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Figure 1. Map of Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.

The City of Cape Town’s Nature Reserves webpage can be accessed by clicking this link.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, formerly referred to as the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), was
conceptualised in the 1980s.
In 1996, conservation area status in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969) was conferred on
public-owned portions of land, as well as a section of private land comprising the site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg. A proposed boundary for the Nature Reserve was also gazetted.
In 2000, the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Development and Management Plan (see Figure 2 below) with
recommendations were approved by the then Cape Metropolitan Council and Blaauwberg Municipality.
One of the key programmes in the plan was the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three
of the five identified private landholdings having been incorporated into the BCA in 2002, 2005 and 2010,
respectively. The Land Consolidation is now continuing under the Protected Area Expansion Programme.
It was only in late 2003 when on-site Reserve Management was established. The placement of a Reserve
Manager in the Nature Reserve by the City of Cape Town coincided with, and was made possible by, the
receipt of Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) funding via the Cape Action for the People and
Environment (C.A.P.E) programme.
In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area Local Nature
Reserve in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 October 2006. The provincially-owned portions of the Nature Reserve
were proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007.
Many of the City’s nature reserves were not properly
proclaimed or were proclaimed under old and
outdated legislation. Following a Public Participation
Process (PPP), Council resolved in June 2011 that the
City’s Environmental Management Department
could proceed with the process to proclaim the
City’s 14 nature reserves, including Blaauwberg, in
terms of the National Environmental Management:
Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 of 2003).
The Provincial Minister of Local Government,
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning in
the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section
23(1)(a)(i)
of
the
National
Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003),
declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the
Provincial Gazette 7837 on Friday, 20 October 2017.
The City of Cape Town manages both its own, and
the provincially-owned land, as a single entity called
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
The Vision for the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to
“conserve, protect and enhance the unique
diversity of natural, historical and cultural resources
of this area for the sustainable enjoyment and
development of present and future generations
through education.”
The Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve is to,
“through judicious land acquisition and the
development of economically viable conservation
and education-related facilities and activities,
secure the protection of the entire area and ensure
its long-term sustainability based on sound
ecological and cultural values.”

Figure 2. Blaauwberg Conservation Area Concept Plan, 2000.
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HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES

2.1
HIGHLIGHT: Two Ranger Integrity Teams were deployed at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve from 1
April 2019 to 30 June 2019 by Quemic Africa. Their objective is to protect staff as well as the infrastructure at
the Montispectus overnight accommodation against burglary and theft, including other visitor facilities.
2.2
CHALLENGE: Illegal occupants residing in condemned structures at the old Blaauwberg’s Valley farm
portion of the Nature Reserve (see Figure 3 below) are continuing to exploit the natural resources of the
Nature Reserve by harvesting wood and grazing domestic animals in the Hill Section. The occupants also
move around in the Nature Reserve and leave management access gates open overnight.
BACKGROUND
The City of Cape Town concluded a sale agreement with
Garden Cities in 2010 to acquire two portions of land to
incorporate into the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. This sale
was registered in the Deeds Office in January 2011.
During negotiations it was recorded that a family was
present and living on the old farm, and that the seller
would not guarantee vacant occupation of the land.
Legal advice was sought on the matter and the opinion
was expressed that, given the environmental value of the
land, the City had no option but to acquire the land
subject to the rights of the residents, notwithstanding that
a process could be followed to secure their relocation.
The City has been engaging with the residents since
December 2013 about their illegal occupation of this part
of the Nature Reserve.

The occupants have consistently refused the City’s offers
for alternative accommodation and have ignored several
legal notices requesting them to vacate the premises.
The occupants’ refusal to vacate the property poses a
threat to the Nature Reserve’s biodiversity, including
endangered plants and animal species, as well as a rich
heritage of natural, cultural and historic elements.
The establishment of the Nature Reserve, including the
construction of fencing, the introduction of large
antelope, the restoration of the Critically Endangered
Cape Flats sand fynbos, and research on the Battle of
Blaauwberg, has been moving forward despite the illegal
occupation of this area.
The intension is to establishing the Battle of Blaauwberg site
as an education and tourism hub. It has therefore become
imperative to succeed in relocating the family.

The City of Cape Town launched an urgent application in the Western Cape High Court that was heard on 22 June 2017.
The Acting Judge reserved Judgement in this matter for 3 months. The appointed advocate / attorney for the City of
Cape Town in this matter attended the High Court on 22 September 2017 to note the Judgement of Masuku, A.J.
Judgement was given in favour of the occupants, rescinding any previous eviction and demolition orders granted by
the Western Cape High Court.
The City of Cape Town’s Legal Advisors and appointed Attorneys in this matter served a notice on the occupants
reiterating (i) the proclamation of the nature reserve, (ii) the occupants’ unlawful occupation of the property, (iii) offer
of alternative accommodation and (iv) listed restricted activities as per the Regulations for the Proper Administration of
Nature Reserves R99. Authority has been granted for the appointment of a senior advocate and junior counsel to assist
the City of Cape Town to go back to court. The legal deliberation is currently still on-going.

Figure 3. Blaauwberg’s Valley homestead inside the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve: Hill Section.
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CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1
The report for the proposed nomination of the City of Cape Town’s Blaauwberg Nature Reserve as a
Provincial Heritage Site in terms of section 27 of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999) was
signed by the Acting Executive Director: Spatial Planning and Environment.
BACKGROUND
The archaeological, historical and cultural heritage of the nature reserve is both rich and varied, adding
immensely to its value and its contribution to regional diversity on a landscape scale. Regarded as an area
of historical and cultural significance, more than 25 sites have been recorded and mapped within and
adjacent to the Nature Reserve. The rich cultural and historical tapestry of the area spans various periods of
history, as described below.
Stone Age

Early maritime history

Battle of Blaauwberg (1806)

Late Stone Age deflated sites with
Stone Age tools, pottery and
ostrich egg shells were found east
of Blaauwberg Hill on Joyce’s Dairy
Farm.

Shipwrecks on the bottom of the
Atlantic Ocean in Table Bay dating
back to the mid-17th century
represent an important period of
the early maritime history of South
Africa and Europe. A number of
forts and trading outposts were
established during the Dutch East
India Company period.

The site of the Battle of
Blaauwberg (1806) is located
on the farm Blaauwbergsvlei, to
the east of Kleinberg. Gazetted
on 26 January 1996, the
National Monuments Act (Act
28 of 1969) designated the
Blaauwberg battlefield site and
adjacent subsections of land as
a conservation area.

Khoisan
Shell middens and archaeological
remains along the coastline as well
as to the east of Blaauwberg Hill
are testament to the indigenous
Khoikhoi communities who once
inhabited this landscape. Small
caves located in the vegetated
kloofs
of
Blaauwberg
Hill
apparently served as lookout
points to the Khoikhoi, to alert them
to ships coming into Table Bay.
World War II
The World War II buildings on top of
Blaauwberg Hill still stand and are
of historical significance.
In addition to an artillery post,
diesel station, accommodation
and mess building, South Africa’s
first radar station can be seen here.

The Riet Valley outpost was also
used as a camp for the Khoikhoi
regiment during the first British
occupation of the Cape (1795–
1803). Blaauwberg Vlei is an historic
‘outspan’ and stopover on the old
wagon route between Cape Town
and the West Coast.

The battle marked the start of
the second British occupation
of the Cape and the final end
of Dutch rule. Casualties of war
were buried in the dunes in
grave sites yet to be located.

This archaeological and historical heritage is a sensitive, fragile and
non-renewable cultural resource. Large-scale development from
Bloubergstrand to Melkbosstrand has already resulted in the loss of
many archaeological and historical sites, including shell middens,
forts and trading outposts.
The effective management and conservation of the cultural, historical,
archaeological and paleontological heritage are essential to
conserve the historical character and characteristics of the area for
future generations.

3.2
The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Blaauwberg Nature Reserve had a meeting on
17 May 2019. The meeting was attended by 14 representatives from six organisations.
The objective of the Advisory Committee is to
facilitate interaction, communication, engagement
and the development of partnerships with
stakeholders and surrounding communities to
promote the objectives of the nature reserves and
natural areas.

PAACs are mandated to give advice and input on
strategies, management plans and reports, as well
as monitor progress of implementation, promote
involvement in decision-making and facilitate
linkages and integration of nature reserves with
surrounding communities.
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FLORA

4.1

Invasive Flora Management

Invasive alien vegetation monitoring, control and eradication were conducted by the following
organisations (refer to Appendix A for management units):
4.1.1 The Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) hack team conducted initial and follow-up
clearing of invasive alien vegetation in management units BCA012, BCA013, BCA022 BCA014 (powerline
servitude), and BCA015, on the following dates.




9, 16, 23, and 30 April 2019, totalling 62 person hours;
7, 14, 21, and 28 May 2019, totalling 70 person hours; and
11, 18, and 25 June 2019, totalling 39 person hours.

4.1.2 JS Invasive Control Services conducted initial and follow-up clearing of invasive alien vegetation in
management blocks BCA014 (89.09 ha) and BCA018 (3 ha).
4.1.3 Malva arborea (Lavatera plants), and several other emergent invasive weed species, were handpulled from the verges of Otto du Plessis Drive in the Nature Reserve.
4.2

Indigenous Flora Management

4.2.1

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve conserves three highly threatened lowland vegetation types:





Cape Flats dune strandveld (Endangered),
Swartland shale renosterveld (Critically Endangered), and
Cape Flats sand fynbos (Critically Endangered).

The combination of these vegetation types are seldom found in a single protected area. Over 620 plant
species have been identified, of which more than 40 are considered to be threatened with extinction.
4.3

Flora Monitoring

4.3.1 Twelve pairs of vegetation monitoring plots were established in the Nature Reserve for the long-term
monitoring of vegetation change over time. Six pairs of plots are exclusion plots and the other six pairs are
open to grazing and browsing by Eland and Red hartebeest (see Figures 4-5 below).
This monitoring is intended to objectively determine the vegetation condition in relation to grazing pressure.
The vegetation monitoring plots are monitored at six months, twelve months, two years and three years
intervals. This monitoring will provide invaluable information about veld condition, in relation to utilization,
and is thus highly recommended as a basis for informed decision making about pasture condition and
carrying capacity.

Figure 4. An open vegetation monitoring plot.

Figure 5. An exclusion plot being monitored.
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4.3

Flora Monitoring (continued…)

4.3.2

Preliminary conclusions drawn from three years of monitoring are tabulated below:

Preliminary Conclusions
Compare open and
closed plots % cover

Change in species over
time

Conclusion

Change in bare ground

Change in dead material

Swartland shale renosterveld

Cape Flats sand fynbos

Cape Flats dune strandveld

The average vegetation cover in renosterveld, fynbos and strandveld plots decreased over the survey
period. This could be due to the three year drought causing reduced cover and increased die- off. In 2016
the average cover of the plots was 109 % in open plots and 105 % in closed pots, compared with 98 % and
99 % respectively in 2018.
In the renosterveld plots the average
species numbers increased from an
average 28.7 (2016) to 34.3 (2018).
Closed plots had a higher number of
new species.

In the fynbos plots the average
species number increased from
14 (2016) to 24.7 (2018). The
open plots had a greater
number of new species.

In the strandveld plots the
average species number
increased from 10 (2016) to 16
(2018). The closed plots had a
higher number of new species
recorded.

It is assumed that this is due to a higher than average rainfall in 2018 compared to the previous years. In
two vegetation types there were more species recorded in closed plots.
Bare ground in renosterveld reduced
over the period. The open plots
typically had more bare ground.

Bare ground stayed
approximately the same in the
fynbos plots. The open plots
generally had more bare
ground.

Bare ground significantly
reduced in the strandveld
plots. The open plots had more
bare ground.

In all three vegetation types the dead material average increased, possibly due to the drought. Dead
material was higher in the open plots as opposed to the closed plots. It can be concluded that the
browse affect influenced this.

Square meter comparison

It appears that there is an increase in
the number of plants per square
meter in the open plots in.

It appears that there is a divide
between open and closed
plots as half had more and half
had less.

Open plots had more plants
recorded in strandveld.

Record species missing

Carpobrotus acinaciformis 4 of 20
die-off (20 %) in strandveld and
renosterveld in closed plots, possibly
due to the drought? 61 species in
open plots - less than closed.
Presumed to be due to browsing and
grazing pressure and drought?

Eragrostis grass 5 of 20 die -off
(25 %) in fynbos. 63 species in
closed plots - assumed due to
the drought.

Raphanis raphanistrum 4 of 20
die-off (20 %) in strandveld,
fynbos and renosterveld.
Grasses: 10 species - possibly
due to identification and
unknown names.

4.4

Flora Restoration and Rehabilitation

4.4.1 Over 2,000 fynbos plant species were
planted in the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration
site in the Blaauwberg Hill Section on 27 and 28 June.
The fynbos species were planted in management
unit BCA015 and included Cliffortia species 1 (331),
Cliffortia species 2 (32), Metalasia densa (100),
Passerina corymbosa (90), Protea repens and
Leucadendron
salignum
mixed
(46),
Restio
praeacutus (545), Ruschia species (570), and
Senecio hastatus (348) (see Figure 6 right).
Seeds of Thamnochortus punctatus are also being
collected for further propagation at the Restoration
Facility in the Westlake Conservation Centre.
Figure 6. Staff members carrying plants into the field.
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4.4

Flora Restoration and Rehabilitation (continued…)

One of the largest remaining remnants of Cape Flats
sand fynbos (about 500 hectares) occurs in the
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (see Figure 7 right).
Cape Flats sand fynbos is a critically endangered
vegetation type with only 11% of the historic
distribution remaining, much of which is in a
degraded condition. This fynbos has a high number
of endemics (16 species) and a very high number of
Red Listed species (147 species).
This area was found under very dense alien
vegetation invasion, including Australian wattles
such as Acacia saligna (Port Jackson Willow),
Acacia
cyclops
(Rooikrans),
as
well
as
Leptospermum laevigataum (Australian Myrtle),
Hakea, and various Eucalyptus species.

Figure 7. Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration project (Photograph:
Bruce Sutherland).

Restoration ecology is the study and management of the recovery of ecosystems that have been
degraded, damaged, or destroyed. Invasion biology is the study and management of human-mediated
introductions of organisms. Both these applied disciplines emerged in the mid-20th century, with a focus on
conservation and management. In ecosystems which are vulnerable to, and severely degraded by
invasions, such as Cape Flats sand fynbos, this synergy is particularly important.
A large-scale ecological restoration project was initiation by Biodiversity Management on the lower Eastern
slopes and flats of Blaauwberg Hill. Over 400 hectares of dense alien vegetation is being cleared, and
restored to the original Cape Flats sand fynbos that occurred there before the alien invasion took place.
The removal of alien species commenced in September 2012 and an experimental area of 76 hectares was
cleared by March 2013. Four alien clearance treatments were trialled in one-hectare plots, including:



Fell and burn blocks in early autumn with high fuel loads versus low fuel loads, and
Fell and stack brush piles for burning with high fuel loads versus low fuel loads.

The block burn was done on 4 April 2013 and the brush pile stacks were burnt in July 2013.
This project includes a research component that resulted from collaborations between the Millennium Seed
Bank Project (MSB) of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew Garden, Stellenbosch University and City of Cape
Town, initiated by the Fynbos Forum (see Figure 8 below).
The MSB provided bursaries and operational funds for two full-time post-graduate research students. The
Centre for Invasion Biology also provides funding and co-supervises the post graduate students, while the
MSB assists with seed collection and storage. One of the studies investigates optimal restoration treatments
and tests ecological theory relating to thresholds of degradation. The other study investigates the seed
ecology of species during active restoration. Additional studies have been done on small mammal ecology,
soil microbial ecology and alien follow-up clearance methods. The results have been published and have
been fed directly back to management and, in this case, optimal restoration interventions.

Figure 8. Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) – National Diploma: Nature Conservation 2nd year Plant Studies students field
trip to the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration site (Photograph: Petra Broddle).
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FAUNA

5.1

Fauna – Indigenous Fauna Management

5.1.1 A female caracal (8 kg) was released in the Hill Section after it was captured by veterinarian Dr
Dorothy Breed in Table View. Dr Dorothy Breed was assisted by the SPCA.
It is suspected that the caracal may have survived being hit by a vehicle as it had deep scuff marks on its
paws. The animal wandered into a residential area but after being immobilised, it was safely released in
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.
5.1.2 Nine Raphicerus melanotis (Cape grysbok) were relocated from the Table Bay Nature Reserve:
Milnerton Racecourse Section to the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve on 14 May 2019.
The Milnerton Racecourse is overpopulated with grysbok and the reduction of their numbers was required to
prevent them exceeding the carrying capacity and to combat inbreeding. Milnerton Racecourse is a small
isolated site without natural predator-prey relationships.
The capture and relocation operation was conducted under permits from CapeNature (Permit / Licence
numbers CN43-31-8759 and CN57-31-8783) (see Figures 9-10 below).

Figure 9. Cape Grysbok being released in the Nature Reserve.

Figure 10. Cape Grysbok being released in the Nature Reserve.
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5.2

Fauna – Monitoring

5.2.1

Observations of mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians recorded during this quarter included:







Uroplectes variegates (Lesser Thick-tailed Scorpion),
Argiope australis (Garden Orb spider),
Imbrasia cytherea (Pine Emperor),
Crab spider, and
Flower mantis (see Figures 11-14 below).

Figure 11. Argiope
(Garden Orb spider).

5.2.2







australis

Figure 12. Imbrasia cytherea
(Pine Emperor).

Figure 13. Crab spider.

Figure 14. Flower mantis.

Observations of fauna mortalities recorded during this quarter included:
Larus dominicanus (Kelp Gull) [broken (tibiotarsus), was euthanized],
Two Otocyon megalotis (Bat-eared foxes) [roadkill on the M19] (see Figures 15-16 below),
Myotomys unisulcatus (Karoo Bush Rat) on Otto du Plessis Drive,
Pseudaspis cana (mole snake) on Otto du Plessis Drive,
Two Galerella pulverulenta (Cape grey mongoose), and a
Masturus lanceolatus (Sharptail mola sunfish) stranded at Eerstesteen.

Figure 15. Otocyon megalotis (Bat-eared fox) roadkill on the M19
(Photograph: Gavin Olivier).

Figure 16. Otocyon megalotis (Bat-eared fox) roadkill on the M19
(Photograph: Gavin Olivier).
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SOIL

6.1
Internal management roads have been affected by the recent heavy rains, causing gully erosion on
sections with steep inclines, including at the old Military Access Road to the Blaauwberg Hill. Reserve
Management will plan to conduct maintenance and upgrades to the roads where necessary.
6.2
Big
Bay
and
Bloubergstrand
have
experienced extensive erosion (the transport of
sediment out of an area), over the last decade.
The City of Cape Town implemented a managed
retreat of the dunes and walkways at Big Bay.
However, ongoing erosion has led to further loss of
beach amenities and is placing infrastructure at risk.
It is still unclear whether this erosion is cyclical and
may reverse in future, or whether the Big Bay system
has switched over to a long-term erosional state.
The City appointed PRDW Consulting Port and
Coastal Engineers to undertake a coastal processes
study to address this question and inform decision
making (see Figure 17 right and Figure 18 below).

Figure 17. Effects of an intense cold front at the Western Cape
during June 2017.

A report of the study results intended for wider public dissemination was funded by the Big Bay Master
Property Owners Association (BBMPOA) (PRDW Consulting Port & Coastal Engineers, Specialist Study Report,
2019) (see this link: http://www.capetown.gov.za/Work%20and%20business/City-publications/publicationsand-reports/environment

Figure 18. Effects of an intense cold front at the Western Cape during June 2017.
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WATER

7.1

Rainfall

Rainfall recorded in the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve during this quarter amounted to:



137.8 mm at Eerstesteen, and
120.5 mm at Blaauwberg Hill.

Figure 19 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and Blaauwberg Hill in 2019. Figure 20
below indicates the accumulation curves for the rainfall in the current year.
Site selection of rainfall gauges depends on the ability of the Management Authority to sustainably service
and record rainfall at each gauge. At this time, rainfall gauges are positioned at Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve (Eerstesteen Resort), Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (Blaauwberg Hill), Atlantic Beach Conservation
Area and Melkbosstrand.
The rainfall measurement will provide an accurate picture of the rainfall over the full extent of the area.
Rainfall records are needed to help interpret changes in vegetation and wildlife movements, and to help
make informed decisions about wildlife population management.
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Figure 19. Monthly rainfall records of Eerstesteen and the
Blaauwberg Hill in 2019.

8

FIRE

8.1

Fire – Preparation and Planning

Eerstesteen

Blaauwberg Hill

Figure 20. Rainfall accumulation curves in 2019.

The National Veld and Forest Fire Act, Act 101 of 1998, Chapter 2 clause 4(8) states that “The owner in
respect of State land must join any fire protection association registered in the area in which the land lies.”
The City of Cape Town being a statutory body is obliged to join the Cape Peninsula Fire Protection
Association (http://www.cpfpa.org.za) within the boundaries of the CPFPA, which includes the entire Cape
Metropolitan Area. The City of Cape Town Environmental Management Department (EMD) Biodiversity
Management Branch is a fully compliant member of the CPFPA.
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PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION

9.1

Stakeholder Engagement

9.1.2

Internal Meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended the following internal meetings during this quarter:






9.1.3

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff meeting (As required)
Biodiversity Management Branch Meeting (Quarterly)
Regional Health and Safety Meeting (Bi-Monthly)
North Region Management Meeting (Monthly)
Green Infrastructure Plan Mapping
Ecological Corridor for the Sandown 8th Development Framework
External Meetings

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff attended the following external meetings during this quarter:










Melkbosstrand Community Police Forum Meeting (As required)
Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area Committee Meeting (As required)
Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association North Ward Meeting (As required)
Atlantic Beach Home Owner Association Environmental Liaison Committee Meeting (As required)
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Protected Area Advisory Committee (Quarterly)
Meeting with the City of Cape Town Safety & Security Services: Facilities Management, Friends of
Blaauwberg Conservation Area (FoBCA) and Security Service Providers to discuss Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve Safety and Security Patrols.
Vacancy TDA95/18 – Visitor Control Officer Practical Assessment
Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) - National Diploma: Nature Conservation 2nd year
Plant Studies students field trip to the Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration site.
Joint anti-poaching meeting – Melkbosstrand SAPS

9.2

Benefit to People

9.2.1

Overnight accommodation

The Montispectus Overnight Accommodation and the WWII Generator Room at the Hill Section, were
burgled on 28 August 2018 with significant damage and loss of infrastructure (including gates, doors,
windows, burglar bars), services (including water mains, liquid petroleum gas supply, photovoltaic power
supply, and alarm system).
The burglary was reported to Table View SAPS (CAS 603/8/2018). The total cost of repairs and replacement
of stolen and damaged goods amounted to approximately R142,153. The overnight accommodation was
closed to the public (since it was unsuitable for use) until the end of June.
Four accommodation contracts with customers, to the total value of R9,136, had to be cancelled and the
customers refunded using the SAP booking system. The accommodation was set to re-open on 1 July 2019.
9.2.2

Eerstesteen Education Cabin Usage

The use of the Eerstesteen Education Cabin, excluding formal environmental education programmes,
generated 46 person days of benefit to people over two event days.
DATE

GROUP

ACTIVITY

PERSON DAYS

17/05/2019

Protected Area Advisory Committee

Quarterly meeting

10

01/06/2019

Friends of BCA

Annual general meeting

36
TOTAL

46
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9.2

Benefit to People (continued)

9.2.3

Environmental Education and Outreach

Environmental Education and Outreach generated 351 person days of benefit over seven event days (see
Figures 21-25 below and overleaf).
DATE

GROUP(S)

LEARNERS

TEACHER
+ADULTS

PERSONDAYS

PROGRAMME

06/04/2019

Foundation Backbone

37

8

45

Marine programme

09/04/2019

Al-Azhar primary talk (off site)

75

7

82

Marine litter talk at school

17/04/2019

Al-Azhar primary

75

7

82

Beach clean-up

03/05/2019

West Coast Christian School

11

2

13

Marine programme

10-11/06/2019

APEX high school

86

4

90

Marine programme

29/06/2019

Private group

20

20

40

Beach clean-up

304

48

351

TOTALS

9.2.4

Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area

The Friends of the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (www.bca.org.za) is a voluntary group of concerned
citizens whose mission it is to contribute to the protection and beneficial use of the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve. They are affiliated to the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa, Western Cape.
The Friends of BCA generated 85 person days of benefit over five event days.
DATE

GROUP

ACTIVITY

PERSON DAYS

27/04/2019

Friends of BCA – D. Honour

Battlefield walk

12

27/04/2019

Friends of BCA – P. Broddle

City Nature Challenge

11

25/05/2019

Friends of BCA – S. Muller

Two Hills walk

21

01/06/2019

Friends of BCA – S. Muller

FoBCA AGM

36

01/06/2019

Friends of BCA CREW – P. Broddle

Botanical walk – Coastal dune trail

5

TOTAL

Figure 21. Al-Azhar Primary School, Grades 5, 6, and 7 clean the
beach at Eerstesteen.

85

Figure 22. West Coast Christian School at the Marine programme
(photo request: not allowed on social media).
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Figure 23. Foundation Backbone, Grade 7 prefects from Berzelia &
Parkview Primary visit Eerstesteen for Marine Programme.

Figure 24. Apex High School, Grade 10 at the Marine Programme.

Figure 25. Learners having a 5-minute solitary moment on the beach.

9.3

Visitors and Income

9.3.1

Income from visitors at the Eerstesteen Resort was R17,748 during this quarter (see below table).
DESCRIPTION

April

May

June

RATE

QUANTITY

INCOME

TOTAL

Permissible Commercial Activities
10-20 people bundles

R 3,277
5

1-9 people bundles

2

R 417.00

7

R 2,919

2

R 179.00

2

R 358

Daily Entry

R 8,772

Adult (18+)

176

230

50

R 16.00

456

R 7,296

Children (3 -17 )

67

46

11

R 9.00

124

R 1,116

R 0.00

1

R0

Children (under 3)
Senior (60+)

1
5

Student (with Student Card)

27

4

R 9.00

36

R 324

3

1

R 9.00

4

R 36

Environmental Education
Learner (all other schools)

R 1,043
136

13

R 7.00

149

R 1,043

Vehicles and Craft
Vehicles
TOTAL

R 4,656
61

110

23

R 24.00

194

R 4,656
R 17,748
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10

STAFF

10.1

Staff establishment

10.1.1 Area Manager, Koos Retief, (see Figure 26
below) was moved to the Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve from 1 June 2019, after having worked at
the Table Bay Nature Reserve since November 2000.
Following a series of consultations with the North
Area Managers, the management structures within
the North Region have been realigned so that Ms
Charline Mc Kie moved to the Table Bay Nature
Reserve and Mr Jacques Küyler moved to the
Witzands Aquifer Nature Reserve

Figure 26. Area Manager, Koos Retief.

10.1.2 Intern, Luke Foster, (see Figure 27 below) was
appointed as graduate intern at the Nature Reserve
from 1 June 2019 to 31 May 201. His post is funded by
the Culture, Art, Tourism, Hospitality, and Sport Sector
Education and Training Authority (CATHSSETA).
Luke’s contract is administered by the Cape Town
Environmental Education Trust (CTEET) and he is
placed at the Nature Reserve under the supervision
of the Area Manager.

Figure 27. Graduate intern Luke Forster.

10.1.3 Atlantic Beach Management, in partnership with the Cape Town Environmental Education Trust
(CTEET), employed Zurelda le Roux (Site Manager), Chwayita Ndlazi (Field Ranger) and Ruan Jansche Van
Rensburg (Field Ranger) on contract positions for the Atlantic Beach Conservation Area, which is Cityowned land within the Atlantic Beach Golf Estate.
The activities of these positions were divided between two conservation areas under two different
management authorities: i) Atlantic Beach Conservation Area under Atlantic Beach Management, and ii)
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve under the City of Cape Town.
In terms of the Operational Environmental Management Plan (OEMP) for Atlantic Beach Conservation Area
the Site Manager is responsible for ensuring that the integrity of the conservation area remains intact and
that residents, contractors and staff comply with the OEMP.
Atlantic Beach Management (ABM) and the Atlantic Beach Home Owners Association however decided at
a special meeting to transfer ABM’s lease of the Golf Course and Conservation Area to the Home Owners
Association, who will procure their own service provides to manage the Golf Course and Conservation
Area.
As such ABM gave notice to the CTEET staff on 25 April 2019 of their intention to terminate their employment
with effect from 1 June 2019. The employees last working day was however extended to 31 July 2019.
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10.1

Staff establishment (continued…)

10.1.4 The Visitor Control Officer vacancy for the Eerstesteen cash office was advertised after the previous
incumbent, Ms Dale Slabbert, was promoted to an Assistant Conservation Officer position at the Table Bay
Nature Reserve.
Applications were short listed to suitably qualified candidates that completed the fitness assessment,
practical interview and structured interview. An appointment will be made to start on 1 July 2019
10.1.5 A team of Kader Asmal Integrated Catchment Management Expanded Public Works Programme
workers, consisting of one supervisor and five general workers, was employed from 18 March 2019 until 30
June 2019. Their focus areas included:











10.2

Constructing and maintaining infrastructure such as fences, bridges, bird hides, paths and buildings
(general maintenance of facilities) under supervision.
Cleaning and maintaining picnic area.
Assisting with the eradication of alien invasive species.
Assisting with the control of environmental disasters such as fires, floods and spills.
Implementing controlled burns and constructing fire breaks.
Ensuring safe working environment.
Irrigating, cleaning and tree felling/pruning duties.
Reporting defects to Field Ranger or Reserve Supervisor.
Removal of litter.
Use of non-mechanised tools.
Daily maintenance tasks on the nature reserve.
Staff Training and Development

10.2.1 A basic game capture theory and practical session, presented by Veterinarian and Urban Wildlife
Specialist, Dr Dorothy Breed, was attended Koos Retief, Johan Matthee, Zurelda le Roux, and Zieyaad Allie,
at Table Bay Nature Reserve.
10.2.2 Fire Marshall training was attended by Koos Retief on 18 June 2019.
10.2.3 A game capture operation at Koeberg Nature Reserve was attended by staff from the Biodiversity
Management Branch, including staff from Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (see Figures 28-29 below).
This training was intended to build experience in the capture of larger wildlife. Basic principles of capturing
wild animals, capture methods, capture myopathy and the transportation of wild animals were discussed.
Three Taurotragus oryx (eland) were immobilized and tranquillized and loaded for transportation to their
new destination.

Figure 28. Basic principles of capturing wild animals, capture
methods, capture myopathy and the transportation of wild
animals were discussed.

Figure 29. Taurotragus oryx (eland) being immobilized by means
of chemical capture.
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11

LAW ENFORCEMENT

11.1

Planning and Patrols

11.1.1 Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve and Melkbos
Conservation Area. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, and hunting with snares, graffiti
and damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also
recorded, including animal tracks and wildlife sightings.
11.2

Incidents

11.2.1 A C3 Notification (Reference Number 1014559302) was created due to motorists speeding on Otto
Du Plessis Drive (M14) between Bloubergstrand and Melkbosstrand. The City of Cape Town’s Traffic Services
attended to the complaint on 3 April 2019. A total of 154 speed offences were recorded with the highest
speed measured at 122 km/h in this 70 km/h zone. Traffic Services will continue to monitor the area by means
of a mobile speed camera and additional enforcement planned to address the Nature Reserve’s concerns.
11.3

Nature Reserve Integrity

11.3.1 Quemic Africa deploys Nature Reserve Integrity Rangers for the provision of visitor and staff safety
within the City of Cape Town’s nature reserves and natural open systems.
Quemic Africa deployed mobile Regional Integrity Teams, Senior Rangers, Junior Rangers and Visitor-hub
Rangers in the northern area of the City of Cape Town. They are deployed 24 hours per day, seven days per
week. They also provide additional surveillance for reserve infrastructure.
Some of the specific services that the Integrity Teams provide include visitor management, staff safety, and
surveillance of reserve infrastructure. They can liaise with members of the public with regards to reserve
activities, directions and rules as well as local information. They can respond to any injury or medical
emergency, any wildfire, environmental disasters and wildlife-related incidents. They provide a nature
conservation law enforcement service which includes boundary / fence line patrols, clandestine operations,
and search of suspicious individuals and vehicles. They can also supervise contractors in the field.
Quemic Africa has a control room dedicated to the
project which is operated on a 24/7 basis. This serves
as the emergency contact centre for all incidents.

Animal
Dumping
responses
Burglar
Vagrancy
alarm Contractor

Operations and emergency responses are planned,
co-ordinated and executed from the control room.
The control room is also equipped with an Incident
and Information Management Support System.
Incidents are recorded with the aim to centralise
and standardise incident information and to
subsequently identify trends and risks.
Quemic Rangers were deployed at Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve from 1 April 2019 to 30 June 2019 with
the main objective to protect the infrastructure at
the Montispectus overnight accommodation against
burglary and theft and ensuring the integrity of the
coastal section.
Some of the incidents that they dealt with in this
quarter are represented in Figure 30 right:

Indecent
acts

Escort
visitors

maintenan
ce
Wood
harvesting

Safety &
Security
Permit
checks
Poaching

Littering

Figure 30. Chart of issues handled by Quemic Rangers this quarter.
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12

INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT

12.1

Building Maintenance

12.1.1 The Montispectus overnight accommodation facility was repaired after a pro-longed closure resulting
from damages to the building. The facility will be open for business again from 1/07/2019.
12.1.2 Litter clean-ups take place on a daily basis in the nature reserve with the focus on Eerstesteen Resort,
the road verge along Otto Du Plessis Drive, the coastal parking areas and on Blaauwberg Hill and surrounds.
12.2

Fleet Vehicles

12.2.1 Two vehicles were recommended to be scrapped and replaced. The Isuzu KB250 4x4 (2006) and
Ford Triton (1980) truck have aged beyond economical repair. These vehicles spend more time in repairs
than being operational in the field. Replacement requests have been submitted to Fleet Department.
12.3

Project Management

12.3.1 The following services were procured in the Financial Year 2018/19:






Lindol Hygiene Services, toilet hygiene
G-Force Security, 24-hour guarding of Eerstesteen facilities
Quemic Africa, 24-hour mobile nature reserve integrity teams
G4S Cash Solutions (SA) (Pty) Ltd, cash collections
Rassol Clean (Pty) Ltd, laundry services

12.3.2 The following projects were completed by the end of the Financial Year 2018/19.
FUND TYPE
Capital

Operating

Ward
Allocation

PROJECT TITLE

ORDER / RESERVATION

VALUE

Plant and Equipment

PO 4503385012

R 12,032.01

Supply and install standalone (off grid) photovoltaic
(PV) system at Interpretive Centre.

PO 4503476339

R 142,106.65

Fencing material acquisition

PO 4503380464

R 89,150.50

Fire safety equipment maintenance

PO 4503463672

R 2,672.60

Renovation of WWII Building at Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve (Montispectus)

PO 4503386610

R 82,189.92

Gas Appliances (Montispectus)

PO 4503378733

R 21,016.14

Liquid Petroleum Gas Installation Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve (Montispectus)

PO 4503428795

R 7,331.25

Rehabilitation of Parking Areas in the Coastal Zone
of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve

PO 4503399574

R 172,637.46

Preparation & Paintwork of Melkbos House

PO 4503418275

R 27,445.79

Renovations to WWII Buildings - Blaauwberg Nature
Reserve (Montispectus)

PO 4503468596

R 24,000.00

Replace double throw deadbolt including cylinder
and door handles, Eerstesteen cash office

PO 4503468611

R 6,200.00

Supply & install geyser, Van Schoorsdrift

PO 4503496150

R 10,269.50

Interpretive Centre Maintenance (WPX.0010658) General Maintenance of Ablutions Blaauwberg

PO 4503519362
SR 15847679

% SPENT

R 50,000.00
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APPENDIX A: MAPS OF THE NATURE RESERVE

Figure 31. Erf numbers and property boundaries.
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Figure 32. Key locations and gates.
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Figure 33. Management units.
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APPENDIX B: PRESS ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS RELEVANT TO THE NATURE RESERVE
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Figure 34. Team break for the Friends of BCA's alien hacking team, with Assistant Conservation Officer, Johan Matthee.
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