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1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET), in partnership with the City of Cape Town,
Environmental Resource Management Department and Atlantic Beach Management PTY Ltd, appointed a
Site manager: Louis Van Wyk and 2 Field rangers - Kashiefa Anthony and Pamella Mrebe. Reporting to the
Biodiversity Management Branch, the team will be required to manage the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve:
Atlantic Beach Section including the 20ha Atlantic Beach Golf Course Conservation Area in liaison with the
Environmental Liaison Committee (ELC), and focusing on the biological integrity and connectivity of the
conservation areas west of the R27 down to the coast. The conservation team have the following main
responsibility:


To plan and ensure activities in and around the conservation areas are undertaken according to
environmental management requirements detailed in the Operational Environmental Management
Plan.

Figure 1: Introducing the conservation team from the left Pamella Mrebe, Kashiefa Anthony and Louis van Wyk.

The golf course conservation areas (mostly linear strips between the course and the residential estate)
consist of indigenous Cape Flats Dune Strandveld and cover a total estimated extent of between 15 and 20
ha. The natural vegetation areas on the estate (and in the adjacent Blaauwberg Nature Reserve) provide a
habitat for numerous animal species. Reptiles such as Cape cobras, mole snakes, house snakes and puff
adders, Angulate and Padloper tortoises and various lizards and skinks are fairly common. The majority of
mammals that may be found in the area are rodents and insectivores including moles, mole rats and an
occasional mongoose and porcupine. Grysbokkies (Ruphicerus melanotis) are common in areas of natural
vegetation. Springbuck have been introduced onto the Estate and are over 25 individuals. Over 120 bird
species are expected to occur in the general area between Bloubergstrand and Melkbosstrand.
The team have now settled in nicely and are hard at work to manage the site successfully. This report
provides a summary for some of the activities, challenges and highlights of the work undertaken the last 3
months.
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2.

HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES

• The team found 6 rhombic egg-eaters (Dasypeltis scabra) in one of the hydrants and safely relocated
them to the adjacent conservation area.

Figure 2: Illustrating the 6 rhombic egg-eaters that were relocated into the conservation area.

• Whilst doing rehabilitation work on site, the author found a burrowing skink. The author posted the photo
on Ispot and sent it via email to Clifford Dorse (Biodiversity coordinator, Biodiversity Management Branch) for
a positive identification. It was confirmed to be a Silvery Dwarf Burrowing Skink (Scelotes bipes) – a very
interesting and fascinating sighting for the area.

Figure 3: Illustrating the Silvery Dwarf Burrowing Skink found on site.

• Alien invasive vegetation is a major threat to the indigenous vegetation. It outcompetes the
indigenous/natural vegetation and there are many areas with extensive invasive alien vegetation
encroachment. The conservation team is tackling this threat head on and sure enough the results will follow.
The large woody aliens dominate a large area where nothing can grow beneath the canopy. Once
removed the soil is exposed to the elements the regeneration of indigenous seed banks can begin. The
team is excited to halt the encroachment of invasives and encourage the generation of indigenous seed
banks.

3.

FLORA

3.1) Indigenous Flora
3.1.1) Monitoring
On site monitoring of vegetation were conducted on various occasions. The sightings will be uploaded onto
the South African Biodiversity Database, some have already been uploaded. Others had to be confirmed
on Ispot.org.za and will be uploaded in the coming weeks.
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Figure 4: From top left clockwise Polygala myrtifolia (Septemberbos), Asparagus capensis (Katdoring), Lachenalia
punctata (Sand viooltjie), Osteospermum incanum (Grysbietou) & Lycium ferocissimum (Slangbessie).

3.1.2) Permanent monitoring plots
Two plots were set up in the conservation areas. One in the south western section of the estate where the
veld is very dense and a second on one of the most eastern sections, also a very dense section. The plots
will be monitored in terms of species presence, abundance and vegetation structure (fixed point
photography). The data will then be compared and monitored over time. The author would like a few more
plots, especially in the more disturbed areas.
3.1.3) Rehabilitation
The Golf Director for Atlantic Beach informed the author of a conservation area where golfers drive with the
golf carts. The area is disturbed with many Port Jackson seedlings scattered around. On the 27 th of May the
area was cleared of all the invasive aliens. The author was then granted permission from the Estate’s
Lanscape Manager to search and rescue plants in the vacant plots (only 3 left that have not been
developed) on the estate. The plants received good rainfall and will be monitored weekly. The search and
rescue took place on the 15th of June. Plot 4567 and 4351 were targeted and the following species were
rescued and transplanted in the rehabilitation area (the Lampranthus species will have to flower before we
will be able to successfully identify it).
Table 1: The species and their quantity planted in the rehabilitation site
Species
Quantity
Asparagus capensis
1
Carpobrotus edulis
13
Lachenalia punctata
1
Lampranthus spp.
1
Lessertia frutescens
15
Thamnochortus spicigerus
5
Trachyandra ciliata
5
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Figure 5 & 6: Illustrating the initial clearing of alien invasive species (on the left) and transplanting the rescued vegetation
(on the right).

3.2) Alien Invasive Vegetation management
The indigenous vegetation is affected by establishment and spread of Alien Invasive Plant species. Invasive
alien plant species within the conservation areas include Myoporum seratum (Manatoka), Acacia saligna
(Port Jackson), Pennisetum clandestinum (kikuyu grass), Schinus terebinthifolius (Brazilian pepper tree) and
Acacia cyclops (rooikrans). There is a vast number of alien invasive vegetation in the conservation areas,
sometimes bordering estate properties. The team do routine clearing of the vegetation on a weekly basis.

Figure 7: The two field rangers removing Acacia Cyclops (Rooikrans) on the estate.

Kikuyu grass (Pennisetum clandestinum) is sprayed with an herbicide named Agil 100 EC. Kikuyu is a big
threat to indigenous vegetation as it spreads and establishes rapidly, many times outcompeting the
indigenous vegetation. The invasion of the kikuyu is extensive; the spread will be monitored closely.

Figure 8 and 9: Illustrating the state of kikuyu (Pennisetum clandestinum) encroachment into the conservation area. The
red stake in Fig. 9 indicates the boundary of the golf course and start of conservation area.
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4.

FAUNA

4.1) Bird perch at Melkbos pan
Melkbos pan is situated at the north western corner of the R27 and Birkenhead Drive. It attracts many water
birds and there is a fish eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer) pair that frequently visits the pan. On the 22 nd of April we
planted a bird perch with the help of Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (BBNR) staff. The team hopes it will attract
even more species.

Figure 10: The ABGCCA and Blaauwberg Nature Reserve teams alongside the bird perch planted at Melkbos pan.

4.2) Monitoring
Monitoring of fauna is done routinely and at an ad hoc basis. The sightings will also be uploaded on the
South African Biodiversity Database. The fauna species list, like the vegetation list, is growing by the day and
some of the species found indicates the richness of biodiversity on the Estate.

Figure 11: From top left clockwise Chersina angulata (Angulate tortoise), Dasypeltis scabra (Rhombic egg-eater),
Ruphicerus melanotis (Grysbok), Scelotes bipes (Silvery Dwarf Burrowing Skink), Pachydactylus geitje (Ocellated thicktoed gecko)& Bradypodium pumilum (Cape dwarf chameleon).
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5.

WATER

5.1) Rainfall data
Rainfall records are monitored and updated on a monthly basis. The updated results can be seen in the
table below.
Rainfall data (mm)
Jan
Feb
Mar
12.0
3.0
26.0

Apr
33.0

May
14.0

Jun
57.0

Jul

Aug

Sep

Nov

Dec

Rainfall data May/June (mm)
26
-

27
1.0

28
-

29
-

30
-

31
-

1
-

2
-

3
-

4
-

5
-

6
-

7
-

8
-

9
18.0

10
-

11
-

12
-

13
12.0

14
6.0

15
-

16
3.0

17
-

18
-

19
16.0

20
2.0

21
-

22
-

23
-

24
-

25
-

5.2) Wetland/pond monitoring
Fixed point photography stands were set up at all the detention ponds on the estate as well as Melkbos
pan. The photos will help to see seasonal and annual changes in and around the ponds. In June the team
will set up a calibrated measuring point in one of the ponds including Melkbos pan to monitor the water
levels in the pond.

Figure 12: Illustrating the fixed point photography for MB 17 pond (Left) and Colebrook pond (right)

Figure 13: Pebble Beach pond (Left) and Melkbos pan (right).
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6.

Fire

The author met Riaan Fourie, the North Ward Manager for the Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association on
site (Atlantic Beach Estate) on the 20 th of June. Riaan will read through the Environmental Management
Plan for the Golf Course and make a few recommendations regarding fire management and risk
assessments for the Estate.

7.

PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION

Bi-weekly the author sends a biodiversity sighting to Atlantic Beach Management (ABM) and the Atlantic
Beach Home Owners Association (ABHOA). ABM post it on their Facebook page and the ABHOA include it
in their Weekly newsletter and occasionally on their Facebook page.

Figure 14: Illustrating the biodiversity sighting of the week. The team is not always able to produce the photograph, but
the sightings are all made on Atlantic Beach Estate

8.

STAFF MATTERS

 Kashiefa Anthony and Pamella Mrebe (Field rangers of ABGCCA) successfully completed a Basic fynbos
identification course at BSG EE centre from the 16th to the 20th of May.
 The author presented on Atlantic Beach Golf Course Conservation Area and all of the challenges faced
at the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve Protected Area Advisory Committee on the 20th of May. The
feedback was constructive and the author was able to network with individuals and received wonderful
advice regarding the management of the site.
 The author attended an Advanced fynbos identification course at the Biodiversity Showcase Garden
Environmental Education Centre (Green Point) from the 6 th to the 10th of June. The course was presented
by Wendy Hitchcock.

9.

INFRASTRUCTURE

 General litter clean-ups are done routinely on site. The strong South-Easter has blown a lot of litter deep
into the conservation area.
 The ABGCCA Field rangers assisted the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (BBNR) team with maintenance and
cleaning work at the accommodation on Blaauwberg Hill (Montespectus).
For more details with regards to items mentioned in the above Report Document, please refer to the
relevant site calendars on www.biodiversity.co.za. For more information on the City’s nature reserves, visit
www.capetown.gov.za\naturereserves.
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