
Council resolved in June 2011 that the City’s
Environmental Management Department could
proceed with the process to proclaim the City’s 14
nature reserves, including Blaauwberg, in terms of the
National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in
the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section
23(1)(a)(i)
of
the
National
Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003),
declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017.
The City of Cape Town manages both its own, and
the provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity
of natural, historical and cultural resources of this area
for the sustainable enjoyment and development of
present and future generations through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the
development of economically viable conservation
and education-related facilities and activities, secure
the protection of the entire area and ensure its longterm sustainability based on sound ecological and
cultural values.”

Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: A Reserve Supervisor position was
placed in the staff structure at Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve. The position is dedicated to the Hill Section.
Matshela Jerry Khalo was successful in his application
to be placed in the Reserve Supervisor position and
assumed his service 01/03/2021 on a permanent fulltime basis.
Jerry (see Figure 3 across) was formerly the site
manager at the Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation
Area.
This post was funded partly with the budget associated
with the retired Senior Field Ranger post occupied by
Mr Willem Appollis.
Figure 3. New Reserve Supervisor Matshela Jerry Khalo.

2.2
CHALLENGE: The occupants at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm homestead have refused to cooperate
with the City’s Housing Department to register themselves for potential alternative occommodation.
The occupants refused to fill out survey questionnaires that are required to register their interests for alternative
housing. The occupants received legal notices, in terms of the Extension of Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) Act no
62 of 1997, to relocate within 12 months. Failure to comply could result in the City applying to the Court for
eviction notices.
3

CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1
In the previous quarter, legal notices were served on occupants residing in condemned structures at
the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm portion of the Nature Reserve. The notices were issued in terms of the Extension
of Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) Act no 62 of 1997. The occupants were warned to relocate within 12 months.
Failure to comply with the notices could result in the City applying to the Court for eviction notices.
Housing survey questionnaires were provided to the occupants on 08/02/2021 to register them for potential
alternative accomodation. The occupants however refused to submit any information and did not fill out the
forms. This means that the Housing Department will not be able to register them as potential recipients of
alternative accommodation, until such time as they submit the questionnaires. Besides the five adult members
of the household, there are also several minor children that reside at the delapidated homestead.
The occupants are continuing to exploit the natural resources of the Nature Reserve by harvesting wood and
grazing domestic animals in the Hill Section. The occupants also move around in the Nature Reserve and have
left management access gates open overnight.

Figure 4. Condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm homestead that are occupied by illegal dwellers.

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH 2021

3

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve | Blaauwberg-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Blaauwberg
BACKGROUND
The City of Cape Town concluded a sale agreement with
Garden Cities in 2010 to acquire two portions of land to
incorporate into the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. This sale
was registered in the Deeds Office in January 2011.
During negotiations it was recorded that a family was
present and living on the old farm, and that the seller would
not guarantee vacant occupation of the land. Legal
advice was sought on the matter and the opinion was
expressed that, given the environmental value of the land,
the City had no option but to acquire the land subject to
the rights of the residents, notwithstanding that a process
could be followed to secure their relocation.
The City has been engaging with the residents since
December 2013 about their illegal occupation of this part
of the Nature Reserve.

The occupants have consistently refused the City’s offers for
alternative accommodation and have ignored several
legal notices requesting them to vacate the premises.
The occupants’ refusal to vacate the property poses a
threat to the Nature Reserve’s biodiversity, including
endangered plants and animal species, as well as a rich
heritage of natural, cultural and historic elements.
The establishment of the Nature Reserve, including the
construction of fencing, the introduction of large antelope,
the restoration of the Critically Endangered Cape Flats sand
fynbos, and research on the Battle of Blaauwberg, has
been moving forward despite the illegal occupation of this
area.
The intension is to establishing the Battle of Blaauwberg site
as an education and tourism hub. It has therefore become
imperative to succeed in relocating the family.

The City of Cape Town launched an urgent application in the Western Cape High Court that was heard on 22 June 2017.
The Acting Judge reserved Judgement in this matter for 3 months. The appointed advocate / attorney for the City of
Cape Town in this matter attended the High Court on 22 September 2017 to note the Judgement of Masuku, A.J.
Judgement was given in favour of the occupants, rescinding any previous eviction and demolition orders granted by the
Western Cape High Court. The City of Cape Town’s Legal Advisors and appointed Attorneys in this matter served a notice
on the occupants reiterating (i) the proclamation of the nature reserve, (ii) the occupants’ unlawful occupation of the
property, (iii) offer of alternative accommodation and (iv) listed restricted activities as per the Regulations for the Proper
Administration of Nature Reserves R99. Authority has been granted for the appointment of a senior advocate and junior
counsel to assist the City of Cape Town to go back to court. The legal deliberation is currently still on-going.

4

FLORA

4.1

Invasive species management

4.1.1
Follow-up invasive alien plant species clearing contracts were issued in terms of a tender agreement
with a new service provider as well as from quotes received from after a request for quotations (RFQ).
4.1.2
Five (05) purchase orders were issued on
18/03/2021 to conduct follow-up clearing of invasive
alien plant species in management unit BCA018 (the
old sand fynbos restoration area) in the Blaauwberg Hill
Section in terms of an approved tender agreement.
The total value of the Purchase Orders was
R655,789.67. The purchase orders included PO
4503825586
(R215,754.22),
PO
4503825588
(R224,276.99), PO 4503825589 (R71,919.88), PO
4503825590 (R71,918.70), and PO 4503825592
(R71,919.88).
The contracts were funded from the Kader Asmal
Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP). Work
commenced on 30/03/2021 and is expected to be
completed during the following quarter.

Figure 5. Location of follow-up clearing at Blaauwberg Hill.
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4.1.3
A purchase order was issued for follow-up
clearing of invasive alien plant species in the MelkbosDuynefontein Conservation Corridor (in the Coastal
Section) (see Figure 6 across).
Purchase Order 450379167, to the value of R135,000.24,
was issued for the following management units in the
corridor, including MBS002, MBS003, MBS004, MBS005,
MBS010, MBS018, MB020.
The contract was funded from the Kader Asmal
Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP).Work
commenced on 13/01/2021 and was completed in this
quarter.
Figure 6. Location of follow-up clearing in the Corridor.

4.1.4
Initial clearing of invasive alien vegetation in
25 hectare research blocks in BCA019 has been
completed. JS Invasive Control Services was employed
with funding from the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust
(HHCT) in partnership with the Wilderness Foundation
Africa. Funding is also set aside for follow-up clearing
in the next two years. The work forms part of the Cape
Flats Sand Fynbos Restoration Research project.
Biodiversity Network Coordinator, Jacques van der
Merwe, handled the administration tasks for the
project on behalf of the City.
The HHCT’s primary project at the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve is “Biodiversity Conservation by means of
applying
best-practice
guidelines
for
active
restoration in critically endangered Cape lowland
vegetation.”

Figure 7. Layout of the new restoration research area.

4.1.5
The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) hack team, under the leadership of Mr Eddie
Heimann, continued clearing of invasive alien vegetation in various locations in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve:
Hill Section on Tuesdays (see Figure 8 below). 119 person hours were invested during this quarter by the team on
the following dates: 12/01/2021, 19/01/2021, 26/01/2021, 02/02/2021, 09/02/2021, 16/02/2021, 23/02/2021,
09/03/2021, 16/03/2021, 23/03/2021, and 30/03/2021.

Figure 8. Friends of BCA volunteers removing alien plant species from between fynbos vegetation (photo by Eddie Heimann).
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Restoration and Rehabilitation

4.2.1
Fynbos seeds were collected from various
natural areas inside and around the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve during this quarter, including at
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, Morning Star, and the N7
powerline servitude. Seeds were collected on
23/02/2021 (see Figure 9 across). This is a continuation
of work from the previous quarter.
The seeds will be used for the restoration of the Cape
Flats sand fynbos on the lower easterns slopes of the
Blaauwberg Hill.
The seeds will be smoke-treated and broadcast back
into the Nature Reserve at identified locations to
germinate naturally in the restoration areas.

4.3
4.3.1




Figure 9. Staff collecting cones from a Leucadendron bush.

Management & Monitoring
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:
Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).

The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant species
have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
4.3.2
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term
monitoring of vegetation change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are open
to grazing and browsing by Eland and Red hartebeest. This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the
vegetation condition in relation to grazing pressure.
The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three years intervals.
This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is thus highly
recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and carrying capacity.
4.3.3
The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been
recording plant records from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve since 2013. An annotated plant species list of over
200 species is maintained with records from their field visits. Crew undertook an outing to the Blaauwberg Coastal
Section on 5/03/2021. CREW is also planning to undertake a City Nature Challenge survey at the Blaauwberg
Hill in the following quarter. See Figures 10-12 below of examples of flowering palnts from this quarter.

Figure 10.
grandiflora).

Grand

Stripper

(Lachnaea Figure 11. Spotted Bloodlily (Haemanthus Figure 12. Fire heath (Erica cerinthoides).
coccineus).
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FAUNA

5.1

Management & Monitoring

5.1.1
An aerial photographic survey of the large
game herds at the Blaauwberg Hill Section was
conducted with a light aircraft and a drone on
24/03/2021.
Twenty-one eland were spotted visually, but the
photography reavealed at least twenty-four.
The photographic information will be used to
determine the full population sizes. The aerial survey
information was required to compile a detailed record
of numbers of large game, including the herd
structures and sex ratios of each herd.
The survey was carried out with aerial survey
equipment
provided
by
Quemic
Africa
in
collaboration with the Biodiversity Managmeent
Branch. Results of the survey will be used to make
management decisions regarding the game species.

Figure 13. Camera trap image of Eland drinking at the water
provision point.

Figure 14. Quemic Africa controlling the drone, while Biodiversity Management staff use binoculars to track the large game animals.

5.1.2
The large game herds at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, including Taurotragus oryx (eland) and
Alcelaphus buselaphus caama (red hartebeest), were monitored on a regular basis. The enclosure fence
integrity was maintained and drinking water points were constantly supplied.
The eland population has grown from eight individuals since their re-introduction, to about 25. Plans are being
prepared to relocate some of the eland to prevent over-population in the Nature Reserve. The Biodiversity
Mangement Branch received quotations from game capture operators for relocation of some of the eland.
Eland perform an important ecological role in the Cape Floristic Region. Their browsing assists in nutrient cycling,
seed dispersal and vegetation regeneration, while trampling assists in opening up impenetrable thicket areas.
Over-population could however lead to increasing browsing pressure in areas with restoring fynbos vegetation,
and depleted food resources in dry years. The absence of natural predators means that their numbers are not
controlled by predation, and therefore population numbers have to be managed to prevent the population
reaching unsustainable levels.
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5.1.3
A caracal was released into the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve: Hill Section on 22/03/2021. The animal
was rescued from a nearby location and was required to be released inside the nearest Nature Reserve,
according to the receommendation of the City’s Veterinarian and Urban Wildlife Specialist, Dr Dorothy Breed.
5.1.4
Two rescued boomslang, Dispholidus typus (a male and a female), were released in the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve: Coastal Section on 04/02/2021, after having been removed from a neighbouring landowner’s
private property.
5.1.5
Some additional fauna observations during this quarter are listed below, including Honey badger
(Mellivora capensis), Spotted eagle owl (Bubo africanus), Mole snake (Pseudaspis cana), and Caracal:

Figure 15. A caracal at the water provision point.

Figure 16. A honey badge at the water provision point.

Figure 17. A rescued boomslag.

Figure 18. A spotted eagle owl at the water provision point.

Figure 19. A mole snake at Eerste Steen Resort.
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SOIL

6.1

Management and Monitoring

Nothing to report.
7

WATER

7.1

Water quality

7.1.1
7.2

Routine water quality samples were collected from the Melkbos Pan on 25/02/2021.
Water provision

7.2.1
The water tank supplying the water provision
point for the large game herds was raised off the
ground level by lifting it onto concrete bases.
The tank was found to be at a lower level than the
outlet, which meant that not all the water would drain
completely out of the tank into the drinking trough.
At certain times large game animals would empty the
trough, but water still remained inside the tank.
The tank was therefore lifted off the ground so that
there is enough water pressure to allow the tank to
drain completely, making all the water available to the
animals.
The water tank is filled up with potable water when it
needs refilling.
Figure 20. Water tank raised onto concrete bases.

7.3

Rainfall

7.3.1
Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve to date during 2021 amounted to 23.5mm at
Eerstesteen Resort, and 16.3mm at Blaauwberg Hill. These records are around average for this time of year.
Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service and record rainfall at each
gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Eerstesteen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill. The rainfall measurement will provide an
accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area. Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and
wildlife movements, and to help make informed decisions about wildlife population management.

Figure 21 (overleaf) indicates the accumulation of rainfall in 2021 plotted over the average accumulation curve.
Rainfall accummulation was average to date.
Figure 22 (overleaf) indicates the monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over
the average rainfall pattern..
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Figure 21. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2021 plotted over the
average accumulation curves.

8

FIRE

8.1

Preparation and planning

8.1.1

0
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Figure 22. Monthly rainfall records of Eerste Steen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2021 plotted over the average rainfall pattern.

No wildfires were reported from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

8.1.2
All firebreaks and fire protection measures
were maintained in good working condition during this
quarter. Nature Reserve staff and Expanded Public
Works Programme (EPWP) employees continued
cutting the Nature Reserve’s firebreaks with
brushcutters since the previous quarter.
The firebreak was extended to the north of Ou Skip
Caravan Park and along the newly acquired Erf 2003.
Landowners are required to implement reasonable
measures to prevent the spread of wildfires over
property boundaries.
In many places the Nature Reserve firebreak is
maintained clear of flammable vegetation, but
vegetation in some private properties adjacent to the
Nature Reserve is growing up to the boundary.

Figure 23. Firebreak North of Ou Skip Caravan Park.

The National Veld and Forest Fire Act, Act 101 of 1998, Chapter 2 clause 4(8) states that “The owner in respect of State
land must join any fire protection association registered in the area in which the land lies.” The City of Cape Town, being
a statutory body, is obliged to join the Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association (http://www.cpfpa.org.za) within the
boundaries of the CPFPA, which includes the entire Cape Metropolitan Area. The City of Cape Town Environmental
Management Department (EMD) Biodiversity Management Branch is a fully compliant member of the CPFPA.
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8.2
8.2.1

Prescribed burning
No prescribed burning took place in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

8.2.2
The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff assisted at a prescribed ecological block burn at the Kenilworth
Racecourse Conservation Area on 09/03/2021 (see Figures 24-25 below).
The Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation Area is owned by Kenilworth Racing, but is set aside for conservation.
The Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET) is curently implementing the management of the site
under the guidance of the Biodiversity Management Branch.
The vegetation on this site is Cape Flats sand fynbos which requires a natural fire cycle to stimulate vegetation
regeneration through the activation of seed germination.

Figure 24. Burning Cape Flats sand fynbos at Kenilworth
Racecourse.

Figure 25. Controlling the fire line at Kenilworth Racecourse.

8.2.3
The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff assisted at an ecological block burn at the Nirvana Private Nature
Reserve on 25/03/2021 (see Figures 26-27 below). Area Manager Koos Retief served as a sector boss at one of
four sectors assisgned under the Fire Boss.
Nirvana Private Nature Reserve is a stewardship conservation area managed by the private landowners under
guidance from the Biodiversity Management Branch.
The vegetation on this site is Atlantis sand fynbos which requires a natural fire cycle to stimulate vegetation
regeneration through the activation of seed germination.

Figure 26. Burning Atlantis sand fynbos at Nirvana Private Reserve.

Figure 27. Controlling the prescribed ecological burn.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder engagement

9.1.1

Internal meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended mostly on-line meetings during this quarter due to the requirement
for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic and the nation-wide lockdown. Internal meetings included
the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
9.1.2

08/02/2021: North Region Management online Skype meetings
24/02/2021: Invasive alien species site inspection at BCA018
25/02/2021: Biodiversity Management Branch Skype meeting
26/02/2021: Invasive alien species site inspection at BCA018
01/03/2021: Invasive alien species workload assessment at BCA018
08/03/2021: North Region Skype meeting regardnig changes in reporting lines in the Branch
12/03/2021: North Region Skype meeting regarding student research proposals
19/03/2021: Branch meeting regarding student research proposals at Kristo Pienaar Centre
External meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attend moslty on-line external meetings during this quarter due to the
requirement for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic nation-wide lockdown, including:
•
•
•
•
•

15/02/2021: Sand Fynbos Restoration Ecology research feedback Skype meeting.
19/02/2021: Capital Project Review Skype session
22/02/2021: Friends of BCA meeting regarding invasive vegetation clearing
11/03/2021: Meeting with PAAC chairman regarding feedback to the PAAC chairman’s forum
31/03/2021: Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association (North Ward) meeting at Durbanville Nature
Reserve

9.2

Benefits to people

9.2.1

Overnight accommodation

The Montispectus overnight accommodation unit had three overnight accommodation reservations, including
on 13/02, 03/03 and 30/03/2021. The unit hosted eight people, and created a total revenue of R2,927.
The accommodation unit was recenlty re-openened to the public after repairs to the access road made it
possible for vehicles to access the Blaauwberg Hill again.
9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach

9.2.2.1 A Social Development and Early Childhood Development program was held on 9/02/2021 which was
based on the Marine Programme. The programme focused on the development of leadership skills.
9.2.2.2 A coordinated beach cleanup was held at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Coastal Section from 2227/02/2021. The multi-day event was organised by the Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area in
collaboration with the Biodiversity Management Branch. This event was aimed at getting the surrounding
communities involved in the cleanup of our beaches, and to build stronger relationships with the neighbours of
the Nature Reserve.
See Figures 28-31 overleaf.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2

Benefits to people – continued

Figure 28. Student Celmari Pieterse presenting a program.

Figure 29. The coast line of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.

Figure 30. The mobile beach cleanup stand.

Figure 31. A sample of items picked up from the beach.

9.2.3

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

9.2.3.1 The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area hosted five guided interpretive walks (Two Hills Walk) at
the Blaauwberg Hill on 6/01/2021 (10 persons in attendance), 30/01/2021 (19 persons in attendance), 27/02/2021
(20 persons in attendance), 14/03/2021 (30 persons in attendance) and 27/03/2021 (13 persons in attendance).
9.2.3.2 The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area hosted four guided heritage walks at the Battle of
Blaauwberg on 13/01/2021 (1 person in attendance), 31/01/2021 (18 persons in attendance), 21/02/2021 (15
persons in attendance), and 06/03/2021 (22 persons in attendance).
9.2.3.3 The 215th Battle of Blaauwberg Commemoration was cancelled due to Covid restrictions (see Figure
33-34 overleaf).
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Figure 32. Article in the local press about the cancellation of the 215th Battle of Blaauwberg Commemoration.
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Figure 33. Newspaper cut-out of a painting depicting the Battle of Blaauwberg.

The Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (www.bca.org.za) is a voluntary group of concerned citizens whose
mission it is to contribute to the protection and beneficial use of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. They are affiliated with
the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa, Western Cape.

9.3

Visitors and income

9.3.1

Income

R62,973 income was generated from 2,969 visitors, including about 190 film cast and crew members at the Eerste
Steen Resort and Coastal Section during this quarter.
The Eerste Steen Resort was closed to public access from 29/12/2020 until the end of January 2021, in terms of
the Amended Regulations for Alert Level 3. The regulations stipulated that beaches, rivers, dams and lakes,
including recreational facilities associated with them, must be closed under Adjusted Level 3 lock-down. The
Resort was only re-opened to the public in Febraury.
DESCRIPTION

Jan

Feb

Mar

RATE

QUANTITY

INCOME

Permissible Commercial Activities
10-20 people bundles

R3,844
4

1-9 people bundles

8

1

R434.00

5

R2,170

1

R186.00

9

R1,674

Daily Entry

R40,404

Adult (18+)

1,020

792

R17.00

1,812

R30,804

476

307

R10.00

783

R7,830

Children (under 3)

6

1

R 0.00

7

Senior (60+)

79

98

R10.00

177

Children (3 -17 )

Student (with Student Card)

R10.00

R0
R1,770
R0

Environmental Education
Learner (Govt Schools)

R0
18

R 0.00

18

R0

Vehicles and craft
Vehicles

TOTAL

R18,725
482

267

R 25.00

749

R18,725

TOTAL

R62,973
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10

STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment

12.1.1 Matshela Jerry Khalo was placed as Reserve
Supervisor for the Blaauwberg Hill Section from
01/03/2021 on a permanent full-time basis. Jerry was
formerly the site manager at the Kenilworth
Racecourse Conservation Area. This placement was
funded from the vacancy of retired Senior Field Ranger
Willem Appollis.

Figure 34. Reserve Supervisor, Matshela Jerry Khalo.

12.1.2 Celmari Pieterse was placed as a student
intern at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve from
01/02/2021. Celmari is studying towards a Nature
Management Diploma at the Centurion Academy,
and requires a year of in-service training to be able to
qualify. Her post is funded by the Expanded Public
Works Programme (EPWP).

Figure 35. Student Intern, Celmari Pieterse.

10.1.3 A team of six Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) workers was employed at the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve from August 2020 until the end of the 2020/21 financial year. Their employment is funded from
the Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment Management Programme. The team focusses on doing repairs and
maintenance, including firebreaks, picnic facilities, fences, as well as cleaning visitor facilities.
10.2

Training

Eleven person days of training was offiered to staff at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve this quarter, including:







Employee induction and orientation was offered to student intern Celmari Pieterse from 1-2/02/2021 at the
Rietvlei Boma in the Table Bay Nature Reserve (2 person days).
Employee Relations: Grievance Procedure and Management training was offered to Area Manager
Jacobus Retief on 02/03/2021 (1 person day).
Employee induction was offered, via Skype, to reserve supervisor Jerry Khalo from 07-08/03/2021 (2 person
days).
SAP Employee Self Service training was offered, via Skype, to reserve supervisor Jerry Khalo on 18/03/2021
(1 person day).
SAP HR Performance Management training was offered, via Skype, to reserve supervisor Jerry Khalo on
19/03/2021 (1 person day).
Conflict Management training was offered, via Skype, to reserve supervisor Jerry Khalo from 29/03 –
01/04/2021 (4 person days).
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10.3

Staff Administration

10.3.1 The Health and Safetey employee representative, Field Ranger Monwabisi Varoyi, was coming to the
end of his three-year term. As such the employees at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve had the opportunity to
nominate candidates for a new health and safety repersentative. An electtion was held on 12/01/2021, and
Field Ranger Pamella Mrebe was elected as the new health and safety representative for the employees at the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. Pamella will serve a new three-year term as the representative.
10.3.2 Area Manager, Jacobus Retief, applied for a renewed Professional Driver’s Permit (PrDP) on 20/10/2020
to be able to drive the trucks at the Nature Reserve. The renewed PrDP was received on 19/01/2021.
Several other drivers at the Nature Reserve have also applied to renew their PrDPs, or are in the process of
applying for renewal. However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the amount of staff members that were allowed
to undergo medical examination for the PrDPs have been reduced. At the time of completing this report, all
medical examinations have been suspended, due to the additional stress that the Covid-pandemic has placed
on the City’s medical resources. As such, applications for renewed PrDPs is being delayed, which is having a
negative impact on the logistical operations of the Nature Reserve.
10.3.3 A routine Workplace Fitness Assessment was completed by Student Intern Celmari Pieterse at the
Maitland Head Office on 12/03/2021. The fitness test consisted of walking 4,8 km with a 20 kg back-pack in under
45 minutes. This fitness standard is required for all staff to be able to undertake arduous field work such as fire
fighting, as well as a qualification criterion for all prospective new staff placements in the Branch.
10.3.4 Reviews of personal development plans (PDPs) and intergrated performance management (IPM)
templates was conducted for all required staff during this quarter.
10.3.6 The Nature Reserve administration offices were closed to the public on public holidays on 01/01/2021
and 22/03/2021, but the Eerste Steen Resort remained open to the public in March.
10.3.7 The Eerste Steen Resort was closed to public access from 29/12/2020 until the end of January 2021, in
terms of the Amended Regulations for Alert Level 3. The regulations stipulated that beaches, rivers, dams and
lakes, including recreational facilities associated with them, must be closed under Adjusted Level 3 lock-down.
The Resort was only re-opened to the public in Febraury.
11

LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Plannings and patrols

11.1.1 Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti and
damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also recorded,
including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. Patrols were continued during the lock-down period.
11.1.2 Illegal woodcutting and harvesting in the Nature Reserve is currently a concern. Due to large scale
invasive alien vegeation clearing operations being undertaken in the Nature Reseve, the generation of spoil
material (wood poles and brush) is a temptation as a source of for informal wood traders. Nature Reserve staff
and Quemic Rangers are constantly monitoring fences and access points to prevent damage to Nature Reserve
infrastructrure from wood collectors that want to access the Nature Reserve
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11.2

Incidents

11.2.1 Four feral dogs were photographed by a camera trap at the large game water provision point. Two of
the four dogs were believed to belong to the people residing at the delapidated homestead of the old
Blaauwberg’s Valley Farm portion. The origin of the other two dogs is still unknown and investigations are
continuing (see Figure 37 below).

Figure 36. Four unknown dogs were photographed with a camera trap as they came to drink water at the Eland water provision point.

11.3

Nature Reserve integrity

Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor and staff safety within the City
of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems. Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional Integrity
Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape Town.
They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. They also provide additional surveillance for reserve
infrastructure. Flash reports of incidents recordedni the Natuer Reserve are recevied on a daily basis.
During this quarter the rangers focussed on preventing alcohol use in public spaces, running dogs off leash,
fishing without permits, preventing litter and dumping, as well as responding to fauna related queries.
Some of the specific services that the Integrity Teams
provide include visitor management, staff safety, and
surveillance of reserve infrastructure.
They can liaise with members of the public with regards to
reserve activities, directions and rules as well as local
information.
They can respond to any injury or medical emergency,
any wildfire, environmental disasters and wildlife-related
incidents.
They provide a nature conservation law enforcement
service which includes boundary patrols, clandestine
operations, and search of suspicious individuals and
vehicles. They can also supervise contractors in the field.

Other

Fauna

Dogs off
leash
Fish
Alcohol

Figure 37. Pie chart of incidents in this quarter.
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12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

12.1

Services

The following services were procured for the 2020/21 Financial Year:





12.2

Lindol Hygiene Services, toilet hygiene,
G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities,
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams,
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections, and
LANDELWA TRADING CC, laundry services.
Asset management and maintenance

12.1.1 The security alarm system at the Eerste Steen Resort office was repaired under a Repair & Maintenance
works order on 19/01/2020, after a panel became faulty. The alarm is now back in operation.
12.1.2

The Nature Reserve’s gantry (lifting equipment) was serviced by Blue Crane on 14/01/2021.

12.1.3

All Nature Reserve vehicles were maintained in good working order during this quarter.

12.1.4 The Nature Reserve’s picnic and visitor facilities were cleaned on a daily basis. A large amount of rubble
from broken down old braais was removed with the tipper truck.
12.1.5 The Nature Reserve’s woodwork, including beach access boardwalks, viewing platforms, shade
pergolas and shade ports were treated with linseed oil to prevent weathering.
12.1.6 The Nature Reserve’s fences were repaired due to the southern fence line which was still being engulfed
by moving sand from development areas in Sunningdale near the Table Bay Mall. As the sand height increases,
the fence needs to be raised to prevent the escape of the large game animals in the Blaauwberg Hill Section.
12.1.7 Since the previous quarter, more new braais were built by Nature Reserve staff at the Eerste Steen Resort.
The total number of new braais is now 31. The old braais consisted of square concrete planters, which are
intended for containing trees. The old braais were also not suited to repeated use for making fire, and as a result
they started to crack and collapse. The new braais are purpose-built for braaing and are expected to last much
longer with repeated use. The collapsed braais were demolished and disposed at a landfill site. The Eerste Steen
Resort is one of very few municipal resorts in the City of Cape Town where braaing is allowed in a public space.

Figure 38. Removing rubble of old collapsed braais.

Figure 39. One of the newly built braais.
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12.1.8 The water tank supplying the large game
water provision point was raised off the ground level by
lifting it onto concrete bases.
The tank was found to be at a lower level than the
outlet, which meant that not all the water would drain
completely out of the tank into the drinking trough.
At certain times large game animals would empty the
trough, but water still remained inside the tank.
The tank was therefore lifted off the ground so that
there is enough water pressure to allow the tank to
drain completely, making all the water available to the
animals.
The water tank is filled up with potable water as and
when it needs refilling.
Figure 40. Water tank raised onto concrete bases.
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 41. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 42. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 43. Nature Reserve management units.
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APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES
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