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Figure 1. Map of Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was
conceptualised in the 1980s.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on
public-owned portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below) with
recommendations were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three
of the five identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010,
respectively. The Land Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve
Manager in the Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the
receipt of Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and
Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature Reserve
in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve were
proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and
outdated legislation.
Following a Public Participation Process (PPP),
Council resolved in June 2011 that the City’s
Environmental Management Department could
proceed with the process to proclaim the City’s 14
nature reserves, including Blaauwberg, in terms of the
National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in
the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section
23(1)(a)(i)
of
the
National
Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003),
declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017.
The City of Cape Town manages both its own, and
the provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity
of natural, historical and cultural resources of this area
for the sustainable enjoyment and development of
present and future generations through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the
development of economically viable conservation
and education-related facilities and activities, secure
the protection of the entire area and ensure its longterm sustainability based on sound ecological and
cultural values.”

Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: New braais are being built by
Nature Reserve staff at the Eerste Steen Resort.
The old braais consisted of square concrete planters,
which are intended for containing trees. The planters
are not suited to repeated use for making fire inside,
and as a result they started to crack and collapse.
The new braais are purpose-built for braaing and are
expected to last much longer with repeated use. The
Eerste Steen Resort is one of very few municipal resorts
in the City of Cape Town where braaing is allowed in
a public space.
During weekends and public holidays the Eerste Steen
Resort is often occupied to full capacity. Due to various
levels of restriction imposed by measures to combat
the Covid-19 pandemic, access to the resort has been
reduced or prohibited at times.

Figure 3. A newly built braai at Eerste Steen Resort.

2.2
CHALLENGE: The old military access road to
the Blaauwberg Hill was damaged by water erosion
from exceptionally heavy rainfall during 2020.
Access to the facilities on the Hill, including the
Montispectus accommodation unit was affected. The
accommodation unit was closed to the public due to
the risk of using the damaged access road.
Manual repair and maintenance work was done by
the Nature Reserve team. Heavy machinery owned by
the Biodiversity Management Branch, including a
tipper truck and a front-end loader, were used by the
Nature Reserve team to bring a stockpile of gravel
from Tygerberg to the damaged portions of the road.
The gravel material was moved and shaped onto the
road with manual labour. The openings of the
stormwater drainage pipes were also cleared
manually by the Nature Reserve team.

Figure 4. Front-end loader and tipper truck used to transport
gravel material from Tygerberg to the Blaauwberg Hill road.

The Roads Department was requested to provide additional heavy machinery work, including ripping, grading,
rolling and compacting of the road, as well as jet-vaccing the stormwater drainage pipes. However, due to
various challenges, including but not limited to the lock-downs associated with Covid-19, staff shortage,
restricted funds, and machinery that require servicing, no further heavy machine work could be done this year.
It is hoped that the Roads Department will provide assistance in the new year.
3

CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1
The Protected Area Advisory Committee for Blaauwberg Nature Reserve held a hybrid meeting on
16/10/2020. This meeting allowed Members to meet face-to-face at the time, but a Skype web link also allowed
Members to link to the meeting via the web platform. Some members chose to meet face-to-face, while others
decided to join the meeting via Skype. Regardless of these provisions, the meeting had a lower attendance.
The meeting was attended by twelve representatives from five organisations, including Eskom Holdings, CCT:
Environmental Management Department, Subcouncil 1, Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area, and the
Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa: Western Cape.
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Notices were served on occupants residing in condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley
farm portion of the Nature Reserve on 09/11/2020 (see Figure 5 below). The notices were issued in terms of the
Extension of Security of Tenure Act (ESTA) Act no 62 of 1997. The occupants were warned to relocate within 12
months. Failure to comply with the notices could result in the City applying to the Court for eviction notices.
The ESTA notices were served in the form of personal service by the Sheriff of the Court. Nature Reserve staff and
Law Enforcement members escorted the Sheriff to the structures where the occupants are residing. Proof of
Service was received from the Sheriff and is being kept on file.
The occupants are continuing to exploit the natural resources of the Nature Reserve by harvesting wood and
grazing domestic animals in the Hill Section. The occupants also move around in the Nature Reserve and have
left management access gates open overnight.
BACKGROUND
The City of Cape Town concluded a sale agreement with
Garden Cities in 2010 to acquire two portions of land to
incorporate into the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. This sale
was registered in the Deeds Office in January 2011.
During negotiations it was recorded that a family was
present and living on the old farm, and that the seller would
not guarantee vacant occupation of the land. Legal
advice was sought on the matter and the opinion was
expressed that, given the environmental value of the land,
the City had no option but to acquire the land subject to
the rights of the residents, notwithstanding that a process
could be followed to secure their relocation.
The City has been engaging with the residents since
December 2013 about their illegal occupation of this part
of the Nature Reserve.

The occupants have consistently refused the City’s offers for
alternative accommodation and have ignored several
legal notices requesting them to vacate the premises.
The occupants’ refusal to vacate the property poses a
threat to the Nature Reserve’s biodiversity, including
endangered plants and animal species, as well as a rich
heritage of natural, cultural and historic elements.
The establishment of the Nature Reserve, including the
construction of fencing, the introduction of large antelope,
the restoration of the Critically Endangered Cape Flats sand
fynbos, and research on the Battle of Blaauwberg, has
been moving forward despite the illegal occupation of this
area.
The intension is to establishing the Battle of Blaauwberg site
as an education and tourism hub. It has therefore become
imperative to succeed in relocating the family.

The City of Cape Town launched an urgent application in the Western Cape High Court that was heard on 22 June 2017.
The Acting Judge reserved Judgement in this matter for 3 months. The appointed advocate / attorney for the City of
Cape Town in this matter attended the High Court on 22 September 2017 to note the Judgement of Masuku, A.J.
Judgement was given in favour of the occupants, rescinding any previous eviction and demolition orders granted by the
Western Cape High Court. The City of Cape Town’s Legal Advisors and appointed Attorneys in this matter served a notice
on the occupants reiterating (i) the proclamation of the nature reserve, (ii) the occupants’ unlawful occupation of the
property, (iii) offer of alternative accommodation and (iv) listed restricted activities as per the Regulations for the Proper
Administration of Nature Reserves R99. Authority has been granted for the appointment of a senior advocate and junior
counsel to assist the City of Cape Town to go back to court. The legal deliberation is currently still on-going.

Figure 5. Condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm homestead that are occupied by illegal dwellers.
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FLORA

4.1

Invasive species management

4.1.1
Follow-up invasive alien plant species clearing contracts did not progress at all during this quarter due
to the tender agreement with the service provider coming to an end. A new tender agreement is expected to
be in place by February 2021, after which the allocation of contracts will resume.
In the interim, quatations were received for contract follow-up clearing of invasive alien plant species in the
Melkbos-Duynefontein Conservation Corridor. The Invasive Species Unit advised that a Purchse Order was issued
and the contractor was scheduled to start with the work in the New Year.
4.1.2
A site meeting was held with the Invasive Species Unit on 14/10/2020 at the newly acquired Erf 2003 in
the Melkbos-Duynefontein Conservation Corridor (see Figure 6 below).
The purpose of the site meeting was to include the new land into the invasive species management unit clearing
plan (MUCP), and to start determining the work-load for future clearing contracts.
It was reported previously that: Ownership of Erf 2003 (Melkboschstrand) has been transferred to the City of Cape Town.
The City purchased Erf 2003 from De Villiers and Jacobs (Pty) Ltd and is intending to incorporate it into the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve. Erf 2003 runs continuous with other properties already set aside for protection in the Melkbos Conservation
Area, which is a conservation corridor that will be proclaimed as part of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in due course.
This property lies to the North of Ou Skip Caravan Park and to the West of the R27 (West Coast Road).

Figure 6. In-field site meeting with members of the Invasive Species Unit at Erf 2003, Melkbosstrand.
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FLORA – continued

4.1

Invasive species management – continued

Some of the indigenous flora species observed at Erf 2003 included the following:

Figure 7. Babiana tubiflora.

Figure 8. Lobostemon fruticosus.

4.1.3
Initial clearing of invasive alien vegetation in
25 hectare research blocks in BCA019 has been
completed. JS Invasive Control Services was employed
with funding from the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust
(HHCT) in partnership with the Wilderness Foundation
Africa. Funding is also set aside for follow-up clearing
in the next two years. The work forms part of the Cape
Flats Sand Fynbos Restoration Research project.

Figure 10. Invasive alien vegetation clearing in restoration area.

Figure 9. Star Satin (Geissorhiza tenella).

Biodiversity Network Coordinator, Jacques van der
Merwe, handled the administration tasks for the project
on behalf of the City.
The HHCT’s primary project at the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve is “Biodiversity Conservation by means of
applying best-practice guidelines for active restoration
in critically endangered Cape lowland vegetation.”

Figure 11. Layout of the new restoration research area.

4.1.4
The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) hack team, under the leadership of Mr Eddie
Heimann, continued clearing of invasive alien vegetation in various locations in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve:
Hill Section on Tuesdays. 115 person hours were invested during this quarter by the team.
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Restoration and Rehabilitation

4.2.1
Fynbos seeds were collected from various
natural areas inside and around the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve during this quarter, including at
Basariesfontein, Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, Morning
Star, and the N7 powerline servitude. This is a
continuation of work from the previous quarter.
Seeds were
13/10/2020,
29/10/2020,
17/11/2020,
15/12/2020.

collected on
20/10/2020,
03/11/2020,
25/11/2020,

thirteen days, including
22/10/2020, 27/10/2020,
05/11/2020, 10/11/2020,
01/12/2020, 08/12/2020,

The seeds will be used for the restoration of the Cape
Flats sand fynbos on the lower easterns slopes of the
Blaauwberg hill.
Some of the seed will be used to grow plants in the
plant rearing facility that will be re-planted into the
Nature Reserve. Other seeds will be smoke-treated
and broadcast into the Nature Reserve at identified
locations to germinate naturally.

4.3
4.3.1




Figure 12. A female Thamnochortus plant, containing seeds.

Management & Monitoring
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:
Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).

The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant species
have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
4.3.2
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term
monitoring of vegetation change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are open
to grazing and browsing by Eland and Red hartebeest. This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the
vegetation condition in relation to grazing pressure.
The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three years intervals.
This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is thus highly
recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and carrying capacity.
4.3.3
The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been
recording plant records from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve since 2013. An annotated plant species list of over
200 species is maintained with records from their field visits. Due to the nation-wide lockdown the Blaauwberg
CREW was not able to undertake any field trips to Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during the last two quarters.
4.3.4
Monitoring of Renosterveld post-fire vegetation emergence on the Blaauwberg Hill was conducted on
08/10/2020. Knowledge Management Officer, Penelope Glanville, assisted with the monitoring of the vegetatio
plots. This vegetation regeneration is a result of the prescribed ecological burning undertaken on Blaauwberg
Hill in November 2019.
Below are some of the plant species observed during the monitoring excursion (see overleaf):
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Figure 13. Oxalis pes-caprae.

Figure 14. Ferraria crispa.

Figure 15. Pelargonium alchemilloides.

Figure 16. Lessertia frutescens.

Figure 17. Satyrium odorum.

Figure 18. A slimelily (Genus Albuca).

Figure 19. Chincherinchee (Ornithogalum thyrsoides).
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Figure 20. Oxalis obtusa.

Figure 21. Arctotheca calendula.

Figure 22. Pterygodium orobanchoides.

Figure 23. Unidentified Bulbine species.

Figure 24. Babiana odorata.

Figure 25. Gladiolus alatus.

Figure 26. Brightfig (Tribe Ruschieae).

Figure 27. Gazania krebsiana.

Figure 28. Moraea gawleri.
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FAUNA

5.1

Management & Monitoring

5.1.1
The large game herds at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, including Taurotragus oryx (eland) and
Alcelaphus buselaphus caama (red hartebeest), were monitored on a regular basis. The enclosure fence
integrity was maintained and drinking water points were constantly supplied.
The eland population has grown from eight individuals since their re-introduction, to 25 individuals. Plans are
being prepared to relocate some of the eland to prevent over-population in the Nature Reserve. The Biodiversity
Mangement Branch is awaiting quotations from game capture operators for relocation of some of the eland.
Eland perform an important ecological role in the Cape Floristic Region. Their browsing assists in nutrient cycling,
seed dispersal and vegetation regeneration, while trampling assists in opening up impenetrable thicket areas.
Over-population could however lead to increasing browsing pressure in areas with restoring fynbos vegetation,
and depleted food resources in dry years. The absence of natural predators means that their numbers are not
controlled by predation, and therefore population numbers have to be managed to prevent the population
reaching unsustainable levels.
5.1.2
Some additional fauna observations during this quarter are listed below (all sightings were identified
with the assistance of identifiers on the iNaturalist web platform):

Figure 29. Shieldback Locusts (Family Pamphagidae).

Figure 31. A mole snake (Pseudaspis cana) at Eerste Steen.

Figure 30. A baboon spider at Eerste Steen.

Figure 32. Red Milkweed Locust (Phymateus
morbillosus).
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SOIL

6.1

Management and Monitoring

6.1.1
The old military access road to the Blaauwberg Hill was damaged by water erosion due to exceptionally
heavy rainfall during 2020. Access to the facilities on the Hill, including the Montispectus accommodation unit
was affected. The unit was closed due to the risk of using the damaged access road.
Manual repair and maintenance work was done by the Nature Reserve team. Heavy machinery owned by the
Biodiversity Management Branch, including a tipper truck and a front-end loader, was used by the Nature
Reserve team to fill in eroded gulleys with gravel material.
The gravel material was moved and shaped with manual labour on the road. The openings of the stormwater
drainage pipes were also cleared manually by the Nature Reserve team.
The Roads Department was requested to provide
additional heavy machinery work, including ripping,
grading, rolling and compacting of the road, as well as
jet-vaccing the stormwater drainage pipes.
However, due to various challenges, including but not
limited to the lock-downs associated with Covid-19,
staff shortage, restricted funds, and machinery that are
requiring services, no further heavy machine work
could be done this year.
It is hoped that the Roads Department will provide
assistance in the new year, at the same time whenthe
Zonnekus Road has to be maintained.

Figure 33. Senior Field Ranger Gavin Olivier opening a stormwater drainage pipe that had filled up with soil over time.

7

WATER

7.1

Water quality

7.1.1
7.2

Furthermore advice was received to submit a Capital
project as future budget for a more large-scale
reconstruction of the road. Technical design specialists
will be consulted to assist in drafting the specifications.

Routine water quality samples were collected from the Melkbos Pan on 26/11/2020.
Rainfall

7.2.1
Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during 2020 amounted to 614.4mm at Eerstesteen
Resort, and 395.1mm at Blaauwberg Hill. These figures far exceed the average rainfall in this area.
Rainfall at Eerstesteen was also consistently more than the rainfall on Blaauwberg Hill. The months of July, August,
September, and November recorded above-average rainfall (see Figures 34-35 overleaf).
Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service and record rainfall at each
gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Eerstesteen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill. The rainfall measurement will provide an
accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area. Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and
wildlife movements, and to help make informed decisions about wildlife population management.
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Figure 34 (below) indicates the accumulation of
rainfall in 2020 plotted over the average accumulation
curve. Rainfall accummulation was above average for
most of the year.

Figure 35 (below) indicates the monthly rainfall records
of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2020 plotted over
the average rainfall pattern. June, July, August,
September and November were above average.
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Figure 34. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2020 plotted over the
average accumulation curves.

8

FIRE

8.1

Preparation and planning

8.1.1
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Figure 35. Monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2020 plotted over the average rainfall pattern.

No wildfires were reported from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

8.1.2
All firebreaks and fire protection measures were maintained in good working condition during this
quarter. Nature Reserve staff and Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) employees continued cutting the
Nature Reserve’s firebreaks with brushcutters since the previous quarter.
Landowners are required to implement reasonable measures to prevent the spread of wildfires over property
boundaries. In many places the Nature Reserve firebreak is maintained clear of flammable vegetation, but
vegetation in some private properties adjacent to the Nature Reserve is growing up to the boundary.

The National Veld and Forest Fire Act, Act 101 of 1998, Chapter 2 clause 4(8) states that “The owner in respect of State
land must join any fire protection association registered in the area in which the land lies.” The City of Cape Town, being
a statutory body, is obliged to join the Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association (http://www.cpfpa.org.za) within the
boundaries of the CPFPA, which includes the entire Cape Metropolitan Area. The City of Cape Town Environmental
Management Department (EMD) Biodiversity Management Branch is a fully compliant member of the CPFPA.

8.2
8.2.1

Prescribed burning
No prescribed burning took place during this quarter.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder engagement

9.1.1

Internal meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended mostly on-line meetings during this quarter due to the requirement
for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic and the nation-wide lockdown. Internal meetings included
the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
9.1.2

Weekly North Region Management online Skype meetings
07/10/2020: Skype Meeting with Ward Councillor regarding High Mast Lighting project
08/10/2020: Field visit to monitor post-fire vegetation regrowth on Blaauwberg Hill
23/10/2020: Initial incapacity consultation with staff member
23/10/2020: Site meeting about security upgrades at Blaauwberg Hill
26/10/2020: Initial incapacity consultation with staff member
29/10/2020: Skype meeting about land invasion
30/10/2020: North Region Management meeting, face-to-face, at Aster Farm
06/11/2020: Skype Meeting with Regional Manager about Work-Integrated Learngin Student placements
12/11/2020: Virtual Biodiversity Management Branch Awards Ceremony
02/12/2020: North Region Management meeting, face-to-face, at Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve
03/12/2020: Skype Biodiversity Management Branch meeting
09/12/2020: Skype Health & Safety Meeting of North Region
11/12/2020: Skype meeting about submission of EPWP worker time statements
External meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attend moslty on-line external meetings during this quarter due to the
requirement for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic nation-wide lockdown, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

08/10/2020: Virtual Koeberg Nuclear Power Station Emergency Simulation Exercise
12/11/2020: Virtual Eskom / National Nuclear Regulator Emergency Simulation Exercise
24/11/2020: Cape Peninsula University of Technology Work-Integrated Learning Evaluations
25/11/2020: Cape Peninsula University of Technology Work-Integrated Learning Evaluations
26/11/2020: Cape Peninsula University of Technology Work-Integrated Learning Evaluations
04/12/2020: Site meeting at Blaauwberg Hill access road regarding repair and maintenance

9.2

Benefits to people

9.2.1

Overnight accommodation

No overnight accommodation reservations were taken during this quarter due to the accommodation unit
being inaccessible as a result of repair and maintenance being undertaken on the access road. The access
road to the Blaauwberg Hill was affected by severe erosion after heavy rainfalls in winter of this year.
9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach

9.2.2.1 A three-day environmental education programme was presented to the Expanded Public Works
Programme (EPWP) workers during the previous quarter. The EPWP workers gave positive feedback regarding
the education programme.
It was then arranged to swap the EPWP teams from Blaauwberg Nature Reserve with Table Bay Nature Reserve
for a follow-up programme. The Blaauwberg team experienced a programme on wetlands and bird
identification while the Table Bay team experienced a marine programme. The marine programme focussed
on marine pollution followed by a beach clean-up.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2

Benefits to people – continued

9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach – continued

9.2.2.1 Multi-day beach cleanups were conducted by the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in partnership with the
Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area at the following areas:


Melkbosstrand from 27 to 31 October 2020, including at Pelican Parade, Soutriver mouth, Slabbert se
Klip, the NSRI building, and at 1s Avenue.



Blaauwberg Green Coast from 23 to 28 November 2020, including at Holbaai, Kelpbaai, Kreeftebaai,
Derdesteen, Big Bay and Eerste Steen Resort.

A total of 91 volunteers from the public also assisted in the cleanup at Melkbosstrand, and a further 155 volunteers
assisted at the Blaauwberg Green Coast.

Figure 36. Education intern Sinalo Grangxabe, Senior People and Conservation Officer Elzette Krynauw, and Nature Conservation
volunteer Thanda Mazibuko at the beach clean-up in Melkbosstrand.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.2

Benefits to people – continued

9.2.3

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

9.2.3.1 The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation hosted a guided interpretive walks (Two Hills Walk) at the
Blaauwberg Hill on 10/10/2020 (with 12 persons in attendance), 31/10/2020 (with 14 persons in attendance),
14/11/2020 (with 15 persons in attendance), and 30/11/2020 (with 22 persons in attendance). Guided
interpretive walks at the Battle of Blaauwberg were hosted on 24/10/2020 (with 24 persons in attendance),
01/11/2020 (with 20 persons in attendance), 21/11/2020 (with 10 persons in attendance), 23/11/2020 (with 21
persons in attendance), and 19/12/2020 (with 3 persons in attendance).
The Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (www.bca.org.za) is a voluntary group of concerned citizens whose
mission it is to contribute to the protection and beneficial use of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. They are affiliated with
the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa, Western Cape.

9.3

Visitors and income

9.3.1

Income

R94,216 income was generated from 4,183 visitors and about 180 film cast and crew members at the Eerste Steen
Resort and Coastal Section during this quarter.
The Eerste Steen Resort was however subsequently closed to public access again from 29/12/2020 in terms of
the Amended Regulations for Alert Level 3. The regulations stipulate that beaches, rivers, dams and lakes,
including recreational facilities associated with them, must be closed under Adjusted Level 3 lock-down.
DESCRIPTION

Oct

Nov

Dec

RATE

QUANTITY

INCOME

Permissible Commercial Activities
10-20 people bundles

R3,906
2

3

4

R434.00

9

R3,906

Daily Entry

R61,921

Adult (18+)

694

651

1548

R17.00

2,893

R49,181

Children (3 -17 )

261

223

574

R10.00

1,058

R10,580

Children (under 3)

3

10

3

R0.00

16

R0

Senior (60+)

69

44

101

R10.00

214

R2,140

2

R10.00

2

Student (with Student Card)

R20

Environmental Education
Learner (all other schools)

R14
2

R 7.00

2

R14

Vehicles and craft
Vehicles

R28,375
290

288

557

R 25.00

1,135

R28,375

TOTAL

9.3.2

TOTAL

R94,216

Nature Reserve Tariffs

9.3.2.1 Nature Reserve Tariffs will be updated at the start of the next financial year on 1 July 2021. The current
tariffs are valid from 1 July 2020 until 30 June 2021. The tariffs are posted at the main entrance at Eerstesteen
Resort or can be seen at this link on the Friends of BCA web page:
https://www.bca.org.za/docman/general/108-tariffs/file.html.
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STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment

10.1.1 A team of six Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) workers is employed at the Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve from August 2020 until the end of the 2020/21 financial year. Their employment is funded from
the Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment Management Programme. The team focusses on doing repair and
maintenance, including firebreaks, picnic facilities, fences, and cleaning facilities.
10.2
10.2.1
10.3

Training
Chainsaw training was undertaken by a staff member from 17-21/12/2020 (three days).
Staff Administration

10.3.1 Area Manager, Koos Retief, applied for a renewed Professional Driver’s Permit (PrDP) on 20/10/2020 to
be able to drive the trucks at the Nature Reserve. The PrDP is expected in the New Year.
Several other drivers at the Nature Reserve have also applied to renew their PrDPs, or are in the process of
applying for renewal. However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the amount of staff members that were allowed
to undergo medical examination for the PrDPs have been reduced. At the time of completing this report, all
medical examinations have been suspended, due to the stress that the Covid-pandemic has placed on the
City’s medical resources. As such, the application for renewed PrDPs is being delayed, which is having a
negative impact on the logistical operations of the Nature Reserve.
10.3.2 A routine Workplace Fitness Assessment was completed by Nature Reserve staff at the Maitland Head
Office on 07/11/2020. The fitness test consisted of walking 4,8 km with a 20 kg back-pack in under 45 minutes.
The fitness standard is required for all staff to be able to undertake arduous field work such as fire fighting, as
well as a qualification criterion for all prospective new staff placements in the Branch.
10.3.3 Initial incapacity consultations were initiated with two staff members due the number of sick leave days
taken in a twelve month period. The consultations were intended to identify whether there are any long-term or
permanent medical conditions affecting the members’ capacity to perform their work, as well as to manage
the amount of sick leave taken. In both instances the consultations concluded that sporadic ill-health was the
cause of the absences, and that no long-term or permanent incapacity was concerned.
10.3.4 Area Manager, Koos Retief, was standing in for the Regional Manager, Bongani Mnisi, during his leave
from 28-29/10/2020.
10.3.5 Area Manager, Koos Retief, served on the Cape Peninsula University of Technology’s evaluation panel
for the 2020 Nature Conservation work-integrated learning students. The panel consists of members of the CPUT
as well as people in the industry from the City of Cape Town, SANParks, and CapeNature. The evaluations took
place from 24-26/11/2020. The panel evaluates students placed within the City of Cape Town, as well as students
placed in various other organisations, including South African National Parks, CapeNature, various other
provincial conservation authorities, and even private nature reserves,
10.3.6 The Nature Reserve administration offices closed early (13:00) on 24/12/2020 and 31/12/2020 in terms
of the City’s Festive Season arrangements, but the Eerste Steen Resort remained open to the public as normal
on the 24/12/2020. On 31/12/2020 the resort was however alerady clsoed to the public.
10.3.7 The Nature Reserve remained open to the public during this quarter, but the picnic resort was closed
from 29/12/2020. Staff involved in performing essential services were issued with travel authorisation from the City
of Cape Town. A Hazards Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA) was completed for the workplace, and
suitable personal protection equipment (PPE) and cleaning material were issue to staff. All Human Resources
(HR) forms, including Time and Attendance records are now completed on electronic forms, and staff were
assisted to register digital signatures in order to sign forms electronically.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Plannings and patrols

Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti and
damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also recorded,
including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. Patrols were continued during the lock-down period.

11.2

Incidents

No incidents were reported by Nature Reserve staff in this period.
11.3

Nature Reserve integrity

Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor and staff safety within the City
of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems. Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional Integrity
Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape Town.
They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per week. They also provide additional surveillance for reserve
infrastructure. During this quarter the rangers focussed on preveint alcohol use in public spaces, indicent acts ni
public, fishing without permits, prevernting litter and dumping, as well as responding to fauna related queries.
Some of the specific services that the Integrity Teams
provide include visitor management, staff safety, and
surveillance of reserve infrastructure.
They can liaise with members of the public with regards to
reserve activities, directions and rules as well as local
information.
They can respond to any injury or medical emergency,
any wildfire, environmental disasters and wildlife-related
incidents.
They provide a nature conservation law enforcement
service which includes boundary patrols, clandestine
operations, and search of suspicious individuals and
vehicles. They can also supervise contractors in the field.

12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

12.1

Asset management and maintenance

12.1.1

Fauna
Indicent acts

Litter/Dum
ping

Other

Alcohol/Dr
ugs

Fishing

Figure 37. Pie chart of incidents in this quarter.

All Nature Reserve vehicles were maintained in good working order during this quarter.

12.1.2 The Nature Reserve’s picnic and visitor facilities were cleaned on a daily basis. A large amount of rubble
from broken down old braais was removed with the tipper truck.
12.1.3 The Nature Reserve’s beach access boardwalks, viewing platforms, bollard rails and management
tracks were repaired when necessary.
12.1.4 The Nature Reserve’s sign boards, access boom gates and fences were repaired when necessary. The
sign boards experienced much damage and weathering due to the wet winter and storm winds.
12.1.5 The Nature Reserve’s plumbing infrastructure was maintained by a contractor appointed with Repair &
Maintenance funding. All plumbing works are now in fucntional condition. Septic tanks were also extracted.
12.1.6 New braais were built by Nature Reserve staff at the Eerste Steen Resort. The old braais consisted of
square concrete planters, which are intended for containing trees. The old braais were also not suited to
repeated use for making fire, and as a result they started to crack and collapse. The new braais are purposebuilt for braaing and are expected to last much longer with repeated use. The Eerste Steen Resort is one of very
few municipal resorts in the City of Cape Town where braaing is allowed in a public space.
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12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT – continued

12.3

Vehicles

12.3.1 The CA87451 Ford TRITON (tipper truck) was
replaced with a new 6 ton tipper truck. The Ford TRITON
truck was scrapped as it has aged beyond
economical repair and spends more time in workshops
than being operational in the field.
The new 4x4 truck will be used to remove large
amounts of remaining rubble from various parts of the
Nature Reserve, as well as to bring in material for
repairs and maintenance of fences, roads and
buildings.

Figure 38. The new 4x4 tipper truck.

12.4
12.4.1






Services
The following services were procured for the 2020/21 Financial Year:
Lindol Hygiene Services, toilet hygiene,
G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities,
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams,
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections, and
LANDELWA TRADING CC, laundry services.
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 39. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 40. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 41. Nature Reserve management units.
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