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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was
conceptualised in the 1980s.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on
public-owned portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below) with
recommendations were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three
of the five identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010,
respectively. The Land Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve
Manager in the Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the
receipt of Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and
Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature Reserve
in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve were
proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and
outdated legislation.
Following a Public Participation Process (PPP),
Council resolved in June 2011 that the City’s
Environmental Management Department could
proceed with the process to proclaim the City’s 14
nature reserves, including Blaauwberg, in terms of the
National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in
the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section
23(1)(a)(i)
of
the
National
Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003),
declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017.
The City of Cape Town manages both its own, and
the provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity
of natural, historical and cultural resources of this area
for the sustainable enjoyment and development of
present and future generations through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the
development of economically viable conservation
and education-related facilities and activities, secure
the protection of the entire area and ensure its longterm sustainability based on sound ecological and
cultural values.”

Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: Various vegetation restoration interventions took place this quarter, including planting of
cultivated indigenous plants, sowing of fynbos seeds in research sites, as well as burning of brushpiles (see Figure
3 below) in areas of cleared alien invasive plants. See 4 FLORA for more information.

Figure 3. Burning of a brush-pile consisting of cleared invasive alien vegetation in the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration area.

2.2
CHALLENGE: The impact of the Covid-19 nation-wide lockdown, and the continued closure of the
nature reserve, had several negative impacts on the Nature Reserve throughout this quarter.
There was no income generated from the day visitor facilities at the Eerstesteen Resort and the Montispectus
overnight accommodation unit. No visits took place to the environmental education cabin and no programmes
were offered to learners.
Work output of staff was also reduced due to staff being instructed to remain at home. Team members were
however required at times to come in to work to perform essential services and critical field actitivites. Fence
patrols, game management, vehicle maintenance, and rainfall recording was undertaken every Monday and
Friday. Security service providers worked as usual throughout the lockdown. Vegetation restoration efforts and
brushpile burning operations required larger teams to work in the field, and other nature reserves assisted in this.
Nature Reserve staff received notices to return to work from 01/07/2020 according to work schedules provided
by Management. Healthy and safety measures are in place in terms of the Hazard Identification and Risk
Assessment. Work schedules will be laid out to minimize numbers of staff in the workplace at any time.
The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve’s public visitor facilities, including the Eerstesteen Resort and the
Montispectus accommodation unit, has been closed to the public since 18/03/2020. The President of the
Republic of South Africa declared a national disaster on 15/03/2020 due to the spread of the COVID-19 (novel
Coronavirus of 2019) into South Africa. Executive Mayor, Alderman Dan Plato, announced in a media release
on 17/03/2020 that public facilities, including nature reserves, would close in order to assist in stopping the
rapid spread of the pandemic through public spaces in the city. On 18/03/2020 the Nature Reserve staff
posted notices about the closure at Eerstesteen Resort, and it remained closed throughout this quarter.
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CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1
There has been no further feedback about the proposed proclamation of the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve as a Provincial Heritage Site in terms of section 27 of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999.
Notes on the process to date:
The public participation process for the proposed nomination of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve as a
Provincial Heritage Site has run its course. Heritage Western Cape undertook a 60-day stakeholder
commenting period from 11/09/2019. The inputs received during the public participation process were
reported to be generally supportive. Heritage Western Cape’s Inventories, Grading and Interpretation
Committee (IGIC) met on 7/02/2020 and recommended that the nomination and the draft Gazette Notice
of the proposed proclamation of the Provincial Heritage Site be submitted to their Council for approval.

HERITAGE BACKGROUND
The archaeological, historical and cultural heritage of the nature reserve is both rich and varied, adding immensely to its
value and its contribution to regional diversity on a landscape scale. Regarded as an area of historical and cultural
significance, more than 25 sites have been recorded and mapped within and adjacent to the Nature Reserve. The rich
cultural and historical tapestry of the area spans various periods of history, as described below.
Stone Age

Early maritime history

Battle of Blaauwberg (1806)

Late Stone Age deflated sites with
Stone Age tools, pottery and ostrich
egg shells were found east of
Blaauwberg Hill on Joyce’s Dairy Farm.

Shipwrecks on the bottom of the Atlantic
Ocean in Table Bay dating back to the
mid-17th century represent an important
period of the early maritime history of
South Africa and Europe. A number of
forts
and
trading
outposts
were
established during the Dutch East India
Company period.

The site of the Battle of Blaauwberg
(1806) is located on the old
Blaauwbergsvlei farm, to the east of
Kleinberg. On 26 January 1996 the
Blaauwberg battlefield site and
adjacent subsections of land were
designated as a conservation area
in terms of the National Monuments
Act.

Khoisan
Shell middens and archaeological
remains along the coastline as well as
to the east of Blaauwberg Hill are
testament to the indigenous Khoikhoi
communities who once inhabited this
landscape. Small caves located in the
vegetated kloofs of Blaauwberg Hill
apparently served as lookout points to
the Khoikhoi, to alert them to ships
coming into Table Bay.
World War II
The World War II buildings on top of
Blaauwberg Hill still stand and are of
historical significance.
In addition to an artillery post, diesel
station, accommodation and mess
building, South Africa’s first radar
station can be seen here.

The Riet Valley outpost was also used as a
camp for the Khoikhoi regiment during
the first British occupation of the Cape
(1795–1803). Blaauwberg Vlei is an historic
‘outspan’ and stopover on the old
wagon route between Cape Town and
the West Coast.

The battle marked the start of the
second British occupation of the
Cape and the final end of Dutch
rule. Casualties of war were buried
in the dunes in grave sites yet to be
located.

This archaeological and historical heritage is a sensitive, fragile and nonrenewable cultural resource. Large-scale development from Bloubergstrand to
Melkbosstrand has already resulted in the loss of many archaeological and
historical sites, including shell middens, forts and trading outposts.
The effective management and conservation of the cultural, historical,
archaeological and paleontological heritage are essential to conserve the
historical character and characteristics of the area for future generations.

3.2
The Protected Area Advisory Committee for Blaauwberg Nature Reserve was scheduled to meet on 17
April 2020, but due to the closure of the City of Cape Town’s Nature Reserves, the meeting was provisionally
postponed to 17 July 2020, subject to further notice.
The objective of the Advisory Committee is to facilitate
interaction, communication, engagement and the
development of partnerships with stakeholders and
surrounding communities to promote the objectives of the
nature reserves and natural areas.

PAACs are mandated to give advice and input on
strategies, management plans and reports, as well as
monitor progress of implementation, promote involvement
in decision-making and facilitate linkages and integration
of nature reserves with surrounding communities.

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 APRIL TO 31 JUNE 2020

4

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve | Blaauwberg-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Blaauwberg
4

FLORA

4.1

Invasive species management

4.1.1
Follow-up invasive species management did not progress at all during this quarter despite purchase
orders being issued for follow-up clearing contracts in Management Block BCA018 (part of the Cape Flats sand
fynbos restoration area in the Blaauwberg Hill Section).
The purchase orders, amounting to about R412,000 (excluding VAT), were issued to JS Invasive Control Services
on the City’s Invasive Species Management Tender on 18/03/2020 with funding from Working for Water. The
impact of the nation-wide lockdown on contractors, however, meant that not all their work could be completed
before the end of the Financial Year at the end of June 2020.
The contractor inidcated that he would not manage to do any work in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve before
the end of the financial year. The purchase orders were therefore deleted, and Reserve Management is
currenlty negotiating to issue new puchase orders for the work in BCA018.
4.1.2
Initial clearing of invasive alien vegetation did
not progress at all during this quarter despite a
purchase order to clear 24 hectares in new vegetation
restoration aeras in Management Block BCA019. Only
19 hectares was cleared by the end of the previous
quarter, but 5 hectares still needed to be cleared.
The work was undertaken by JS Invasive Control
Services, but but due to the impact of the nation-wide
lockdown, no further work was achieved during this
quarter (see Figure 4 and 5 below).
The clearing is funded from a R333,400 allocation by
the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust (HHCT) in
partnership with the Wilderness Foundation Africa.
Funding is also set aside for follow-up clearing in the
following two years. The work forms part of the Cape
Flats Sand Fynbos Restoration Research project.

Figure 4. Invasive alien vegetation clearing in the new restoration
research area.

Biodiversity Network Coordinator, Jacques van der
Merwe, handled the administration tasks for the project
on behalf of the City.
The HHCT’s primary project at the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve is “Biodiversity Conservation by means of
applying best-practice guidelines for active restoration
in critically endangered Cape lowland vegetation.”
This clearing work addresses Objective 1 which is to
clear invasive alien trees (Acacia saligna) from a
portion of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
Objective 2 is to collect, store, pre-treat and sow
sufficient indigenous seeds to support active
restoration and research in the lowland Sand Fynbos at
the Nature Reserve.

Figure 5. Layout of the new restoration research area.

4.1.3
The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) hack team, under the leadership of Mr Eddie
Heimann, normally conducts initial and follow-up clearing of invasive alien vegetation in various locations in the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve on every Tuesday, but this group’s field work was halted during the nation-wide
lockdown to stop the spread of COVID-19. No person days were invested during this quarter.
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Restoration and Rehabilitation

4.2.1
Fynbos seeds of over 100 plant species was
collected from Basariesfontein, Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve, Morning Star, Blaauwberg Farm, Garden
Cities, the N7 powerline servitude, Parklands Fynbos
Corridor, Rivergate, and Sandown in Sunningdale
during previous years up to January 2020.
About 50kg of fynbos seed mix was sowed in the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve’s Cape Flats sand fynbos
restoration research area on 20 and 22/05/2020.
Cleared areas were used to locate 47 seed sowing
plots in research blocks 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 120,
121, 122, 123, 125, 126, 127, 128, 141, 142, 143, 144, and
158. Each plot had a radius of 5m (10m diameter)
which equals 78,5m2 per plot. The plots were marked
with poles and their locations recorded with a GPS.
Leaf litter was raked out of the plots and the seeds
were raked into the soil (see Figures 6 to 8).

Figure 7. Introducing the fynbos seed to the raked area.

Figure 6. Raking the leaf litter out of a seed sowing site.

Figure 8. Using a rake to bury the seed under the sand.

One of the largest remaining remnants of Cape Flats sand fynbos
(about 500 hectares) occurs in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
Cape Flats sand fynbos is a critically endangered vegetation
type with only 11% of the historic distribution remaining, much of
which is in a degraded condition. This fynbos has a high number
of endemics (16 species) and a very high number of Red Listed
species (147 species).
This area was found under very dense alien vegetation invasion,
including Australian wattles such as Acacia saligna (Port Jackson
Willow), Acacia cyclops (Rooikrans), as well as Leptospermum
laevigataum (Australian Myrtle), Hakea, and various Eucalyptus
species.
The Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust committed almost R400,000 in
2019 to promote further management and restoration ecology
research in the Cape Flats Sand Fynbos Restoration Project at the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. R333,400 was committed for initial
invasive alien vegetation clearing and R53,000 for seed
collecting, cleaning, sorting, treatment and in-field sowing.

Figure 9. Locations of the seed sowing plots.
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FLORA – continued

4.2

Restoration and Rehabilitation – continued

4.2.2
Plants that were propagated from cuttings in
the Westlake Resotarion Facility were planted in
various vegetation types in the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve on 26/06/2020.
In the Cape Flats dune strandveld, 23 Muraltia spinosa
were planted at the Eerstesteen Resort.
In
the
Swartland
shale
renosterveld,
140
Leucadendron thymifolium were planted on the lower
eastern slopes of Blaauwberg Hill, and 12 Podalyria
sericea were planted in the recently burnt areas on the
upper easterns slopes of Blaauwberg Hill.
In the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration area, two
Lampranthus reptans, one Lessertia frutescens, five
Leucadendron salignum, 70 Pelargonium capitatum,
two
Phylica
cephalantha,
and
36
Protea
scolymocephala were planted (see Figure 10 right).

Figure 10. Pelargonium capitatum planted by Darren Niland.

One of the largest remaining remnants of Cape Flats sand fynbos (about 500 hectares) occurs in the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve.
Cape Flats sand fynbos is a critically endangered vegetation type with only 11% of the historic distribution remaining,
much of which is in a degraded condition. This fynbos has a high number of endemics (16 species) and a very high number
of Red Listed species (147 species).
This area was found under very dense alien vegetation invasion, including Australian wattles such as Acacia saligna (Port
Jackson Willow), Acacia cyclops (Rooikrans), as well as Leptospermum laevigataum (Australian Myrtle), Hakea, and
various Eucalyptus species.
The Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust committed almost R400,000 in 2019 to promote further management and restoration
ecology research in the Cape Flats Sand Fynbos Restoration Project at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. R333,400 was
committed for initial invasive alien vegetation clearing and R53,000 for seed collecting, cleaning, sorting, treatment and
in-field sowing.
Restoration ecology is the study and management of the recovery of ecosystems that have been degraded, damaged,
or destroyed. Invasion biology is the study and management of human-mediated introductions of organisms. Both these
applied disciplines emerged in the mid-20th century, with a focus on conservation and management. In ecosystems
which are vulnerable to, and severely degraded by invasions, such as Cape Flats sand fynbos, this synergy is particularly
important.
A large-scale ecological restoration project was initiated by Biodiversity Management on the lower Eastern slopes and
flats of Blaauwberg Hill. Over 400 hectares of dense alien vegetation is being cleared, and restored to the original Cape
Flats sand fynbos that occurred there before the alien invasion took place.
The removal of alien species commenced in September 2012 and an experimental area of 76 hectares was cleared by
March 2013. Four alien clearance treatments were trialled in one-hectare plots, including:



Fell and burn blocks in early autumn with high fuel loads versus low fuel loads, and
Fell and stack brush piles for burning with high fuel loads versus low fuel loads.

The block burn was done on 4 April 2013 and the brush pile stacks were burnt in July 2013.
This project includes a research component that resulted from collaborations between the Millennium Seed Bank Project
(MSB) of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew Garden, Stellenbosch University and City of Cape Town, initiated by the Fynbos
Forum. More recently the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust has also partnered to promote further research in this ecosystem.
Some of the studies undertaken do date include an investigation into optimal restoration treatments and testing
ecological theory relating to thresholds of degradation, and investigation into seed ecology of species during active
restoration, as well as studies on small mammal ecology, soil microbial ecology and alien follow-up clearance methods.
The results have been published and have been fed directly back to management and, in this case, optimal restoration
interventions.
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FLORA – continued

4.3

Management & Monitoring

4.3.1

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:
Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).





The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant species
have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
4.3.2
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term
monitoring of vegetation change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are open
to grazing and browsing by Eland and Red hartebeest. This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the
vegetation condition in relation to grazing pressure.
The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three years intervals.
This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is thus highly
recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and carrying capacity.
4.3.3
Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots
are established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term
monitoring of vegetation change over time. Six pairs of
plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are
open to grazing and browsing by Eland and Red
hartebeest. This monitoring is intended to objectively
determine the vegetation condition in relation to
grazing pressure.
The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six
months, twelve months, two years and three years
intervals.
This monitoring will provide invaluable information
about veld condition, in relation to utilization, and is
thus highly recommended as a basis for informed
decision making about pasture condition and carrying
capacity.

Figure 11. Lachenalia punctata.

4.3.4
The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been
recording plant records from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve since 2013. An annotated plant species list of over
200 species is maintained with records from their field visits. Due to the notion-wide lockdown, CREW waas not
able to undertake any field trips during this quarter.
The South Africa Red List of plants was updated in June 2020, and several endangered plant species that occur
at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve have been re-classified in the new register, including:
•
•
•
•

Lampranthus sociorum (AIZOACEAE) was re-classified from vulnerable (VU) to endangered (EN);
Asparagus lignosus (ASPARAGACEAE) was re-classified from least concern (LC) to near-threatened (NT)
Lachenalia longibracteata (HYACINTHACEAE) was re-classified from least concern (LC) to vulnerable
(VU); and
Satyrium carneum (ORCHIDACEAE) was re-classified from near-threatened (NT) to least concern (LC).

Threatened Species Programme
In one of the continent's largest collaborative conservation projects to date, South Africa has become the
first megadiverse country to fully assess the status of its entire flora. The Red List of South African Plants Online
provides up to date information on the national conservation status of South Africa's indigenous plants.
Source: http://redlist.sanbi.org/
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FAUNA

5.1

Management & Monitoring

5.1.1
The large game herds at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, including Taurotragus oryx (eland) (see Figure
12 below) and Alcelaphus buselaphus caama (red hartebeest), were monitored twice a week during the
nation-wide lockdown. Senior Field Ranger Gavin Olivier ensured that the fence integrity was maintained and
that drinking water points were constantly supplied.

Figure 12. Nineteen of the eland that reside at Blaauwberg Hill.

5.1.2
Some additional fauna observations during this quarter included an unidentified firefly at Eerstesteen
Resort, Felis silvestris lybica (African wildcat) roadkill found on the R27 north of the City boundary, an unidentified
centipede at Blaauwberg Hill, and Nudaurelia cytherea (Pine emperor moth) at Eerstesteen Resort.

Figure 13. Unidentified firefly at Eerstesteen Resort.

Figure 14. Felis silvestris lybica (African wildcat) roadkill.

Figure 15. Unidentified centipede at Blaauwberg Hill.

Figure 16. Nudaurelia cytherea (Pine emperor moth).
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SOIL

6.1

Management and Monitoring

6.1.1
Internal management roads have been affected by heavy rains in June 2020, causing gully erosion on
sections with steep inclines. The affected roads include the old Military Access Road to the Blaauwberg Hill.
Reserve staff conducted maintenance to the roads during the first quarter of 2020, but no further maintenance
could take place in the second quarter due to the nation-wide lockdown to stop the spread of Coronavirus.
Plans are in place to resume maintenance of the roads from August 2020.
7

WATER

7.1

Water quality

7.1.1
Routine water quality samples were collected from the Melkbos Pan on 28/05/2020. The resultes are
expected to be returned in the following quarter.
7.2

Rainfall

7.2.1
Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter amounted to 119mm at
Eerstesteen Resort, and 114mm at Blaauwberg Hill.
Figure 17 (below) indicates the accumulation of
rainfall in 2020 plotted over the average accumulation
curve. These amounts are starting to rise above the
average rainfall accumulation for both sites.

Figure 18 (below) indicates the monthly rainfall records
of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2020 plotted over
the average rainfall pattern. June received
significantly more than average rainfall.

Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service and record rainfall at each
gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Eerstesteen Resort and Blaauwberg Hill. The rainfall measurement will provide an
accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area. Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and
wildlife movements, and to help make informed decisions about wildlife population management.
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Figure 17. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2020 plotted over the
average accumulation curves.
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Figure 18. Monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2020 plotted over the average rainfall pattern.

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 APRIL TO 31 JUNE 2020

10

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve | Blaauwberg-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Blaauwberg
8

FIRE

8.1

Preparation and planning

8.1.1

All firebreaks and fire protection measures remained in good working order during this quarter.

8.1.2

No wildfires were reported from the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter.

The National Veld and Forest Fire Act, Act 101 of 1998, Chapter 2 clause 4(8) states that “The owner in respect of State
land must join any fire protection association registered in the area in which the land lies.” The City of Cape Town, being
a statutory body, is obliged to join the Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association (http://www.cpfpa.org.za) within the
boundaries of the CPFPA, which includes the entire Cape Metropolitan Area. The City of Cape Town Environmental
Management Department (EMD) Biodiversity Management Branch is a fully compliant member of the CPFPA.

8.2

Prescribed burning

8.2.1
Prescribed burning of brush-pile stacks of cleared invasive alien vegetation was undertaken on
02/06/2020 in the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration research blocks 104, 105, 106, 120, 121, and 122.
Nature Reserve staff and Regional Manager Bongani Mnisi conducted the burning in terms of permit conditions
supplied by the Air Quality Management Branch. The burning was undertaken as part of the research design for
testing various vegetation restoration techniques in the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration area. Only thin brush
was burnt, whereas the thicker stumps are to removed by hand to prefent excessive heat damage in the soil.

Figure 19. Bongani Mnisi lighting the first brush-pile.

Figure 20. A brush-pile being consumed by the fire.

Figure 21. Several brush-piles burnt. The thicker stumps in the foreground will be removed by hand.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder engagement

9.1.1

Internal meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff only attended on-line Skype meetings during this quarter due to the
requirement for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic and the nation-wide lockdown. Internal
meetings included the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
9.1.2

Weekly North Region Management online Skype meetings
16/04/2020: Illegal occupants at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve online Skype meeting
04/05/2020: North Region Health and Safety online Skype meeting
15/05/2020: Hazards Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA) online Skype meeting
21/05/2020: Biodiversity Management Branch online Skype meeting
26/05/2020: Project Management Review online Skype meeting
08/06/2020: North Region Health and Safety Committee online Skype meeting
External meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff did not attend any external meetings during this quarter due to the requirement
for social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic nation-wide lockdown.
9.2

Benefits to people

9.2.1

Overnight accommodation

No overnight accommodation bookings were taken during this quarter due to the nation-wide lockdown.
9.2.2

Environmental education and outreach

No environmental education bookings were taken during this quarter due to the nation-wide lockdown.
9.2.3

The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

On the occasion of their Annual General Meetingg, the chairman of the Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation
Area reviewed the past year’s activities, and highlighted the followed achievements:
The Battle Up Blaauwberg Trail Run from Table Bay Mall was again co-hosted by the West Coast Athletics Club
(WCAC), the Friends of BCA, the Nature Reserve staff, and Table Bay Mall. Although the number of participants
was lower (218 compared to 400 in the previous year, mainly due to publlic routes being affected by various
strikes at the time), it was still deemed a success. Interest in guided walks, including the regular Two Hills walk
and the Battle of Blaauwberg walks, have grown substantially. Since October 2019, the walks have been
overbooked, and ‘overflow’ walks had to be held to accommodate all the interest. A photography walk was
held for the first time in November 2019, as well as a surfing competition in October 2019. The Custodians of Rare
and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) team has undertaken many excursions and submitted hundreds of records
of endangered plants. The Alien Vegetation hacking team has been as committed as always, and they are still
an invaluable resource for the Reserve manager. The Friends’ membership has grown to 366 members (versus
358 at previous year-end), with a larger portion being Family Memberships (220 vs 116 at previous year-end).
The Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (www.bca.org.za) is a voluntary group of concerned citizens whose
mission it is to contribute to the protection and beneficial use of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. They are affiliated with
the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa, Western Cape.
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9

PEOPLE, TOURISM AND EDUCATION – continued

9.3

Visitors and income

9.3.1

Income

No income was generated during this quarter due to the nation-wide lockdown and the closure of the Nature
Reserve’s visitor facilities.
9.3.2

Nature Reserve Tariffs

9.3.2.1 Nature Reserve Tariffs have been updated by the Council of the City of Cape Town at the end of June
2020. Some tariffs remained unchanged, but daily entrance tariffs (conservation fees) have been raised. The
daily conservation fees will now be R17 per adult person, and R10 for children, students, and seniors.
The new tariffs will be valid from 1 July 2020 until 30 June 2021. The tariffs are posted at the main entrance at
Eerstesteen Resort or can be seen at this link on the Friends of BCA web page:
https://www.bca.org.za/docman/general/108-tariffs/file.html.
10

STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment

10.1.1 A team of five Kader Asmal Integrated
Catchment Management Expanded Public Works
Programme (EPWP) workers was employed at the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve from August 2019 until the
end of the 2019/20 financial year. The team focussed
on doing maintenance and cleaning work in the field.
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic nation-wide
lockdown, the team did not return to work during this
quarter.
10.1.2 Intern, Luke Foster, completed his internship
while, during the last months of his contract, he was
forced to remain at home due to the COVID-19 nationwide lockdown.
Luke was appointed as graduate intern at the Nature
Reserve from 1 June 2019 to 31 May 2020. Luke’s post
was funded by the Culture, Art, Tourism, Hospitality,
and Sport Sector Education and Training Authority
(CATHSSETA).
Luke’s contract was administered by the Cape Town
Environmental Education Trust (CTEET) and he was
placed at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve under the
supervision of the Area Manager.
10.2

Figure 22. Intern, Luke Foster, who has completed his internship.

Training

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Staff attended three person days of training during this quarter, including:
•

9 and 14-15/04/2020:

Project Management Body of Knowledge (PMBOK) online Skype training session
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10.3

COVID-19 measures

The Nature Reserve remained closed to the public during this quarter. All planned meetings, activities and events
in the Nature Reserves, including any accommodation reservations at Montispectus, were cancelled or
postponed. All environmental education bookings were cancelled, and the Friends of BCA hacking group’s
weekly field work was also halted. Most contractors were not allowed to continue working until Alert Level 3.
Staff involved in performing essential services were issued with travel authorisation from the City of Cape Town.
According to the regulations published in terms of the National Disaster Management Act various essential
services were identified, some of which were required in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, including but not
limited to, security, fire management, wildlife management, animal care, and veterinary services.
Biodiversity Area Manager (Koos Retief) and Senior Field Ranger (Gavin Olivier, who lives in Council
accommodation at Vanschoorsdrif), were issued with travel authorisations. Later all other Nature Reserve staff
were also issued with travel authorisations. The EPWP workers however were not given travel authorisations, and
were instructed to stay at home during the lockdown period. Their contract ended at the end of June.
A Hazards Identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA) was completed for the workplace, and suitable personal
protection equipment (PPE) and cleaning material were issue to staff. All Human Resources (HR) forms, including
Time and Attendance records were changed to electronic forms, and staff were assisted to register digital
signature in order to sign forms electronically.
Security service providers at Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, including G-force Security and Quemic Africa, were
registered as essential service providers. G-force Security provided a 24-hour point guard service at the
Eerstesteen Resort entrance. Quemic Africa provided a 24-hour 4x4 mobile integrity team as well as a foot-patrol
ranger service. No cash collections were done at the Eerstesteen Cash office, and the cash collection service
was temporarily stopped due to no cash being collected from the Eerstesteen Resort. At the time of writing this
report, the Nature Reserve facilities remained closed to the public.
11

LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Plannings and patrols

Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti and
damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also recorded,
including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. Patrols were continued during the lock-down period.
11.2

Nature Reserve integrity

Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor and staff safety within the City
of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems.
Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional Integrity Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub
Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape Town. They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per
week. They also provide additional surveillance for reserve infrastructure.
Some of the specific services that the Integrity Teams
provide include visitor management, staff safety, and
surveillance of reserve infrastructure. They can liaise with
members of the public with regards to reserve activities,
directions and rules as well as local information.
They can respond to any injury or medical emergency,
any wildfire, environmental disasters and wildlife-related
incidents.
They provide a nature conservation law enforcement
service which includes boundary patrols, clandestine
operations, and search of suspicious individuals and
vehicles. They can also supervise contractors in the field.
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Figure 23. Pie chart of incidents in this quarter.
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12

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

12.1

Asset management and maintenance

12.1.1 All Nature Reserve assets were verified by
inspection on 9-10/06/2020.
12.1.2 All Nature Reserve vehicles were maintained
in good working order during this quarter. Senior Field
Ranger Gavin Olivier started all vehicles twice a week
to ensure that battery power was maintained. The onboard computer, e-fuel chip, and tracking device on
each vehicle draw power from the batteries, and
vehicles were therefore driven some time every week
to ensure that batteries remain charged.
12.1.3 The Nature Reserve tipper truck was used on
several occations to support operations at other
Nature Reserves in the City.
12.1.4 The Nature Reserve’s fire extinguishers were
all serviced on 06/05/2020.
Figure 24. Various fire extinguishers serviced.

12.2

New assets

12.2.1 The old Generator Room at the Blaauwberg Hill was upgraded to serve as the Battle of Blaauwberg
Interpretive Centre during this quarter.
A security alarm was installed at the Interpretive Centre during the previous quarter. An audio-visual system was
delivered during this quarter and will be installed in the following quarter. The work and purchases were funded
by a Ward Allocation from Cllr Nora Grose (Ward 23 Councillor) on the current CAPEX budget.
12.2.2 Three high mast solar lights were ordered from a Ward Allocation budget of Cllr Nora Grose (Ward 23
Councillor). The solar mast lights will be motion-activated and will be placed at Holbraai parking area to support
safety and security, law enforcement and compliance management. The installation of the lights are expected
to take place in the next quarter.
12.3

Vehicles

12.3.1 The CA87451 Ford TRITON (tipper truck) still has to be replaced with a new 6 ton tipper truck. Delivery of
the new vehicle is still being awaited. The Ford TRITON truck was recommended to be scrapped since it has
aged beyond economical repair and spends more time in workshops than being operational in the field.
12.4
12.4.1






Services
The following services were procured for the 2019/20 Financial Year:
Lindol Hygiene Services, toilet hygiene,
G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities,
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams,
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections, and
Manandi Laundrette, laundry services.

Service provider arrangements will be renewed in the new financial year starting next quarter.
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 25. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 26. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 27. Management units.
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