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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

     

The Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET), in partnership with the City of Cape Town, 

Environmental Resource Management Department and Atlantic Beach Management PTY Ltd, appointed a 

Site manager: Louis Van Wyk and 2 Field rangers ð Nigel Maart  an d Theo Griesel . Reporting to the 

Biodiversity Management Branch, the team manage s the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve: Atlantic Beach 

Section including the 20ha Atlantic Beach Golf Course Conservation Area in liaison with the Environmental 

Liaison Committee (ELC ), and focusing on the biological integrity and connectivity of the conservation 

areas west of the R27 down to the coast.  The conservation team have the following main responsibility:  

¶ To plan and ensure activities in and around the conservation areas are u ndertaken according to 

environmental management requirements detailed in the Operational Environmental Management 

Plan (OEMP). 

April -  June  2017 Summary  

The reporting period started with  the conclusion  of a very long  summer and culminates with the season 

shifting  to winter . The Western Cape dam levels ar e at critically low levels and even though there has been 

some rainfall relief, the dam levels are at a massive shortfall to previous years . Hopefully the remaining winter 

period will offer a lot more relie f. The team ha s been on site for  a year  and  3 months  and the journey has 

been a special one. It is a great privilege to work on and conserve the rich biodiversity on Atlantic Beach 

Estate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: A juvenile cape grysbok ( Raphicerus melanotis ) ram leap o nto the road at  Atlantic Beach Estate.  

2. HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

 

Å On the 4 th of May the author, along with Jacques Küyler  (Biodiversity Area Co -ordinator: Blaauwberg 

Nature Reserve) and Kyle October (Site supervisor: DCCP), had the opportunity to accompany Jacques du 

Toit (Sustainable Livelihood Branch) on a coastal patrol . The objective was to check up on the 3 sewerage 

out lets along the peninsula coastline. A couple of hundred meters into the patrol we encountered + - 400 

long -beaked common dolphins, probably on a sardine run, literally swimming right next to the boat. We 

were thankful for the wonderful experience and later,  on our way back to shore,  we saw 2 southern right 

whales from a distance with a couple of heavisideõs dolphins close by. Jacques du Toit turned the engine 

off and we observed them from a distance. After a couple of minutes they swam deeper into the see. O ne 

of them started to swim towards us, probably very curious, to the point that it almost touched the boat. 
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Thereafter they descended like 2 submarines and swam off. It was a scary, but very special  experience. See 

images on the next page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Illustrating the pod of + - 400 long -beaked common dolphin passing the boat. Fig. 3: A southern right whale a 

few centimetres from the boat.   

Å On the 8th of June the City of Cape Townõs Marine Unit was notified of a beached humpback whale  

(Megap tera novaeangliae ) +- 100 meters from the Kreeftebaai coastal parking area. The Marine Unit in turn 

notified Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff at 08:30 am. This particular individual was still young and the cause 

of death is being investigated. According to Darlene Ketten, from the Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Institution, scientists can determine the cause of a stranding in about 50% of all cases worldwide. In some 

cases the evidence of a ship strike is apparent; otherwise autopsies are conducted to identify the  cause. 

Diseases or trauma, such as shark attacks on whales or dolphins are common. Poisonous òred tidesó also 

affects marine mammals. Military sonar and anomalies in the magnetic field have also been associated  in 

the mass strandings of some whales .  

 

According to the World Wildlife Fund for nature (WWF) humpback whales can reach up to 15 meters in 

length and weigh up to 36 tons. They make extensive seasonal migrations between high latitude summer 

feeding grounds and low latitude wintering grounds. Duri ng winter months they mate and calve in warm 

sub-tropical waters, with an annual migration back to colder waters to feed. They are baleen whales, which 

mean they filter their food through baleen plates.  

 

On the 14 th of May a whale shark ( Rhincodon typus ) stranded at Horse trails Bloubergstrand  and  on the 6 th 

of June the carcass of a pygmy sperm whale ( Kogia breviceps ) was discovered at Strandfontein Pavilion on 

the False Bay coastline . The causes of death for those individuals are also under investigation.  The carcasses 

are disposed in line with the Large Marine Animal Stranding Policy and Protocol of the City of Cape Town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4, 5 & 6: Fig. 4 illustrates the  whale shark (Rhincodon typus ) which  stranded at Horse trails Bloubergstrand . Fig. 4: 

The beached humpback whale carcass found close to the Kreeftebaai coastal parking area. Fig. 5: City of Cape Town 

staff load ed the animal onto a flatbed trailer, with large earthmoving machinery, and transported it off site [Photo 

credit: Brendan Pieterse].   
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3. FLORA  

 

3.1) Indigenous Flora  

3.1.1) Monitoring  

On site m onitoring of vegetation were  conducted on various occasions.  The sightings will be uploaded onto 

the Sout h African Biodiversity Database, s ome have already been uploaded. Many of  these species 

identification were  confirmed on Ispot. There are still few  flowers blooming , slowly but surely the flowers will 

start to appear leading into springtime.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 7, 8, 9 & 10: From left Misryblom  (Haemanthus coccineus ) [Photo: Kashiefa Revell] , sand viooltjie (Lachenalia 

rubida) , tortoiseberry ( Muraltia spinosa ) & Arum lily  (Zantedeschia aethiopica ) [Melkbos pan] . 

3.1.2) CREW site visit 

The author invited members of CREW (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers) for a site visit to the 

Atlantic Beach Conservation Areas. The team accompanied them on a veld survey on 29 May and the 

group only surveyed MB 1 & 2. Incredibly CREW managed  to record 77 plant species in that small section 

including two species of special interest. Sandveld bobbejaantjie  (Babiana nana  subsp. nana)  is now red 

listed as Endangered and  Ruschia misera  which is taxonomically data deficient and requires further 

investigation. CREW will visit the site in spring time to assist with the wildflower identification. The author will 

then arrange for a golf cart to assist with transporting the group faster to the sites of interest. With the 

assistance from CREW the site pla nt species list will grow exponentially.  

3.2) Alien Invasive Vegetation Management  

The indigenous  vegetation is affected by establishment and spread of Alien Invasive Plant species. Invasive 

alien plant species within the conservation areas include Myoporum seratum (Manatoka), Acacia saligna 

(Port Jackson), Pennisetum clandestinum (kikuyu grass), Schinus terebinthifolius (Brazilian pepper tree) and 

Acacia cyclops (rooikrans).  There is a vast number of alien invasive vegetation in the conservation are as, 

sometimes bordering estate properties. The team conduct  routine clearing of the vegetation on a weekly 

basis.  

During this reporting period the team focussed on the removal of larger alien invasive trees. The team 

removed 2 massive rooikrans ( Acacia cy clops ) and 1 large port Jackson ( Acacia saligna ) trees on MB 17. 

These trees were located right next to the detention pond opposite the 17 th hole tee -box. The cutting and 

removal of all the material took quite a few days to complete. The ponds water level will most certainly rise 

especially in the summer months when these invasive trees consume a vast amount of water. MB 2 received 

a great deal of attention as well as this is one of the management blocks with the most severe abundance 

of alien invasive plan ts. The team have made wonderful progress with the medium -large inkberry trees 

(Cestrum laevigatum ) and now only a few trees remain.   

 

The team is monitoring and controlling the spread of Kikuyu ( Pennisetum clandestinum ) on the conservation 

areas on the Es tate. Initially the heavily encroached areas were dealt with and although the areas are still 

controlled, the team have moved on to various other areas where control was required. Regrowth occurs 

constantly and is then sprayed with Agil 100 EC. If areas ar e left for more than 3 weeks without control ð the 

regrowth of kikuyu is severe. On the southern section of MB 2 approximately 477m 2 of kikuyu  was cut and 

removed from the site. Following the heavy rains on the 27 th of April ð kikuyuõs growth increased rapidly.  
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The team also targeted herbaceous weeds in various areas (see Fig 11 & 12 for a before and after photo). 

These weeds will return in the warmer seasons and the team will continue the removal and work hard on 

restoring those areas to strandveld.  

 

Table1: Species removed April 2017  
 

Management Block  Species  Number of plants  Size Person day  

17 Acacia cyclops  1 Large  2 

17 Acacia saligna  2 Large  3 

2 Cirsium vulgare  +-30 Medium  1 

Table 2: May 2017  

Management Block  Species  Number of plants /area  Size Person day  

2 Cestrum laevigatum  5 Medium/Large  4 

2 Pennisetum 

c landestinum   

477m2  Large  3 

19 Ricinus communis  5 Small/medium  1 

19 Acacia saligna  8 Saplings 0.5 

ABM - Parking lot  Acacia cyclops  1 Medium  1.5 

Table 3: June 2017  

Management Block  Species  Number of plants /area  Size Person day  

2 Cestrum laevigatum  5 Medium/Large  4 

1 - 18 Pennisetum 

clandestinum  

- - 2 

17 Acacia saligna  1 Large  2 

17 Acacia cyclops  2 Large  6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: Illustrating the extent of herbaceous weed establishment at MB 2. Fig. 12: Following the removal of the weeds 

the area is now reserved for restoration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13 & 14:  Illustrating MB 17 before and after cutting the one large rooikrans  tree. The images reveal how invasive 

the rooikrans are by outcompeting natural vegetation. Notice the species diversity in Fig. 14 without the massive 

rooikrans canopy  [Photo credit: Nigel Maart] . 

 






















