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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

This quarterly report summarises the activities of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve  (BBNR) for the period from 1 

October 2017 to 31 December 2017. This r eport is designed to meet the basic internal reporting 

requirements, while at the same time being written in such a way that stakeholders and role -players can 

refer to it for information purposes. The more detailed reporting data and statistics are collate d in separate 

spread sheets that are not part of this report.   

¶ Vision of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve : To conserve, protect and enhance the unique diversity of 

natural, historical and cultural resources of this area for the sustainable enjoyment and devel opment of 

present and future generations through education.  

¶ Mission of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve : Through judicious land acquisition and the development of 

economically viable conservation and education -related facilities and activities, we aim to secure the 

protection of the entire area and ensure its long -term sustainability based on sound ecological and 

cultural values.  

2. HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

Proclamation of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve by the Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning under the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act 57 

of 2003). The Provincial Minister of Local Government, Environm ental Affairs and Development Planning in 

the Western Cape, Mr Anton Bredell, under section 23(1)(a)(i) of the National Environmental Management: 

Protected Areas Act, (Act 57 of 2003), declared Blaauwberg Nature Reserve in the Provincial Gazette 7837 

on Friday, 20 October 2017. Mr Bredell assigned the name ôôBlaauwberg Nature Reserveõõ. 

 

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve has  been a concept since the 1980s with conservation area status conferred  

on public -owned portions of land  in 1996 as well as a section of privat e land comprising the site of the Battle 

of Bla auwberg  in terms of the National Monuments Act (Act 28 of 1969). In 2000 the Blaauwberg 

Conservation Area development and management plan and its recommendations were approved by the 

then Cape Metropolitan Cou nc il and Blaauwberg Municipality.  One of the key programmes in the plan was 

the Land Consolidation Programme, which has resulted in three of the five private landholdings having 

been incorporated into BBNR in 2002, 2005 and 2010 respectively. Of special no te is the 462 km² that was 

donated to the reserve by Garden Cities.  It was only in late 2003 when on -site management was 

established in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. The transfer of a reserve manager to the reserve by the City of 

Cape Town coincided with, and  was made possible by, the receipt of CEPF funding via the C.A.P.E 

programme.  In 2006, the Western Cape Member of the Executive Council for Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning granted approval for the establishment of the Blaauwberg Conservation  Area  local 

nature reserve in P.N. 345/2006 dated 27 Oct 2006.   The provincially -owned portions of the reserve were 

proclaimed as Blaauwberg Provincial Nature Reserve by means of P.N. 06/2007 dated 2 March 2007. The 

City of Cape Town manages both its own a nd the provincially -owned land as a single entity called 

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.  The Implementation Coordination Committee (ICC) for the reserve, comprising 

representatives from government and civil -society organisations, was tasked with overseeing the 

establishment of Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, and identifying activities that are compatible with the vision 

and primary objectives of the reserve. The preparation of a business framework and business plan for the 

reserve was a move in that direction.  Blaauw berg Nature Reserve is  a unique area of approximately 2 000 

ha with significant natural, archaeological, h istorical and cultural heritage.  

 
Figure 1 - 3 The Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Protected Area Advisory Committee celebrated the pro clamation of the 

Blaauwberg Nature Reserve.  

 

 

http://www.capetown.gov.za/Family%20and%20home/See-all-city-facilities/Our-recreational-facilities/Nature%20reserves/Blaauwberg%20Nature%20Reserve
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Challenges:  

¶ The City of Cape Town concluded a sale agreement with Garden Cities in 2010 to acquire two portions 

of land for incorporation into the Blaauwberg Conservation Area (BCA), now known as the Blaauwberg 

Nature Reserve ( BBNR).  This sale was registered in the Deeds Office in January 2011. During negotiations 

it was recorded that a family was present and living on the property, and that the seller would not 

guarantee vacant occupation of the land.  Legal advice was sought on the matter and the opinion 

expressed, given the environmental value of the land, that the City had no option but to acquire the 

land subject to the rights of the residents, notwithstanding that process could be followed to secure their 

relocation. The City has been engaging with the residents since December 2013 about their illegal 

occupation of this part of the nature reserve. The residents have consistently refused the Cityõs offer for 

alternative accommodation and have ignored several City -notices req uesting them to vacate the 

premises. The residentõs refusal to vacate the property poses a threat to the reserveõs fauna and flora, 

among which are endangered plant and animal species. The reserve has a rich heritage of natural, 

cultural and historic eleme nts and  as establishment of the BBNR has moved forward, including the 

fencing of the nature reserve, research on the Battle of Blaauwberg with the intension of establishing the 

site for education and tourism purposes and the reintroduction of large antelop e, it has become 

necessary to take action to relocate the family. The City of Cape Town launched an urgent application 

in the Western Cape High Court that was heard on 22 June 2017. The Acting Judge reserved 

Judgement in this matter for 3 months. The appoi nted advocate / attorney for the City of Cape Town in 

this matter attended the High Court on 22 September 2017 to note the Judgement of Masuku AJ. 

Judgement was given in favour of the residents (family), rescinding any previous eviction and demolition 

orde rs granted by the Western Cape High Court. The legal matter is still ongoing.  

 
Figure 4 - 7 Blaauwbergõs valley residentõs refusal to vacate the property poses a threat to the reserveõs fauna and 

flora, among which are endangered plant and animal species.  

 

¶ Corporate Facilities Management, following realignment during the  Organisational Development and 

Transformation Plan (ODTP), no longer supports the Environmental Management  Department  in the 

maintenance and minor construction at nature reserve office building and facilities . Biodiversity 

Management is therefore primarily responsible for their building assets through the establishment of 

guidelines and procedures, specifically in the management of repairs and maintenance of buildings 

and facilities.  This makes for a tedious process to affect any repairs and maintenance work.  

¶ The lack of suitable public access to Blaauwberg Hill  and inland section of the nature reserve is 

hampering tourism/visitor development of the reserve with a concomit ant lack of economic 

development. Discussions and negotiations with neighbouring landowners to secure access and register 

a Municipal Right of Way are ongoing.  

¶ Increased incidents of crime (theft out of motor vehicles and theft of motor vehicles  in the coastal 

parking areas; theft of overhead electrical cables ;  organised extraction of Haliotis midae  (abalone) 

and other illegal activities  (illegal woodcutting;  hunting with dogs; setting of snares; damage to nature 

reserve signage).
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3. CONSERVATION PLANNING  

¶ The City of Cape Town establish ed Protected Area Advisory Committees  (PAACs) for its nature reserves 

and protected natural environments across the City. The establishment of the PAACs were  in 

accordance with the terms of the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, Act 57 of 

2003. The objective of the Adviso ry Committees is to facilitate interaction, communication, engagement 

and the development of partnerships with stakeholders and surrounding communities to promote the 

objectives of the nature reserves and natural areas. Committees are  mandated to give advi ce and 

input on strategies, management plans and reports, as well as monitor progress of implementation, 

promote involvement in decision -making and facilitate linkages and integration of nature reserve s with 

surrounding communities.  

¶ The Cityõs Director of Property, in terms of the Councilõs delegations, approved the reservation of Erf 1677 

and a Portion of Remainder Erf 1694 Melkbosch Strand for the Biodiversity Management Branch  of the 

Environmental Management Department. The property, 49.8368 ha in extent , shall be utilised for 

conservation purposes only, and managed as such by the B iodiversity Management Branch. The vision is 

to include this section as an extension of the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve to eventually link to Koeberg 

Nature Reserve and the Eskom  Duynefontein Conservation Area in order to provide a viable ecological 

corridor and ensure the seamless flow of ecological processes. Already there has been pressure from 

the community to fix the fence on the boundary of the conservation and residential a rea, but as this 

reservation was only approved in February 2017, it will be challenging to immediately take on a large 

capital project without the necessary budget. The conservation area has been included in the daily 

and weekly law enforcement and complia nce patrol coverage of the area. Blaauwberg Nature 

Reserve and Expanded Public Works Working for the Coast staff has commenced with maintenance of 

fire breaks, maintenance of fences, removal of builderõs rubble and litter and the removal of illegal 

structu res and / or squatters. The Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers conducted a 

botanical survey and recorded 12 species of special concern, 5 endangered species and 1 critically 

endangered species occurring on the property.  The City of Cape Town in troduced residents and the 

surrounding communities to the Melkbos Conservation Area by designing and distributing a flyer and 

cover letter  

¶ The Cityõs Planning and Building Development Management served notices, by registered mail, on 

properties in Bato Way , Melkbosstrand which contravened  the National Building Regulations and 

Building Standards Act  (Act 103 of 1977 ) for the unauthorised erection o f boundary walls and structures 

on a  Portion of Remainder Erf 1694 Melkbosch Strand . 

  
Figure 8 - 11 The City of Cape Town introduced residents and the surrounding communities to the Melkbos 

Conservation Area by designing and distrib uting a flyer and cover letter; Contravention of the National Building 

Regulations and Building Standards Act.   

 

4. FLORA  

¶ Three major vegetation types are found in Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, each corresponding to a 

specific geological substratum. Cape Flats Dune Strandveld (endangered)  occupies the coastal 

calcareous sands, in general between Blaauwberg Hill and the high -wate r mark. Two major plant 

formations are recognised, namely tall thicket on the higher dunes, with deep sand and dwarf thicket 

on the shallow sand over limestone, largely near the coast. The latter form of dune thicket is unique to 

the area. Vegetation is do minated by broad -leaved shrubs and small trees such as Rhus sp. (taaibos) 

and Euclea racemosa (sea guarrie), with a fair degree of succulents. Annuals and bulbs are a 

prominent feature in spring.  

¶ A vegetation type restricted to the more fertile shale soils of the Western Cape is Swartland Shale 

Renosterveld (critically endangered) , which is found on Blaauwberg Hill and Kleinberg. Although 

severely affected by agriculture, there still are remnant st ands of the vegetation type in the area, 

particularly on the upper slopes and crown of the hill. Along the tip of the crown one also finds a patch 

of low succulent shrubs, which are related to the vegetation of the Little Karoo.  
































