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1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET), in partnership with the City of Cape Town,
Environmental Resource Management Department and Atlantic Beach Management PTY Ltd, appointed a
Site manager: Louis Van Wyk and 2 Field rangers – Nigel Maart and Theo Griesel. Reporting to the
Biodiversity Management Branch, the team manages the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve: Atlantic Beach
Section including the 20ha Atlantic Beach Golf Course Conservation Area in liaison with the Environmental
Liaison Committee (ELC), and focusing on the biological integrity and connectivity of the conservation
areas west of the R27 down to the coast. The conservation team have the following main responsibility:


To plan and ensure activities in and around the conservation areas are undertaken according to
environmental management requirements detailed in the Operational Environmental Management
Plan (OEMP).
April - June 2017 Summary

The reporting period started with the conclusion of a very long summer and culminates with the season
shifting to winter. The Western Cape dam levels are at critically low levels and even though there has been
some rainfall relief, the dam levels are at a massive shortfall to previous years. Hopefully the remaining winter
period will offer a lot more relief. The team has been on site for a year and 3 months and the journey has
been a special one. It is a great privilege to work on and conserve the rich biodiversity on Atlantic Beach
Estate.

Figure 1: A juvenile cape grysbok (Raphicerus melanotis) ram leap onto the road at Atlantic Beach Estate.

2.

HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES

• On the 4th of May the author, along with Jacques Küyler (Biodiversity Area Co-ordinator: Blaauwberg
Nature Reserve) and Kyle October (Site supervisor: DCCP), had the opportunity to accompany Jacques du
Toit (Sustainable Livelihood Branch) on a coastal patrol. The objective was to check up on the 3 sewerage
outlets along the peninsula coastline. A couple of hundred meters into the patrol we encountered +- 400
long-beaked common dolphins, probably on a sardine run, literally swimming right next to the boat. We
were thankful for the wonderful experience and later, on our way back to shore, we saw 2 southern right
whales from a distance with a couple of heaviside’s dolphins close by. Jacques du Toit turned the engine
off and we observed them from a distance. After a couple of minutes they swam deeper into the see. One
of them started to swim towards us, probably very curious, to the point that it almost touched the boat.
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Thereafter they descended like 2 submarines and swam off. It was a scary, but very special experience. See
images on the next page.

Figure 2: Illustrating the pod of +- 400 long-beaked common dolphin passing the boat. Fig. 3: A southern right whale a
few centimetres from the boat.

• On the 8th of June the City of Cape Town’s Marine Unit was notified of a beached humpback whale
(Megaptera novaeangliae) +- 100 meters from the Kreeftebaai coastal parking area. The Marine Unit in turn
notified Blaauwberg Nature Reserve staff at 08:30 am. This particular individual was still young and the cause
of death is being investigated. According to Darlene Ketten, from the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution, scientists can determine the cause of a stranding in about 50% of all cases worldwide. In some
cases the evidence of a ship strike is apparent; otherwise autopsies are conducted to identify the cause.
Diseases or trauma, such as shark attacks on whales or dolphins are common. Poisonous “red tides” also
affects marine mammals. Military sonar and anomalies in the magnetic field have also been associated in
the mass strandings of some whales.
According to the World Wildlife Fund for nature (WWF) humpback whales can reach up to 15 meters in
length and weigh up to 36 tons. They make extensive seasonal migrations between high latitude summer
feeding grounds and low latitude wintering grounds. During winter months they mate and calve in warm
sub-tropical waters, with an annual migration back to colder waters to feed. They are baleen whales, which
mean they filter their food through baleen plates.
On the 14th of May a whale shark (Rhincodon typus) stranded at Horse trails Bloubergstrand and on the 6th
of June the carcass of a pygmy sperm whale (Kogia breviceps) was discovered at Strandfontein Pavilion on
the False Bay coastline. The causes of death for those individuals are also under investigation. The carcasses
are disposed in line with the Large Marine Animal Stranding Policy and Protocol of the City of Cape Town.

Figure 4, 5 & 6: Fig. 4 illustrates the whale shark (Rhincodon typus) which stranded at Horse trails Bloubergstrand. Fig. 4:
The beached humpback whale carcass found close to the Kreeftebaai coastal parking area. Fig. 5: City of Cape Town
staff loaded the animal onto a flatbed trailer, with large earthmoving machinery, and transported it off site [Photo
credit: Brendan Pieterse].

3

Atlantic Beach Golf Course Conservation Area
City of Cape Town Quarterly Report – 26 March to 25 June 2017

3.

FLORA

3.1) Indigenous Flora
3.1.1) Monitoring
On site monitoring of vegetation were conducted on various occasions. The sightings will be uploaded onto
the South African Biodiversity Database, some have already been uploaded. Many of these species
identification were confirmed on Ispot. There are still few flowers blooming, slowly but surely the flowers will
start to appear leading into springtime.

Figure 7, 8, 9 & 10: From left Misryblom (Haemanthus coccineus) [Photo: Kashiefa Revell], sand viooltjie (Lachenalia
rubida), tortoiseberry (Muraltia spinosa) & Arum lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica) [Melkbos pan].

3.1.2) CREW site visit
The author invited members of CREW (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers) for a site visit to the
Atlantic Beach Conservation Areas. The team accompanied them on a veld survey on 29 May and the
group only surveyed MB 1 & 2. Incredibly CREW managed to record 77 plant species in that small section
including two species of special interest. Sandveld bobbejaantjie (Babiana nana subsp. nana) is now red
listed as Endangered and Ruschia misera which is taxonomically data deficient and requires further
investigation. CREW will visit the site in spring time to assist with the wildflower identification. The author will
then arrange for a golf cart to assist with transporting the group faster to the sites of interest. With the
assistance from CREW the site plant species list will grow exponentially.
3.2) Alien Invasive Vegetation Management
The indigenous vegetation is affected by establishment and spread of Alien Invasive Plant species. Invasive
alien plant species within the conservation areas include Myoporum seratum (Manatoka), Acacia saligna
(Port Jackson), Pennisetum clandestinum (kikuyu grass), Schinus terebinthifolius (Brazilian pepper tree) and
Acacia cyclops (rooikrans). There is a vast number of alien invasive vegetation in the conservation areas,
sometimes bordering estate properties. The team conduct routine clearing of the vegetation on a weekly
basis.
During this reporting period the team focussed on the removal of larger alien invasive trees. The team
removed 2 massive rooikrans (Acacia cyclops) and 1 large port Jackson (Acacia saligna) trees on MB 17.
These trees were located right next to the detention pond opposite the 17 th hole tee-box. The cutting and
removal of all the material took quite a few days to complete. The ponds water level will most certainly rise
especially in the summer months when these invasive trees consume a vast amount of water. MB 2 received
a great deal of attention as well as this is one of the management blocks with the most severe abundance
of alien invasive plants. The team have made wonderful progress with the medium-large inkberry trees
(Cestrum laevigatum) and now only a few trees remain.
The team is monitoring and controlling the spread of Kikuyu (Pennisetum clandestinum) on the conservation
areas on the Estate. Initially the heavily encroached areas were dealt with and although the areas are still
controlled, the team have moved on to various other areas where control was required. Regrowth occurs
constantly and is then sprayed with Agil 100 EC. If areas are left for more than 3 weeks without control – the
regrowth of kikuyu is severe. On the southern section of MB 2 approximately 477m 2 of kikuyu was cut and
removed from the site. Following the heavy rains on the 27th of April – kikuyu’s growth increased rapidly.
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The team also targeted herbaceous weeds in various areas (see Fig 11 & 12 for a before and after photo).
These weeds will return in the warmer seasons and the team will continue the removal and work hard on
restoring those areas to strandveld.
Table1: Species removed April 2017
Management Block
17
17
2

Species
Acacia cyclops
Acacia saligna
Cirsium vulgare

Number of plants
1
2
+-30

Size
Large
Large
Medium

Person day
2
3
1

Table 2: May 2017
Management Block
2
2
19
19
ABM - Parking lot

Species
Cestrum laevigatum
Pennisetum
clandestinum
Ricinus communis
Acacia saligna
Acacia cyclops

Number of plants/area
5
477m2

Size
Medium/Large
Large

5
8
1

Small/medium
Saplings
Medium

Species
Cestrum laevigatum
Pennisetum
clandestinum
Acacia saligna
Acacia cyclops

Number of plants/area
5
-

Medium/Large
-

1
2

Large
Large

Person day
4
3
1
0.5
1.5

Table 3: June 2017
Management Block
2
1 - 18
17
17

Size

Person day
4
2
2
6

Figure 11: Illustrating the extent of herbaceous weed establishment at MB 2. Fig. 12: Following the removal of the weeds
the area is now reserved for restoration.

Figure 13 & 14: Illustrating MB 17 before and after cutting the one large rooikrans tree. The images reveal how invasive
the rooikrans are by outcompeting natural vegetation. Notice the species diversity in Fig. 14 without the massive
rooikrans canopy [Photo credit: Nigel Maart].
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4.

FAUNA

4.1) Pesticide poisoning
Late in March the team discovered two bird of prey carcasses without any visible external injuries – see
images below. One a Jackal buzzard and the other a Spotted eagle owl. The author then found interesting
reading regarding the effect of pesticides (in particular rat poisons) on raptor populations in Cape Town –
follow the link below for the article.
http://www.urbanraptorproject.co.za/secondary_poisoning_of_raptors.html#rat poison
A concerning extract from the article reads: “In 2001 Poisoning accounted for 15% of spotted eagle owls
brought in to Wildline, collisions with vehicles 18% and the rest were nestlings. By 2006 Poisoning accounted
for almost 60%, of spotted eagle owls brought in to Wildline, vehicles 7% and the rest were nestlings.”
Raptors are not the only animals threatened with this secondary poisoning; other predators and even
domestic animals could be at risk. The author will do more research on the matter, but it might be a good
idea to raise awareness aimed at residents, staff and family regarding this matter. Interesting to note rats
can build tolerance to the poisons, however they then carry large traces of the poison which can be lethal
to other animals if they prey on the rat.
The author discussed the matter with Biodiversity Management Branch experts and bird of prey carcasses
will, from now on, be collected to undergo a toxin screen at a laboratory to establish if traces of pesticide
are present. Unfortunately both carcasses in this case were badly decomposed and could not be tested. If
you find a bird of prey carcass please report it to the author on 021 444 8193.

Figures 15 & 16: Illustrating the Jackal buzzard (left) and Spotted eagle owl (right) found on and around the Estate
without any visible external injuries.

4.2) Honey Badger Relocation
An injured male honey badger (Mellivora capensis) was relocated to BBNR on the 14th of April 2016, from
Koeberg Nature Reserve (KNR). The animal was kept and fed in an enclosure on site until he was ready to
be released. The release method implemented is known as a soft release whereby the release site is left
open with sufficient food in order for the animal to return and gradually learn to hunt and fend for itself to
the point where the animal no longer require the shelter and food in the release facility. The release was
conducted on 10 April 2017. Between the 7th and 16th of May 2017 a honey badger was spotted in 3rd
Avenue, Melkbosstrand where it had been raiding the neighbourhood in search of food. The honey badger
was captured on the 16th of May 2017 and successfully scanned for a microchip confirming it as the same
animal that was found orphaned in Koeberg Nature Reserve back in January 2016. The author relocated
the badger to Bokbaai which is a more remote area but still close to its original locality at Koeberg Nature
Reserve. While it was worrying that the honey badger had entered Melkbosstrand, it was not imprinted on
humans and still very aggressive.
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Camera trap footage reveals he befriended 2 other honey badgers at Bokbaai and frequently returns to
the enclosure. See footage below of the honey badger alliance. According to the SANParks Wild card
magazine groups of 2 to 3 honey badgers are frequently sighted, these are not considered to be pairs or
family groups. Instead they are a number of males traveling together in search of females, or a male with a
female in oestrus cycle. Males will meet up and compete for a chance to mate with a receptive female for
a number of days. It was a privilege to work closely with one of these remarkable animals.

Figure 17 & 18: Illustrating the honey badgers seemingly at peace and visiting the enclosure/release site.

4.3) Monitoring
Monitoring of fauna is done routinely and at an ad hoc basis. The sightings will also be uploaded on the
South African Biodiversity Database. The fauna species list, like the vegetation list, is growing by the day and
some of the species found indicates the richness of biodiversity on the Estate.

Figure 19: From top left clockwise an obese lily weevil (Brachycerus obesus) [Eerste steen], pine emperor moth (Imbrasia
cytherea) [BBNR], mole snake (Pseudaspis cana) [BBNR], Marbled leaf-toed gecko (Afrogecko porphyreus), eland
(Taurotragus oryx) [BBNR] & rain spider (Palystes supercilliosus).

4.3.1) Camera traps
The author monitors 2 camera traps on BBNR, placed in strategic positions to assist with the monitoring of
species on Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. The cameras assist the team a great deal to monitor the
introduced red hartebeest (Alcelaphus buselaphus) and eland (Taurotragus oryx). For the first time since the
cameras were set out end of September last year - the camera placed on the eastern firebreak captured a
Cape fox. We have previously captured bat-eared fox. There have been reports of Cape fox roadkill every
so often, but to discover this individual is a special sighting. The secretary bird’s pattern was interesting, for 2
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weeks this individual patrolled the boundary moving south just before 11am and then passing the camera
again after 12pm back north on the other side of the fence.

Figure 20, 21, 22 & 23: From top left clockwise secretary bird (Sagittarius serpentarius), caracal (Caracal caracal), Cape
fox (Vulpes chama) & honey badger (Mellivora capensis).

4.3.2) Bird survey
The team conducted monthly bird surveys at Melkbos Pan. Two hundred and fifty six birds were counted on
the 3 days making use of the CWAC count data sheet and observation methods. Species and quantity can
be seen in the table below.
Table 4: Bird count at Melkbos Pan
Species name
Himantopus himantopus
Vanellus armatus
Phalacrocorax carbo
Larus hartlaubii
Sturnus vulgaris
Euplectes orix
Passer melanurus
Pycnonotus capensis
Charadrius marginatus
Anhinga rufa
Phalacrocorax coronatus
Serinus flaviventris
Francolinus capensis
Ardea cinerea
Charadrius tricollaris
Larus dominicanus
Anas undulata
Porphyrio madagascariensis
Threskiornis aethiopicus
Cossypha caffra
Gallinula chloropus
Ploceus capensis
Haliaeetus vocifer
Egretta garzetta
Motacilla capensis
Streptopelia capicola
Milvus aegyptius

Common name

Quantity

Black-winged stilt
Blacksmith lapwing
White-breasted cormorant
Grey headed gull
Common starling
Red bishop
Cape sparrow
Cape bulbul
White-fronted plover
African darter
Crowned cormorant
Yellow canary
Cape francolin
Grey heron
Three-banded plover
Kelp gull
Yellow-billed duck
African purple swamphen
African sacred ibis
Cape robin chat
Common moorhen
Cape weaver
African fish eagle
Little egret
Cape wagtail
Cape turtle dove
Yellow-billed kite

64
52
32
31
12
8
7
5
5
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
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4.3.4) ABE camera trap study
The ABCA team in collaboration with the CoCT, Atlantic Beach Homeowners Association and Atlantic
Beach Management initiated a study on 17 May 2017 which will answer much needed questions regarding
meso-predator’s (medium sized predator) occupancy and abundance on the Estate. There are 13 cameras
out in the field rotating in standard 200 x 200 meter monitoring grids across the whole Estate and bordering
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve. They are rotated and checked every 2 weeks and the author then writes a
monitoring summary following each rotation and that is shared on the ABHOA newsletter. The project is
now on the halfway mark and no caracals have been captured on the cameras thus far.
The objectives of the monitoring are:
1) To determine occupancy of caracal in the confines of the Estate compared to the bordering BBNR.
2) To determine relative abundance of caracal within the Estate [With none of the caracals eartagged or
collared (that we know of) abundancy cannot be clearly determined, however there are formulas to
determine relative abundance].
3)
Determining whether the abundance or movement of the caracal are unnatural and if we have a
damage causing caracal on the Estate.
Those are the main objectives, however sub-objectives which the study will quantify at the same time are:
i) Domestic cat occupancy and abundance (the author will be able to identify individuals) on the Estate.
ii) Small mammal occupancy and abundance in the Estate - in particular grysbok as there is an outcry of
decline in their population numbers.

Figure 24, 25, 26 & 27: Some footage of the survey thus far, from top left clockwise - small grey mongoose (Galerella
pulverulenta), common duiker (Sylvicapra grimmia), juvenile cape grysbok (Raphicerus melanotis) and a small-spotted
genet (Genetta genetta).
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4.4) Spot the genets
Wonderful sightings of small spotted genets (Genetta genetta) have been documented over the course of
this quarter. The first of which was a heart-warming story of a female genet run over by a motorcar in the
Melkbosstrand area. The Cape of Good Hope SPCA came to the animal’s rescue. No one thought she
would make the first night, but to everyone’s delight she made a full recovery and was released in
Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (BBNR) on the 1st of June (Figure 28).
A resident of ABE photographed a beautiful genet just outside their property in the conservation area. What
a privilege to capture photos of these creatures right on your doorstep (Figure 29).
Finally the camera trap survey reveals a fairly healthy population of genet on the Estate. There have been a
number of photos documenting these wonderful animals. The winter seems to be a very active time of the
year for them (Figure 30).

Figure 28: Illustrating the rescued genet moments prior to her release in BBNR [Photo credit: Janet van der Vyver]. Fig. 29:
A genet visiting a resident on ABE [Photo credit: Alison Buick]. Fig. 30: A camera trap on ABE captured this genet on the
14th of June.

4.5) Sightings at Rondevlei Nature Reserve
At the Rondevlei prescribed ecological burn (see 6.2) two interesting and rare sightings were made. Dalton
Gibbs (People & conservation head: BMB) rescued a Brant’s climbing mouse from the fire and the author
managed to capture a couple of photos before it was released. They are extremely agile and expert
climbers – making use of their long tail which is not truly prehensile and cannot support the mouse’s weight.
The second sighting was that of a Cape dwarf chameleon. They were once common across the peninsula;
however their natural habitat is rapidly being destroyed as a result of urbanization.

Figure 31: Illustrating the Brant’s climbing mouse (Dendromus mesomelas) found at Rondevlei NR. Fig. 32: A cape dwarf
chameleon (Bradypodion pumilum) also found at RNR.
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5.

WATER

5.1) Rainfall data
Rainfall records are monitored and updated on a monthly basis. The author made use of the golf
maintenance contractor’s rainfall data in the past; however the team have now put up their own rain
gauge on site. The updated results can be seen in the table below.
2017 Rainfall data (mm)
Jan
Feb
Mar
4.5
1.5
1.8

Apr
26.3

May
9.7

Jun
66.1

Jul
-

Aug
-

Sep
-

Oct
-

Nov
-

Dec
-

Rainfall data May/June (mm)
26

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

13.5

-

-

15.2

10

-

-

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

-

7.2

0.8

3.9

1.7

-

-

-

-

5.6

-

8

0.2

-

-

5.2) Wetland/pond monitoring
Fixed point photography stands are in place at all the detention ponds on the estate as well as Melkbos
pan. The photos will help to see seasonal and annual changes in and around the ponds. The photos below
were captured late in this quarter. The pond and pan water levels are very low and illustrate the dry and
long summer we have experienced.

Figure 33 & 34: Illustrating the fixed point photography for MB 17 pond (Left) and Colebrook pond (right)

Figure 35 & 36: Pebble Beach pond (Left) and Melkbos pan (right).


See photos below for a frightening comparison between 2016 & 2017 water levels at Melkbos pan. Figure 37 was
captured 23 May 2016; figure 38 was captured almost a year later on 3 June 2017.
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Figure 37 & 38: An annual comparison of the water level at Melkbos pan. Fig. 37 was captured 23 May 2016; Fig. 38 was
captured almost a year later on 3 June 2017.

6.

Fire

6.1) Fire management
Following consultation with Riaan Fourie (Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association) it was decided to
implement a project where there is an effort to protect not only the properties on Atlantic Beach, but also
the people. Even though adequate fire breaks are in place from BBNR side, there is still a risk of a very hot
wildfire spreading into Atlantic Beach Estate which could lead to devastating outcomes. In Atlantic Beach
Estate there are no large antelope to reduce vegetation height and structure. A prescribed ecological burn
is also out of the question as one can only burn on days where the wind is less than 25km/h, therefore there
won’t be enough heat generated to carry the fire to facilitate a proper burn. Cape Flats Dune Strandveld is
also not a fire driven veld type. With all of the adjacent property value it is also too much of a risk to
attempt. That leaves the only option to manually alter the vegetation structure.
High risk areas were mapped and the plan is to reduce vegetation density along the properties of high fire
risk areas from the conservation area side. At some properties intervention is required as the indigenous
vegetation grows very dense and high. Species like bietou bush (Osteospermum moniliferum) grows rapidly
on the Estate. Late March 2017 the team started a project on MB 8 where indigenous vegetation was
encroaching onto residents’ properties. The vegetation structure was reduced in size and density and a thin
fire break was cut to allow access in an emergency situation. Zero plants were removed; therefore the
vegetation will regrow to the state prior to the intervention. This project took a few days to complete due to
the amount of vegetation that had to be reduced and removing the vegetation/fuel load afterwards. The
controlled area covered 2 properties and the homeowners were thankful for our intervention.

Figure 39 & 40: Illustrating the before and after photos at one of the properties where serious intervention was required.
Fig. 39 is captured from inside the property and Fig. 40 from the outside.
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6.2) Prescribed ecological burn
The author and Theo Griesel assisted at the Rondevlei Nature Reserve (RNR) prescribed ecological burn on
the 23rd of May. The purpose of the burn was to reduce the bulrush (Typha capensis) density. Bulrush
accumulates rapidly and although it is not an invasive alien plant – it needs to be controlled. Large
areas/blocks were cut down and allowed to dry before the burn was undertaken. The author occupied the
role of Crew leader for the Blaauwberg and Table Bay teams. The area was then mopped up with the least
amount of water necessary and declared safe before the teams stood down.

Figure 41: One of the False Bay Nature Reserve and Working on Fire teams overlook the large flames and dark smoke at
RNR.

6.3) Reducing fuel load
Both the golf course maintenance as well as the conservation area teams stack the cut vegetation,
originating from the golf course and conservation areas, at the northern section of the driving range. In 2016
the author applied for a stack pile burn permit and the vegetation was burnt. This year Mark Muller (ABM
golf course superintendent) arranged a tractor and the vegetation is chipped with a hitch wood
chipper/shredder. The operation is very successful and the maintenance team chipped all the cut
vegetation in under a week. The maintenance team will now use the chippings as need be on the golf
course or where needed on site.

7.

PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION

7.1) Sighting of the week
The author sends a Conservation sighting to Atlantic Beach Management (ABM) and the Home Owners
Association (HOA). ABM posts it on their Facebook page and the HOA include it in their Weekly newsletter
and occasionally on their Facebook page.

Figure 42: Illustrating one of the biodiversity sightings of the week.
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 The ABCA team will host a 3-day holiday programme for youth in ABE on 10 – 12 July 2017. A short
summary of the programme can be seen below. The programme was advertised in the ABHOA
newsletter and the team look forward raising awareness to the next generation who will have to
conserve an even more under pressure environment one day.

Figure 43: Illustrating a brief summary of the winter holiday environmental education programme.

 The author presented on Atlantic Beach Conservation Area to the BBNR Protected Areas Advisory
Committee on the 19th of May 2017. The feedback and advice is wonderful and the author find these
meetings valuable.
 The author along with 3 other CTEET employees were selected to present at the Fynbos Forum the first
week of August. The Fynbos Forum is an affiliation of researchers, planners, managers, landowners and a
range of other stakeholders that meets annually to discuss management issues and research results, and
to formulate priorities for future research and conservation management actions required to ensure the
conservation and sustainability of fynbos ecosystems.

8.

STAFF MATTERS

 Kashiefa Revell (Field ranger) accepted another employment opportunity closer to home and left the
team on the 7th of April 2017. The author would like to thank Kashiefa for her commitment to the project
and wonderful attitude at the workplace. She will be missed.

Fig. 44: Kashiefa Revell with her NGF level 5 certificate in Environment Management. She will be leaving the team on the
7th of April 2017. Fig. 45: Illustrating the ABCA team before Sinethemba departed – from right Nigel Maart, Theo Griesel
and Sinethemba Gogela.

 Theo Griesel (Centurion Academy: Student) re-joined the team in the capacity of Field ranger, replacing
Kashiefa Revell. Theo will be completing his 3rd and final year of Nature management through Centurion
Academy and adds a great deal of enthusiasm and dedication to the team. Along with Nigel Maart
they are invaluable assets.
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 Sinethemba Gogela joined the team on the 3rd of April 2017 as a NQF level 2 learner. He would have
been on site for 6 months to complete a learnership funded by CTEET. Unfortunately he decided to resign
as he had personal matters to tend to. The author would like to thank Sinethemba for his dedication and
wish him well for his future.

9.

INFRASTRUCTURE

9.1) General litter clean-ups were conducted every Monday morning for 2 and a half hours at a time. The
litter pickups help a great deal to monitor the conservation areas as one performs a dual function of
cleaning the litter, but also inspecting all areas of the site. On the 13 th of June the team extended their litter
clean up duties to the BBNR coastal hiking trail and found a section opposite Derde steen coastal parking
area with a large amount of glass bottles and other rubbish. The team patrolled the coastal section back to
Eerste steen and then returned with a bakkie to remove all of the rubbish and disposed all the items in bins.
9.2) ABM erected post and rope fencing between the golf course and conservation areas. The most
vulnerable sections of conservation areas were selected for the fencing to prevent golfers from entering
those areas and to promote successful rehabilitation for the veld. It looks wonderful and will benefit the
natural veld a great deal.

Figure 46 & 47: Illustrating the post and rope fencing installed by ABM.

10.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

10.1) OEMP Infringements
In the process of setting the camera traps out (4.3.4) the team have come across multiple violations of the
Operational Environmental Management Plan and encroachment onto City of Cape Town land by
residents. The team started with a follow up encroachment survey to assess the progress/regress at the
various properties where infringements occurred. There have subsequently been new additions to the
violations list. The team will complete the survey and deal with the various matters accordingly.
10.2) Illegal occupancy/dumping
The ABCA and BBNR team assisted by Big Bay law enforcement removed an illegal structure on BBNR on the
19th of April. Displaced people erect these structures illegally without the landowner’s knowledge or
permission. The structure was disassembled and all the items were taken back to the BBNR office where it is
available for the individual to collect his belongings. Big Bay law enforcement were on hand in case the
individual showed up and things got violent.
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Figure 48 & 49: Illustrating the BBNR, ABCA and law enforcement teams removing an illegal structure in BBNR.

 The team also stumbled upon multiple areas occupied by what seems to be displaced persons,
especially in the Melkbos Conservation Area corridor. Clean up operations will be implemented to rid the
areas of all the waste.

Figure 50 & 51: Illustrating the litter and “hideouts” in Melkbos Conservation Area.

11.

MEDIA RELEASES
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For more details with regards to items mentioned in the above Report Document you can contact the
author at louis.vanwyk@capetown.gov.za. For more information on the City’s nature reserves, visit
www.capetown.gov.za\naturereserves. All photos in the report were captured by the author unless
otherwise indicated in the caption.
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